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A new worldwide Eventing Risk Management Policy and Action Plan aimed 
at reducing cross-country horse falls was launched at the third annual FEI 
Safety meeting in Malmö, Sweden, today. Based on a six-year statistical 
study of the sport, the Action Plan will be a functional and reliable system 
that will be used to monitor risk factors in Eventing, and to streamline 
international data and ideas to further understand the root causes of falls.  
  
The FEI Eventing Committee has set the target to reduce horse falls by 
10% (and by 20% at 4-star level) over the next three years. Already, data 
for the period from 2004-2009 shows that, despite a significant increase in 
the popularity of the sport – a 35% increase in the number of 
competitions and a 22.5% increase in the total number of starters – the 
percentage of horse falls has decreased from 2.02% to 1.73%. This is the 
first time that a statistical database has monitored the sport on a global 
basis.  
  
“Eventing is and will remain a risk sport. Our duty is to manage that risk,” 
explains Giuseppe Della Chiesa (ITA), the new chairman of the FEI 
Eventing Committee and the FEI Eventing Risk Management Advisor.  
  
“Our major goal was to have a professional system to monitor and 
manage the risk in the sport and we now have that. This is not an 
emotional reaction, it’s a structure that provides a systematic approach to 
managing the risks involved in our sport. There will still be accidents, but 
we can use this system to better manage the risk and keep it within 
acceptable and accepted levels.”  
  
Alex McLin, FEI Secretary General, concludes: “The Eventing Risk 
Management Policy and Action Plan is a major step towards ensuring that 
our horses and riders are not exposed to unnecessary risk in what is 
inherently a risk sport. In the past there has been a tendency just to 
count the accidents, but we need to be more proactive and count all the 
near-misses too. It’s all part of a cultural shift in the mindset of the sport. 
Education is key.” 
  
  



 
 

 

 
 
The Action Plan includes: 
- Statistical database, to include medical and veterinary data on falls 
- A standardised template to achieve consistency in the collection of 

international data (this will be produced twice a year) 
- Compulsory appointment of a National Safety Officer (NSO) by all 

countries organising international Eventing fixtures to collate statistics 
and gather information for the FEI in the event of a serious accident 

- FEI guidelines on cross-country course design aimed at minimizing risk 
- Continuing work on frangible pins and deformable structures for cross-

country fences 
- Education of everyone involved in the sport of eventing – riders, 

officials and course designers; risk management will become an 
integral part of all national seminars 

- Increased focus and education about the definition of dangerous riding 
 
Twenty-two nations were represented at the NSOs’ seminar in Malmö, 
where delegates demonstrated the greatly heightened awareness of risk 
management shown over the last two years and also the continually 
evolving nature of Eventing.  
  
Steps taken include trials with and the patenting of deformable devices in 
Sweden, Britain, Canada, Netherlands and Italy; initiatives by the German 
and Czech Republic National Federations to teach riders safer falling 
techniques; emphasis on style in competitions in Canada and Germany; 
rider licensing, exams and rule changes in France; twice yearly medical 
examinations in Poland and a fitness badge in Germany, plus several other 
national projects.  
  
Canada’s National Safety Officer Peter Gray commented: “The forum has 
exceeded my expectations and it will make my job easier. The 
presentations from each country were really useful - it’s a great 
opportunity to see how the sport is developing worldwide and to share 
problems and ideas.” 
  
  
Notes to Editors: 
There have been six rider fatalities at 2.3 million fences jumped in 
international Eventing competitions since 2004. 
  
The Risk Management Policy and Action Plan is the result of a collaborative 
effort between former Safety Committee Chairman David O’Connor (USA), 
the newly appointed Chairman of the Eventing Committee and FEI 
Eventing Risk Management Advisor, Giuseppe Della Chiesa (ITA), the 
Eventing Committee members and FEI staff.  



 
 

 

 
 
The FEI Eventing Risk management policy and vision statements have 
been endorsed by the FEI General Assembly in 2009. 
  
It was initially presented at the HSBC FEI European Eventing 
Championships at Fontainebleau, France, in September 2009, and 
received universal approval. The timing of the official launch of the policy 
and action plan at the National Safety Officers’ forum was chosen 
specifically to highlight the FEI’s continuing focus on risk management 
going forward into the 2010 season. 
  
Twenty-two nations were represented at the forum: Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Russia, Spain, Switzerland and Sweden. 
  
FEI VISION STATEMENT FOR EVENTING 
 
Eventing constitutes an exciting and challenging all-round test of riding 
ability and horsemanship within an accepted and acceptable level of risk. 
Every effort must be made to ensure that, at each level, responsible 
athletes are participating with progressively trained horses in order not to 
be exposed to a higher risk than what is strictly inherent to the nature of 
the competition. 
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