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World Horse Welfare

Founded in 1927

We work to improve 
welfare by strengthening 
the horse-human 
relationship



What we do



We help horses across all roles

Horses in need Sport and Leisure horses Horses used in work and 
production 



We influence policy worldwide



We support ethical and responsible horse sport

o Welfare advisor to sport regulators
• International Equestrian Federation (FEI) – Code of

Conduct for Welfare of Horse
• FEI’s Equine Ethics & Wellbeing Commission
• International Horse Sport Confederation (IHSC)
• British Horseracing Authority (BHA)
• Informally to other national federations

o Associate Member of British Equestrian

• Member of Equine Welfare and Ethics Advisory Group







Scientific papers published 2004-2023
(containing the words ‘horse’, ‘horses’, or ‘equine’ and ‘welfare’)
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Our goal is to 
provide a 
positive 
mental state



The Five Domains of animal welfare 



Horses need: 
Freedom
Forage
Friends









Can I? 

Ethics /ˈeθ·ɪks/
A system of accepted beliefs that control behaviour, 
especially such a system based on morals – Cambridge 
Dictionary

o Ethical approach is to ask first:
• “Should I do this?”

o If answer is ‘yes,’ then ask:
“I am going to do this – how can I make the 
experience the best for the horse?”





Physical health

Behaviour

Ethology

Learning

Cognition

Affective state (happy 
vs unhappy)

Physiology
Ethics

Human behaviour 
change

Nutrition

Equine welfare science

Human-animal 
interactions

Social 
psychology

Human factors







Need more good quality research











Proactively safeguarding 
our horses will help 
safeguard our sport for 
the future.



Thank you.
@rolyowers

@horsecharity
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