
Moving through time …
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Equestrian Vaulting 
– a fast moving sport …

But where did we come from, and how 
did we get here ?



Thank you to the VTC/FEI, especially Ale, and members of our vaulting community for 
help in putting this together, and especially Ulrike Rieder for preserving and sharing 
so much of our vaulting history.

This presentation is based on available information, but some has been lost over 
time, and sometimes the sources do not agree, so please forgive us if there are 
mistakes. Also, the performances should be viewed in the context of the time. 

Finally, if the videos are blurry or a bit jumpy, then it is either the quality of the original 
video or the quality of your internet connection (or both!). A lot of the old videos are 
not great quality ... But this is not a judging session, so please just sit back and enjoy 
even if the videos are not perfectly smooth. All links will be posted as an open 
YouTube playlist after this presentation, so please go and explore the full length 
videos with the music turned up loud.
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Credit: Photo (C) RMN-Grand Palais (MNAAG, Paris) / Harry Bréjat, Paris, musée 
Guimet - musée national des Arts asiatiques. http://www.guimet.fr/fr/

Kitao Shigemasa (1739 - 1820) Les voltigeurs d'Osaka 1772



1920 Vaulting at the Olympic Games in Antwerp 

from FEI.org and https://www.olympics.com/en/olympic-games/antwerp-1920/results/equestrian-vaulting

The winning 
team from 
Belgium

Only 3 
nations 
competed: 
Belgium, 
France and 
Sweden



Vaulting shows at the Olympic Games in Munich (1972), 
Los Angeles (1984) and Atlanta (1996) 

Photos from Munich closing ceremony (Ulrike Rieder’s archive)



1984 H.R.H. Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark (now King Frederik 10.) 

With permission from Ridehesten.com/Jørgen Bak Rasmussen 



1963 1. German Championship in Wiesbaden – from Ulrike Rieder (YouTube) 



1963 German vaulters – from Ulrike Rieder ‘s archive 



1981 Note from FEI General Assembly in Vienna – from Ulrike Rieder ‘s archive 



1983 Vaulting becomes an FEI discipline



1984



1985 Team Suisse on Churchill II at 2nd European’s held in Schenefeld 
– from Voltige Videos (YouTube) 



1986 Dietmar Otto , Gabi Bertram, Nikolaschko. 1st World’s held in Bulle 
– from Voltige Videos (YouTube) 







1998 Devon Maitozo, Marion Gottschalk, Whisky 191 at World’s in Rome, Italy
- from Devon Maitozo (YouTube)



2008 Nicola Ströh, Jennifer Trampler, Lanson at CHIO Aachen
– from furbri7  (YouTube) 



2009 Nicolas Andreani, Marina Dupon Joosten, Idefix de Braize at CHIO Aachen 
– from heiburg (YouTube) 



2010 Team Austria - Cirque du Soleil (or the Teletubbies). WEG Kentucky 
– from cranny0607CPG (YouTube) 



2013 Neuss in Belgium / 2016 Noroc in Le Mans
– from Michiel Zelvelder and Voltige Videos (YouTube) 



Showcase with Dorothee Schneider, Jannis Drewell and Kai Vorberg 
– uploaded 2019 on ClipMyHorse (YouTube) 



2021 Chiara Congia / Justin van Gerven, Alexandra Knauf, Highlight. CHIO Aachen
– Voltige Videos (YouTube) 



2022 Averil Saunders, Nina Vorberg, Rockemotion. Herning
– ClipMyHorse 



2024 Eva Nagiller, Tomasz Ogonowski, Bastion at World’s in Bern
– FEI (YouTube) 



2024 Josephine Nielsen, Hanne Hansen, Lieto at European’s in Bern
– ClipMyHorse 



2024 Theo Gardies, Sebastien Langlois, Sir Sensation at World’s in Bern
– Voltige Videos (YouTube) 



THANK YOU !

Photo: Mette Øxenbjerg Sylvest

To all the horses, vaulters, 
lungers, trainers, parents, 
grandparents, sponsors, 

supporters, volunteers, officials, 
and everyone else, who make 

this all possible !
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Links to online ressources
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voltigieren
https://www.facebook.com/geschichtevoltigieren
https://www.fei.org/stories/history-of-vaulting
https://www.fei.org/history/olympic-games/1920-antwerp-belgium
https://www.fei.org/history/fei-world-championships/1986-bulle-switzerland
https://www.fei.org/history/fei-world-championships#
https://www.olympics.com/en/olympic-games/antwerp-1920/results/equestrian-vaulting
https://www.olympedia.org/sports/EVL
https://vaulting.org.uk/information/history-of-vaulting
https://voltigieren-in-goslar.jimdofree.com/voltigieren-50er-60er-jahre/
https://www.ridehesten.com/nyheder/kronprins-frederik-hojt-til-hest/72895

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXAtiPJK0pGTOQB_wmzZp2BZc6UGJlMa8&si=9zTJNYosS-
_Di366 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voltigieren
https://www.facebook.com/geschichtevoltigieren
https://www.fei.org/stories/history-of-vaulting
https://www.fei.org/history/olympic-games/1920-antwerp-belgium
https://www.fei.org/history/fei-world-championships/1986-bulle-switzerland
https://www.fei.org/history/fei-world-championships
https://www.olympics.com/en/olympic-games/antwerp-1920/results/equestrian-vaulting
https://www.olympedia.org/sports/EVL
https://vaulting.org.uk/information/history-of-vaulting
https://voltigieren-in-goslar.jimdofree.com/voltigieren-50er-60er-jahre/
https://www.ridehesten.com/nyheder/kronprins-frederik-hojt-til-hest/72895
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXAtiPJK0pGTOQB_wmzZp2BZc6UGJlMa8&si=9zTJNYosS-_Di366
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXAtiPJK0pGTOQB_wmzZp2BZc6UGJlMa8&si=9zTJNYosS-_Di366

