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Foreword  
By the FEI President 
 
On behalf of the Fédération Equestre Internationale, 
welcome to Ocala (USA), for the second leg of the 
highly successful Longines League of Nations™. Over 
the coming days, we once again look forward to 
seeing the world’s 10 finest Jumping teams compete 
at the second of four qualifying events around the 
world, aiming to secure points in to make it through 
to the Final which will take place in Barcelona (ESP) 
from 2-5 October 2025.  
 
Our journey with the Longines League of Nations™ 
once again started out in Abu Dhabi (UAE), before 
bringing us here to Ocala. From there on we will head 
out to Rotterdam (NED) in June and in September we 
will have the pleasure of discovering St. Tropez 
Gassin, a venue making its debut to the series. Once all the qualifiers are behind us, 
we will come together at the Real Club de Polo in Barcelona (ESP) to witness the top 
eight teams battle it out for the ultimate team title. It is with great anticipation that 
we await to discover the laureates of 2025!   
 
Teamwork is inherent to the equestrian landscape at all levels, and every athlete you 
will see here that has been selected to represent their nation is effectively 
representing countless individuals and organisations that have not only supported 
them and their horse, but paved the way to compete on the global stage. This is 
what makes the Longines League of Nations™ so special – it is a celebration of 
horsemanship, collaboration, expertise, determination and passion. 
 
I would like to thank TJ Campbell, Tom Hern and their team, as well as all those who 
have dedicated their time and support to the successful running of this event. I 
would also like to thank Longines, Title Sponsor and Official Timekeeper of the 
Longines League of Nations™ for their unwavering support. It is with great passion 
and enthusiasm that we experience the second edition of this prestigious series, 
which allows us to continue to raise the profile, visibility and reach of the sport of 
Jumping around the world.  
 
To the athletes and their invaluable support teams, I wish the very best of luck! Lastly, 
to all the fans, I hope you enjoy every minute of the best our sport has to offer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ingmar De Vos  
FEI President 



 

 
 

Longines League of 
NationsTM 

 

 
The Longines League of NationsTM (LLN) is an exciting new 
chapter in the history of the Nations Cup, equestrian sport's 
oldest and most prestigious series which as a concept - the 
nation vs nation competition - has existed since 1909! 
 
Launched in 2024, the Longines League of NationsTM 
represents the best of equestrian sport, featuring a unified 
and global format -unique to the series -where the top 10 
nations compete at 4 qualifiers In Abu Dhabi (UAE), Ocala 
(USA), Rotterdam (NED) and St Tropez Gassin (FRA) in order to 
secure their spot at the Final in Barcelona (ESP), where the 
best 8 teams go head-to-head for the highly coveted Longines League of NationsTM 
Trophy! 
 
In short, it's the best 10 teams, competing over four qualifiers, with the top eight 
teams from the qualifiers competing in one Final.  
 
Qualification of Teams 
 
The winner of the LLN Final of the preceding LLN Season will be automatically 
qualified for the LLN of the following season, regardless of that NF’s ranking in the 
relevant Qualification Ranking, and the remaining nine places will be allocated to 
the nine best ranked teams in the Qualification Ranking (excluding the LLN Final 
winner). 
 
 
Competition Format 
 
The LLN Competition is run over two rounds, with identical courses. Both rounds are 
run according to Table A against the clock.  
 
The starting order of the first round of the first LLN Competition of the Season will 
be the reverse order of the Qualification Ranking for the LLN Series; the winner of 
the LLN Final of the preceding LLN Season (if eligible to participate in the LLN 
Season) will go last. For the subsequent LLN Competitions, the starting order of the 
first round will be the reverse order of the LLN Standings established after the 
previous LLN Competition. In case of a tie between NFs in the Qualification Ranking 
or LLN Standings, a draw for the NFs concerned will determine their starting order. 
 
You can check the full Longines League of NationsTM Rules here 
 
 

https://data.fei.org/Ranking/Search.aspx?rankingCode=S_LNR
https://inside.fei.org/sites/default/files/Longines%20League%20of%20Nations_Rules_2025_Clean.pdf


 

 
 

 
  



 

 
 

The Venue 
 
 
The North American qualifier of the Longines Leagues of Nations™ will be held at 
World Equestrian Center – Ocala, located in central Florida, on 22 March 2025. World 
Equestrian Center – Ocala is the largest equestrian facility in the United States. As a 
premier equestrian venue and resort, the state-of-the-art facilities include six 
climate-controlled indoor arenas, 23 outdoor rings, expansive stadiums and nearly 
3,000 stalls.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
With a calendar full of internationally and nationally rated events, visitors can catch 
the thrill of the sport while enjoying world-class shopping, luxury accommodations 
and award-winning dining. Dedicated to offering great sport and good fun in a 
family-friendly environment, World Equestrian Center – Ocala promises an 
unparalleled experience for exhibitors, spectators, vendors, sponsors and retailers 
built on three core values: Quality. Class. Distinction. 
 
Discover more about the venue here 

 
 
 
 

https://worldequestriancenter.com/ocala-fl/


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

LLN Ocala lineups 
 

 
 

Bertram 
ALLEN* 

 

Daniel  
COYLE 

Darragh 
KENNY 

Cian 
O’CONNOR 

 

 
 

 
 

Marc 
DILASSER* 

Nina 
MALLEVAEY*  

Olivier 
ROBERT 

 

Kevin  
STAUT 

 

 
 

Sophie 
HINNERS 

 

Christian 
KUKUK 

Andre  
THIEME 

Richard  
VOGEL 

Lillie 
KEENAN* 

 

Laura  
KRAUT 

Aaron 
VALE 

McLain 
WARD 

https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10041806/ALLEN_Bertram
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10041806/ALLEN_Bertram
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10034396/COYLE_Daniel
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10034396/COYLE_Daniel
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10017246/KENNY_Darragh
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10017246/KENNY_Darragh
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10011406/O_CONNOR_Cian
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10011406/O_CONNOR_Cian
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10008681/DILASSER_Marc
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10008681/DILASSER_Marc
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10069482/MALLEVAEY_Nina
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10069482/MALLEVAEY_Nina
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10002434/ROBERT_Olivier
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10002434/ROBERT_Olivier
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10001927/STAUT_Kevin
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10001927/STAUT_Kevin
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10101886/HINNERS_Sophie
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10101886/HINNERS_Sophie
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10087876/KUKUK_Christian
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10087876/KUKUK_Christian
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10000682/THIEME_Andre
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10000682/THIEME_Andre
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10076886/VOGEL_Richard
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10076886/VOGEL_Richard
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10079018/KEENAN_Lillie
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10079018/KEENAN_Lillie
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10000453/KRAUT_Laura
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10000453/KRAUT_Laura
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10000561/VALE_Aaron
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10000561/VALE_Aaron
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10002267/WARD_Mclain
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10002267/WARD_Mclain


 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Niels 
BRUYNSEELS 

Emilie 
CONTER* 

Nicola 
PHILIPPAERTS 

 

Thibeau  
SPITS 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Kevin 
JOCHEMS 

Tani  
JOOSTEN 

Sanne 
THIJSSEN* 

 

Mathijs 
VAN ASTEN* 

 

Harry 
CHARLES 

Charlie  
JONES* 

Ben  
MAHER 

Joseph 
STOCKDALE 

 

Romain  
DUGUET 

 

Edouard  
SCHMITZ 

Janika  
SPRUNGER 

Géraldine 
STRAUMANN* 

https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10006852/BRUYNSEELS_Niels
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10006852/BRUYNSEELS_Niels
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10077676/CONTER_Emilie
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10077676/CONTER_Emilie
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10036018/PHILIPPAERTS_Nicola
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10036018/PHILIPPAERTS_Nicola
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10106264/SPITS_Thibeau
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10106264/SPITS_Thibeau
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10048555/JOCHEMS_Kevin
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10048555/JOCHEMS_Kevin
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10112792/JOOSTEN_Tani
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10112792/JOOSTEN_Tani
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10097112/THIJSSEN_Sanne
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10097112/THIJSSEN_Sanne
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10002231/VAN_ASTEN_Mathijs
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10002231/VAN_ASTEN_Mathijs
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10097879/CHARLES_Harry
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10097879/CHARLES_Harry
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10098602/JONES_Charlie
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10098602/JONES_Charlie
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10000837/MAHER_Ben
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10000837/MAHER_Ben
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10102353/STOCKDALE_Joseph
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10102353/STOCKDALE_Joseph
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10035031/DUGUET_Romain
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10035031/DUGUET_Romain
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10084227/SCHMITZ_Edouard
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10084227/SCHMITZ_Edouard
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10006483/SPRUNGER_Janika
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10006483/SPRUNGER_Janika
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10154697/STRAUMANN_G_raldine
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10154697/STRAUMANN_G_raldine


 

 
 

  
 

Wilma 
HELLSTRÖM* 

Erika 
LICKHAMMER-

VAN 
HELMOND* 

 

Erica 
SWARTZ 

RYAN* 

Henrik 
VON 

ECKERMANN 

 
 

 
 

Piergiorgio 
BUCCI 

 
 

Giacomo 
CASADEI 

Lorenzo 
DE LUCA* 

Giulia  
MARTINENGO 

MARQUET 

 
 
*Athlete participating for the first time in the Longines League of NationsTM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10027370/HELLSTR_M_Wilma
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10027370/HELLSTR_M_Wilma
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10008468/LICKHAMMER_VAN_HELMOND_Erika
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10008468/LICKHAMMER_VAN_HELMOND_Erika
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10008468/LICKHAMMER_VAN_HELMOND_Erika
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10008468/LICKHAMMER_VAN_HELMOND_Erika
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10024007/SWARTZ_RYAN_Erica
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10024007/SWARTZ_RYAN_Erica
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10024007/SWARTZ_RYAN_Erica
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10001601/VON_ECKERMANN_Henrik
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10001601/VON_ECKERMANN_Henrik
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10001601/VON_ECKERMANN_Henrik
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10016401/BUCCI_Piergiorgio
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10016401/BUCCI_Piergiorgio
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10085106/CASADEI_Giacomo
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10085106/CASADEI_Giacomo
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10043516/DE_LUCA_Lorenzo
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10043516/DE_LUCA_Lorenzo
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10010692/MARTINENGO_MARQUET_Giulia
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10010692/MARTINENGO_MARQUET_Giulia
https://bios.fei.org/bios/Person/10010692/MARTINENGO_MARQUET_Giulia


 

 
 

 
  



 

 
 

LLN Ocala Preview 
 
Star-studded line-up announced for Longines 
League of Nations™ second leg in Ocala 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Team Ireland, winners of the Longines League of Nations™ qualifier in Ocala (USA) © FEI/Richard Juilliart 

 
Following the immense success of the inaugural Longines League of Nations™ 2024 
series, it returns in 2025 under the same unique format and continues to showcase 
the greatest human and equine Jumping athletes in the world. 
 
The Chefs d’Equipe of the 10 highest ranked Jumping nations in the world have 
named the athletes selected to battle for victory and a star-studded lineup is 
promised for leg two of the Longines League of Nations™ in Ocala (USA) in just over 
two weeks’ time. Nine of the top 20 athletes on the current Longines Rankings will 



 

 
 

represent their nations in Ocala, amongst them Olympic, World and European 
Champions. 
 
The Longines League of Nations™ 2025 got underway in Abu Dhabi (UAE) last 
month and it was Ireland that took the spoils and 100 points with a flawless 
performance across the two rounds. UAE, invited to compete in the Abu Dhabi leg 
as the host nation, impressed to claim the second podium position, but were 
ineligible to collect league points. Consequently, third placed France collected the 
90 points to sit second in the league and reigning champions Germany, who 
finished in fourth place, took 80 points, and hold third place in the league standings 
after one leg of the 2025 series 
 
Germany wrote themselves into the history books in October as they became the 
first winners of the Longines League of Nations™ Final, and in doing so, guaranteed 
their place in the series for 2025. Three of the four athletes from that victorious team 
(also all members of the team in Ocala last year) line up for their nation in Ocala. 
German intentions to defend that title have been made clear as they send out a team 
of protagonists headed by Paris Olympic Champion Christian Kukuk.  
 
FEI Jumping European Champion from Riesenbeck in 2021 Andre Thieme is called 
upon again alongside Richard Vogel. Vogel sealed victory for Germany in Barcelona 
(ESP) as anchor leg, his double clear negating the need to jump-off for victory. 
Vogel’s partner Sophie Hinners makes up the quartet, fresh from her eye catching 
double clear in Abu Dhabi’s opening leg last month where Germany finished in 
fourth place.  
 
Ireland, defending Champions from this leg last year, opened their 2025 campaign 
in invincible style as they scored a convincing win in Abu Dhabi last month. Over 
seven rounds of Jumping, Michael Blakes athletes didn’t incur a single jumping fault 
and secured an undisputed victory on a score of zero (0), some eight faults ahead of 
their closest rivals UAE and 12 faults ahead of the next team in the league, France 
who took third place.  
 
Team Ireland continue to exert their dominance around the world, and it is 
testament to the scope of talent available to him that Michael Blake has selected a 
completely different quartet from that which produced flawless performances in 
Abu Dhabi just a few weeks ago. None of his athletes selected for Ocala are strangers 
to leading their nation to team victories, and three of them did just that twelve 
months ago. Members of that triumphant team - Daniel Coyle, Darragh Kenny and 
Cian O’Connor - are joined by 2017 European Team gold medallist Bertram Allen. 
Originally named on the team for this leg last year, Allen had to stand down following 
a fall the week before which put him out of action. Shane Sweetnam proved an able 
deputy on that occasion and helped the Emerald Isle to victory.  
 
Athletes from the Emerald Isle continue to consolidate their form across the globe. 
Whilst four of their athletes remained faultless to secure victory in Abu Dhabi just a 
few weeks ago, four more proved unbeatable stateside on the very same day, as they 
completed an Irish whitewash when taking the top four placing in the final Longines 
FEI Jumping World Cup™ North American League qualifier.  
 



 

 
 

O’Connor headed the leaderboard with Coyle taking third. Just for good measure, 
Kenny secured seventh to see Ireland take five of the top seven places. For a nation 
with such a small population, they have proved they can consistently punch well 
above their weight, and with a team of seasoned performers on blistering form lined 
up in Ocala, they will be looking to deliver another lethal blow to their rivals. 
 
France finished third in Abu Dhabi. Casualties of the new format whereby only three 
riders contest round two, they had completed round one on a zero score. Olympic 
and European gold medallist Kevin Staut is the only member of that team who lines 
up in Ocala. He comes here in typically consistent form having produced a double 
clear in Abu Dhabi and secured his position at the upcoming Longines FEI Jumping 
World Cup™ Final in Basel (SUI) having headed the Western European League 
2024/2025 standings. He is joined by French team stalwart Olivier Robert, Marc 
Dilasser and Longines League of Nations™ debutant, Nina Mallevaey. 
 
Other Longines League of Nations™ debutants - Italy - send out three out of four of 
their fifth placed team from Abu Dhabi. National hero Piergiorgio Bucci lived up to 
the regard he is held in when producing an impressive double clear in Abu Dhabi. 
He is joined again by young sensation Giacomo Casadei and the in-form Giulia 
Martinengo Marquet. The immensely experienced Lorenzo de Luca completes the 
quartet as they vie for more points towards securing their place in Barcelona. 
 
Reigning Olympic Team Champions Great Britain failed to make the final in 
Barcelona last year and will be hungry for a podium finish in Ocala. Di Lampard 
means business as she sends out two of her three Paris Olympic team athletes in 
triple Olympic gold Medallist Ben Maher and former U25 World number one Harry 
Charles. Two members from their sixth placed team in Abu Dhabi join them as World 
Championship Bronze medallist Joe Stockdale and Tim Gredley join forces once 
again to make up a formidable team for Great Britain. 
 
2021 European Team gold medallists Switzerland field an almost identical quartet to 
the team that finished seventh in Abu Dhabi. Janika Sprunger, a member of the 
team that secured second position in Ocala last year is again joined by regular team 
members Romain Duguet and Edouard Schmitz. They are joined by young talent 
Géraldine Straumann. 
 
Having finished on the podium in third place at the inaugural Longines League of 
Nations™ Final in Barcelona, European and World champions Sweden send out 
three of the team members who secured gold at the FEI Jumping European 
Championships in Milan (ITA) 2023. Record breaking World Number One titleholder, 
World Champion and two-time World Cup Final winner Henrik von Eckermann 
(SWE) is called upon to bolster the chances of Sweden who finished in 11th place in 
Abu Dhabi, hampered undoubtedly by their fielding of a three-man team due to last 
minute injury of Petronella Andersson’s ride.  
 
Milan team mates Wilma Hellström and the ultra-reliable Rolf-Göran Bengtsson 
further enhance the chances of the decorated Jumping nation. Following 
impressive performances in the Longines FEI Jumping World Cup™ series, Erika 
Lickhammer- van Helmond makes her Longines League of Nations™ debut. Having 
won Abu Dhabi’s 5* Grand Prix, Bengtsson emulated that form once again to provide 
a double clear in the Longines League of Nations™ competition two days later. With 



 

 
 

no drop score, this was not enough to elevate Sweden into a second round qualifying 
position but he comes to Ocala on scorching form. 
 
Henrik Ankarcrona fields a team of proven athletes to make amends for this 
uncharacteristic and disappointing start to their 2025 campaign, and the nation that 
has proved to be a dominant force time and time again come fired up to battle for 
supremacy once more. 
 
Belgium finished a disappointing eighth in Abu Dhabi. Thibeau Spits produced a 
foot perfect opening round in Abu Dhabi but a final line blip second time round 
robbed him of the double clear that looked until that point inevitable. He will be 
joined by Niels Bruynseels, Riesenbeck European Team Bronze medallist Nicola 
Philippaerts and Emilie Conter. Like Great Britain they were surprise emissions from 
the Longines League of Nations™ Final in Barcelona last year and will be hungry for 
their first podium finish. 
 
The Netherlands finished second in the Longines League of Nations™ Final in 
Barcelona last year but failed to reach the second round in Abu Dhabi last month. 
Tani Joosten produced a faultless performance there and is selected again alongside 
her Abu Dhabi team mate Kevin Jochems. Sanne Thijssen and Mathijs van Asten 
complete the quartet that bid to make amends for a disappointing start to The 
Netherlands’ season. 
 
Having fielded a relatively inexperienced team in Abu Dhabi that finished in 10th 
place, USA send out a quartet that know exactly how to deliver on big occasions for 
their home leg. Having finished third last year, Robert Ridland calls up three of the 
quartet that secured USA’s podium position 12 months ago. Olympic and World 
Team champion Laura Kraut conjured up two faultless rounds last year and few 
would bet against her emulating that performance in two weeks’ time. McLain Ward 
shares those accolades and delivered a clear and four faults last year. 
 
Aaron Vale, a member of USA’s Longines League of Nations™ Final team in 
Barcelona joins them again in Ocala, and Lillie Keenan completes the quartet. The 
home nation will be vying for victory here and fighting for maximum points to help 
them on their way to qualification for Barcelona once more.  
 
Ireland go into the second leg at the top of the league standings with 100 points, 
followed by France on 90, Germany on 80, Italy on 70 whilst Great Britain round out 
the top five on 60 points. 
 
The second leg of the Longines League of Nations™ 2025 will be staged in Ocala on 
Saturday 22 March 2025 and the world’s top 10 Jumping nations will put on a show 
in their pursuit of victory and a coveted place at the most prestigious team Jumping 
final in the world. 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Longines League of NationsTM 
2025 Standings 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can check the full Longines League of NationsTM Ranking here 
 

https://data.fei.org/Ranking/Search.aspx?rankingCode=S_LNR


 

 
 

The Longines League of 
NationsTM Trophy 

 
 

 
  

Find out more about the Longines League of NationsTM Trophy here 



 

 
 

What happened in Abu 
Dhabi? 
 
Ireland are invincible in Abu Dhabi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Team Ireland, winners of the Longines League of Nations™ 2025 qualifier in Abu Dhabi (UAE) © FEI/Richard 

Juilliart 
 
 
Ireland’s Chef d’equipe Michael Blake led his team to victory in the opening leg of 
the Longines League of NationsTM 2025 series held in Abu Dhabi (UAE) this afternoon. 
His choice-blend of youth and experience proved a magic tonic as his four- man 
team of Denis Lynch (Vistogrand), Trevor Breen (Highland President), Jason Foley 



 

 
 

(Chedington Hazy Toulana) and Michael Pender (HHS Los Angeles) conjured up a 
flawless performance across seven rounds of Jumping to see Ireland take the 
honours in the opening leg of the 2025 edition of the Longines League of NationsTM 
in Abu Dhabi. They did this in convincing style, without a single fence falling to 
deliver a white wash victory and complete on a final score of zero faults. 
 
The series is open to teams from the nine highest ranked nations on the Longines 
Ranking List in 2024 as well as the reigning Longines League of NationsTM Final title 
holders. As winners of the 2024 Final and of the opening leg in Abu Dhabi last year, 
Germany were amongst the favourites to take victory here this afternoon. These ten 
nations were joined by the UAE, invited to compete in this leg of the series as host 
nation. 
 
Determined to continue their rise amongst the highest ranked Jumping nations in 
the world, the UAE team, lead by Chef d’Equipe William Funnell, made their 
intentions clear from the outset as their pathfinder, 21-year-old Omar Abdul Aziz Al 
Marzooqi, the very first athlete to face the twelve fence challenge set by Santiago 
Varela (ESP) in round one, piloted his incredible stallion Enjoy de la Mure to 
perfection and delivered the first clear round of the competition. 
 
When his team mates Abdullah Humaid Al Muhairi (Chacolu), Humaid Abdulla 
Khalifa Al Muhairi (Foncetti vd Heffinck) followed suit after the third rotation of 
athletes, UAE had guaranteed themselves a first round score of zero faults and a 
place in the second round, open only to the top eight nations after the culmination 
of round one. 
 
Varela’s course produced his customary balance of proving jumpable by the less 
experienced nations, whilst presenting challenges to the world’s best combinations 
throughout. His up to height track made use of a variety of fence materials, 
strategically placed with a number of distance options and turns to wide oxers tight 
off the arena edges. It was a track that required concentration of athletes 
throughout and tested balance and obedience of their equine partners. His time 
allowed was generous, bringing the focus on pure Jumping and highlighting his 
main aim of showcasing the abilities of these wonderful equine athletes to the 
world. 
 
His line of the oxer at fence five to the open water at six and a curving related 
distance of six or seven strides to the double of verticals at fence 7a and b proved 
influential as did the final line of the Longines combination on a six-stride distance 
to the final fence, a 1.61m vertical crowned with a delicate white plank. Whilst these 
lines caused some of the most experienced athletes to fault, the fact that only one 
fence on his track, the vertical at fence one, didn’t fall, is testament to his course 
building genius. 
 
Fourteen combinations produced faultless performances in round one with nine of 
those coming from athletes representing Ireland, UAE and France seeing all three 
nations finish the first round on zero. 
 
Ireland’s final athlete, Longines League of NationsTM debutant Jason Foley, 
remarkably produced their fourth round without incurring a jumping fault. He 
finished with just two-time faults aboard his new ride of just a few weeks, 



 

 
 

Chedington Hazy Toulana at their first show together, demonstrating not only the 
strength and depth of the Irish talent base, but also the ultimate faith that Michael 
Blake has in his athletes and the immense confidence and belief he instils in them. 
 
Great Britain, Italy, Belgium, Germany and Switzerland made up the final eight 
teams qualified to contest round two over an identical track. 
 
Starting again in reverse order of qualification after round one, athletes from Ireland, 
UAE and France were the last three nations to compete in the second round team 
rotations, with France last to go due to posting the fastest combined time of their 
athletes in round one. 
 
A twist in the traditional Nations Cup format sees only three athletes from each of 
the eight nations come back to contest round two in the Longines League of 
NationsTM. This creates an added element of pressure as every score counts and 
doesn’t allow the luxury of a drop score. 
 
In eighth and seventh place respectively, Switzerland and Germany put pressure on 
the leaders when their first two athletes produced clear rounds in round two, Sophie 
Hinners (GER) producing the first double clear of the competition. But when neither 
of their final leg athletes could replicate these scores, they relinquished their podium 
prospects. The chances of Belgium and Great Britain slipped further out of reach 
despite a clear from Jos Verlooy (BEL) and a double clear from Donald Whitaker 
(GBR) as two of their three athletes coming forward to round two faulted. 
 
Italy came back from an uncharacteristic second round mistake incurred by 
pathfinder Giulia Martinengo Marquet who had been faultless in round one as the 
usually dependable Emanuele Camilli and Odense Odeveld resumed normal service 
second time round to provide a zero score in round two after a disappointing eight 
fault opener. The experience of Piergiorgio Bucci shone through as he posted a 
double clear for Italy with Hantano to see them finish in fifth place. 
 
The battle for the podium positions remained between Ireland, UAE and France. 
Denis Lynch showed his team mates the way as he guided Vistogrand to a second 
flawless performance, maintaining their zero score. Omar Abdul Aziz Al Marzooqi 
picked up eight faults second time around, opening the door for France and Ireland. 
Simon Delestre delivered another clear round to see them neck and neck in the race 
for the title with two athlete rotations remaining. 
 
Back from a career threatening injury sustained just nine months ago, Trevor Breen 
rode a second foot perfect round to pile the pressure on France to match their still 
faultless performance. UAE fought back as Abdullah Humaid Al Muhairi produced 
his second clear of the competition, putting his team right back in the reckoning. 
Under the new format the pressure was on the remaining athletes and Jeanne 
Sadran, faultless in round one for France, never found her rhythm around the track 
second time round, accruing an unexpected 12 faults for France dropping them 
below UAE with one athlete rotation remaining. 
 
Ireland’s anchorman Michael Pender knew that he could afford a fence down and 
still seal victory for his team, but two fences down would see them in a jump-off. 
However, no such cushion was required as the 25-year-old rider rode with a 



 

 
 

confidence and nerve that belied his years as he expertly guided HHS Los Angeles 
to produce the third double clear for Ireland and complete an unprecedented white 
wash victory in which they completed seven rounds without incurring a jumping 
fault. 
 
With the winners decided, the final podium positions came down to the final two 
riders of the competition. With UAE sitting in second position on eight faults, they 
couldn’t afford a fence down from their anchorman. Abdullah Mohd Al Marri, having 
posted an unfortunate four faults in round one which was the drop score on that 
occasion, knew that only a clear round would do this time and he delivered exactly 
that under immense pressure in front of his home crowd to seal an incredible 
second place finish for the UAE. 
 
Kevin Staut (FRA) set out as the final athlete of the competition. Knowing that first 
and second place were unattainable at this stage, France were fighting for third 
place and only a clear would secure this for them. His experience was visible as he 
expertly guided his long-term partner Visconti du Telman around the track without 
fault for the second time to give the pre- competition favourites some consolation 
with a third-place finish. 
 
The Irish were understandably delighted with the result and Michael Blake was full 
of praise for his team. 
 
  
 

“It’s incredible, winning on zero is hard to do. Were a small nation, we’re really 
punching above our weight! We were resilient today. I’m so proud of my boys. They 

jumped seven rounds today without a fence down. The Nations Cup’s mean so 
much to Ireland so this really means everything.” 

 
  

Michael Blake 
(Chef d'Equipe - IRL) 

 
  
He also expressed his gratitude to Denis Lynch for imparting his knowledge and 
experience upon his less experienced team members and “always taking them 
under his wing”. 
 
It was a fairy tale comeback for Trevor Breen who sustained a career threatening 
injury just nine months ago when fracturing three vertebrae in his neck and back 
after a fall in the Hamburg Grand Prix. For a period, he was told he would never ride 
again, but following a successful operation, the outlook became a little brighter day 
by day. He credits the support of his family, friends and team around him as well as 
following expert medical advice to the letter for his astonishing recovery and return 
to the very highest level of competition. To produce a double clear under these 
circumstances is fairy tale material, and to do it on a homebred horse, is simply the 
icing on the cake! 
 
Having been the anchor leg for Ireland last year when they finished in second after 
a fault in his final round, Michael Pender was relieved to have put that ghost to rest 



 

 
 

this time. Like all of his team mates his was full of praise for his hires HHS Los Angeles. 
“She’s a very good horse, she’s taken a bit more time than we’d hoped (to get to this 
level) but I’m very lucky to ride her. She jumped amazingly today” 
 
Michael Blake’s faith in Jason Foley was evident, selecting him on a horse that he’d 
only had the ride on for a few weeks and at their first show together. “Even people 
back home thought I was mad!” Blake joked, “But Jason is an incredible jockey, he’s 
been placed in every nations cup team I’ve put him on and he always jumps clear 
rounds” he justified happily. 
 
Jason said that it was a dream start to his first 5* Nations Cup. “I’m delighted to have 
formed a great partnership already with the mare and so grateful to Michael for 
putting his neck on the line for me!” 
 
“We came here as underdogs but we came with a plan” concluded Denis Lynch who 
was delighted with Vistogrand and the incredible record he has maintained today, 
jumping clear at every Nations Cup he has been selected for’. 
 
They may be small in population, but the tiny Emerlad Isle have justified their 
current ranking as the best team in the World and as powerhouses of the sport of 
Jumping. 
 
After the first leg of the Longines League of NationsTM 2025, Ireland head the 
leaderboard on 100 points ahead of France in second on 90 points and reigning 
champions Germany in third on 80 points. 
 
The series moves across the Atlantic next month as Ocala (USA) hosts the second 
leg of the Longines League of NationsTM 2025 on 22 March. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

  



 

 
 

LLN Online Pressroom 
 
All Media-related assets for the Longines League of NationsTM series 2025 will be 
available on the LLN Online Pressroom. This innovative platform offers 
comprehensive resources, all in one convenient place, to help with remote 
journalistic coverage of all qualifiers and the grand Final of the Longines League of 
NationsTM series 2025. 
 
Features include: 
 

• Press Conference Livestream 
Watch livestreamed post-competition press conferences, where you can 
submit questions directly to the participants. 
 

• Press Kits  
All press kits for all LLN events will be available on this platform. 
 

• Media Accreditation 
Links to apply for Media accreditation 
  

• Key Documents 
Find essential documents such as Course Plans, Start Lists, Guidelines, etc. 
conveniently located in one place and downloadable as PDFs. 
 

• Participant Biographies 
Access detailed information about all participating athletes in each 
qualifier. 
 

• Full Results and Standings 
Stay informed with competition results and the latest standings in the 
series. 
 

• Photo & Video Resources 
Discover a collection of high-quality images for use in your reports and 
coverage of the Longines League of NationsTM. 

 
 
 
Media can access the LLN Online Pressroom here 
 
 
 

https://leagueofnations.fei.org/press
https://leagueofnations.fei.org/press


 

 
 

FEI Online resources 
  
Keep up to date with the latest news from the Longines League of NationsTM leg in 
Ocala (USA) here. 
  
Schedules and results will be available here.  
 
Request a Media Accreditation to cover the LLN Ocala on-site here. 
 
The League of NationsTM qualifier in Ocala (USA) will be broadcast live on FEI TV, the 
FEI’s official broadcasting platform.  
 
Images & Content: Free images for editorial purposes are available from the FEI 
Flickr account in the photostream and in the dedicated album.  
 
The Longines League of NationsTM Digital Press Office is available here 
 
Biographies from the main participants are available here  
 
You can find the Longines League of NationsTM on Facebook, X, Instagram, TikTok 
and YouTube. 
 
Join the action on social media by using the hashtags #LonginesLeagueOfNations 
#LLN and #Jumping  
 
Get all the info about the Longines League of NationsTM, including venues, rules, 
participating teams, etc on the Longines League of NationsTM Hub 
 

  

https://leagueofnations.fei.org/news
https://leagueofnations.fei.org/standings
https://worldequestriancenter.com/media/media-accreditation-form-longines-league-of-nations/
https://www.clipmyhorse.tv/de_CH/fei-tv
https://www.flickr.com/photos/gallery_fei/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/gallery_fei/
https://leagueofnations.fei.org/press
https://bios.fei.org/bios
https://www.facebook.com/LonginesLeagueOfNations/
https://twitter.com/LonginesNations
https://www.instagram.com/longinesleagueofnations/
https://www.tiktok.com/@longinesleagueofnations
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkGw_hjzc7XHuKMzzLxtrIA
https://leagueofnations.fei.org/


 

 
 

FEI & Ocala OC Contact 
Details 
 

 

Didier Montes (available on-site) * 
FEI Sport Communications & Media Relations Manager 
Didier.Montes@fei.org 
+41 78 750 61 21 
 
Paul Stretton 
FEI Sport Communications & Media Operations Senior Manager 
Paul.Stretton@fei.org 
+41 78 661 66 53 
  
Tobias Friedrich (available on-site) * 
FEI Broadcast Production Manager 
Tobias.Friedrich@fei.org 
+41 78 750 61 71 
 
Jeffrey Stein 
FEI Media Rights Manager 
Jeffrey.Stein@fei.org 
+41 78 750 61 74 
 
Jennifer Wood (available on-site) * 
Ocala OC Press Officer 
jwood@jumpmediallc.com 
+1 803-240-7488 
 
Leah Tong (available on-site) * 
WEC Director of Marketing & Brand Strategy 
leah.tong@wec.net 
+1 727-946-2886 
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