
USEA SAFETY INITIATIVES 
RESEARCH. EDUCATION. IMPLEMENTAION



Dan Michaels Jump Latch is finalizing testing and development 
by a  de d ica te d  ta s k force  to  move  it  forward  for FEI approva l. 

Sa fe ty Equipme nt Re s e a rch is  be ing  organize d  in pa rtne rs hip  
with Virg inia  Te ch Labs  to  te s t  and  e va lua te  the  us e  of s a fe ty 
ve s ts  and  a ir ve s ts . 

Equine  We lfa re  and  Sa fe ty re ma ins  a  top  priority a s  the  
s ubcommitte e  ana lyze s  his torica l hors e  fa ll da ta  to  ide ntify ris k 
fac tors  a s s oc ia te d  with c ros s - country fa lls . 

Informa tion is  a ls o be ing  ga the re d  to  formula te  guide line s  for 
e quine  compe tition during  e xtre me  e nvironme nta l cond itions . 

RESEARCH



EDUCATION 
USEA Safety Committees are working with the Eventing Coaches Program and Eventing 
Licensed Officials Committee to produce educational resources for the membership. 

ECP Handbook was updated to clarify  
the purpose of each level of 
competition and the rider skills 
necessary to be successful at 
progressing skills 

Improving Skills Fall Safety Managing Potentital Risks
Educational materials are being 
prepared for distribution to inform 
members of the importance of fall 
safety to reduce injury

• USEF Revamped the Watch List to 
improve efficacy

• ERQI Report distribution policies 
were updated to supply more 
officials with the information prior 
to events



FRANGIBLE TECHNOLOGY

Efforts continue to look at the impacts the available 
technology is having at reducing risk of horse and rider falls. 

USEF Foundation allotted $150,000 for 2024 to continue 
supporting the distribution of grants for events to construct 
frangible fences. 

Eventing rules have been updated based on reviewed fall 
data to ensure that whenever possible obstacles are 
constructed with frangible technology for the Training level 
and above. 



Dan Michaels Jump Latch

USEA holds  the  pa te nt for the  de vice  and  looks  forward  to  the  
work of the  te s ting  ta s k force  to  fina lize  the  FEI approva l p roce s s .  



Minimum Eligibility Requirements (MER) to qualify for a move up 
have  be e n upda te d  bas e d  on hors e  and  ride r fa ll da ta  to  improve  
the  s a fe ty of the  s port. MER s core s  a re  now a ligne d  with the  FEI 
s core  re quire me nts . 

• not more  than 4 5  pe na lty points  in the  Dre s s age  te s t
• no jumping  pe na ltie s  during  the  Cros s  Country te s t unle s s , and  

no more  than 75  s e conds  e xce e d ing  optima l t ime
• not more  than 16  pe na ltie s  a t  obs tac le s  in the  J umping  te s t

The  ne w qua lifica tions  re quire  two add itiona l MERs  for the  ride r 
and  4  MERs  for the  hors e . Ne w for Pre limina ry, Inte rme d ia te , and  
Advance d , one  MER mus t be  ob ta ine d  a s  a  combina tion, unle s s  the  
ride r has  more  than 10  MERs  a t the  le ve l the  combina tion 
re quire me nt is  wa ive d . 

Mod ifie d  le ve l compe titors  mus t ob ta in an MER a t two hors e  tria ls  
a t  the  Tra ining  le ve l or highe r. 

QUALIFICATIONS
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