
 

 

 

23 October 2018 

Dear Member Federations, 

Please find below a summary of the proposed changes to the Veterinary 

Regulations together with the corresponding explanations, the comments received 

as well as the reasoning for accepting or not accepting each comment. 

Modifications to the text are indicated in red print; text that has been moved from 

one location to another is indicated in green.  

Kindly note that modifications of a purely editorial nature and corrections to 

spelling and/or article numbers are not included in the summary below. 

The proposed change will be submitted for voting at the FEI General Assembly 

2019.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Göran Akerstrom 

  

PROPOSALS FOR 2019 MODIFICATIONS TO THE VETERINARY 
REGULATIONS 

 



 

1. Horses entering the FEI Stables Area 

Article No. 1002 –Vaccinations and Infectious Diseases 

 

1. All laboratory tests performed for infectious disease testing, particularly those required 

by government legislation, must be recorded in the Passport.  

 

2. All Horses entering the FEI Stables Area and/or participating in FEI Events must be 

vaccinated against equine influenza, according to Article 1003.   Exceptions may be 

granted by the FEI Veterinary Department and where national legislation states 

otherwise which shall only be applicable to Horses competing in that nation. 

 

3. Vaccinations administered against Equine Influenza and other equine infectious diseases 

must be entered in the Horse’s Passport on the correct vaccination page. 

 

4. The name and batch number of the vaccine and the date of administration must be 

recorded in the Passport. 

 

5. Vaccination must be administered by a veterinarian who must sign and stamp the 

Passport against the relevant vaccination entry. 

 

6. Errors in recording vaccination details must be corrected by marking a single line through 

the incorrect information and re-writing all the details for that vaccination on a new line. 

The person marking through the incorrect information must place their initials next to 

the deletion. The use of correction fluid is prohibited. 

 

7. When a new or duplicate FEI Passport is issued, the Horse’s veterinarian can use the 

following statement to summarise a long equine influenza history: "The vaccination 

history of this Horse is correct to date in accordance with the FEI Veterinary Regulations. 

Last vaccination on 00/00/00 date”. 

 

8. No vaccination shall be given within seven days of the Horse’s arrival at the Event. 

 

9. Vaccinations must not be given to Horses at FEI Event sites. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

An addition to the Regulations will be made to clarify which horses should be permitted to 

enter the FEI Stables Area at events. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

A new paragraph is to be added to Article 1002 as follows: 

 

‘FEI Horses entering the FEI Stables Area that are not competing must be FEI-registered 

Horses. They must comply with the equine influenza vaccination requirements as described 

in Article 1003, undergo an Examination on Arrival and comply with any additional health 

requirements.’   

 

Comments received 



 

 

CAN NF: suggests clarification to the proposed wording as follows:  

‘FEI Horses entering the FEI Stables Area that are not competing or not competing in FEI 

classes must be FEI-registered Horses. They must comply with the equine influenza 

vaccination requirements as described in Article 1003, undergo an Examination on Arrival 

and comply with any additional health requirements.’   

 

 

FEI feedback 

 

The FEI considers the suggested addition to the text unnecessary. The purpose of the 

proposal is to ensure that only FEI registered horses are stables in the FEI Stables Area. 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

2. Method of recording information in equine passports 

Article No. 1002 – Vaccinations and Infectious Diseases 

 

1. All laboratory tests performed for infectious disease testing, particularly those required 

by government legislation, must be recorded in the Passport.  

 

2. All Horses entering the FEI Stables Area and/or participating in FEI Events must be 

vaccinated against equine influenza, according to Article 1003.   Exceptions may be 

granted by the FEI Veterinary Department and where national legislation states 

otherwise which shall only be applicable to Horses competing in that nation. 

 

3. Vaccinations administered against Equine Influenza and other equine infectious diseases 

must be entered in the Horse’s Passport on the correct vaccination page. 

 

4. The name and batch number of the vaccine and the date of administration must be 

recorded in the Passport. 

 

5. Vaccination must be administered by a veterinarian who must sign and stamp the 

Passport against the relevant vaccination entry. 

 

6. Errors in recording vaccination details must be corrected by marking a single line through 

the incorrect information and re-writing all the details for that vaccination on a new line. 

The person marking through the incorrect information must place their initials next to 

the deletion. The use of correction fluid is prohibited. 

 

7. When a new or duplicate FEI Passport is issued, the Horse’s veterinarian can use the 

following statement to summarise a long equine influenza history: "The vaccination 

history of this Horse is correct to date in accordance with the FEI Veterinary Regulations. 

Last vaccination on 00/00/00 date”. 

 

8. No vaccination shall be given within seven days of the Horse’s arrival at the Event. 

 

9. Vaccinations must not be given to Horses at FEI Event sites. 



 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The FEI would like to propose that all information recorded in the Horse’s Passport is written 

in the roman alphabet for harmonisation and ease of understanding. The proposed wording 

is an addition to the Regulations. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

A new paragraph is to be added to Article 1002 as follows: 

 

‘All information concerning vaccinations must be written in the Horse’s Passport in the roman 

alphabet.’ 

 

Comments received 

 

GBR NF: request that the need for this is explained further and that decimal numbering is 

accepted. 

FEI feedback 

 

The Roman alphabet (Latin alphabet) is the preferred alphabet to use since it is the base of 

many different languages. The aim of the regulation is to prevent the use of scripts based 

on other scripts such as Chinese and Arabic, for ease of understanding. 

 

The FEI is unsure of the meaning of decimal numbering in the request.  

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Proposal stays as above.  

 

3. Prohibited Methods 

Article No. 1004.1 – Prohibited Methods 

 

1. Horses are not permitted to compete in FEI Events: 

  

a) with hyposensitive or hypersensitive areas of the body;  

b) with a tracheotomy/tracheostomy (i.e. a surgical opening through the skin into the 

trachea); 

c) following gene doping (i.e. the non-therapeutic use of cells, genes, genetic elements 

or the modulation of gene expression having the capacity to improve performance); 

and 

d) following blood doping, or similar methods. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 



 

The current Regulations are not comprehensive enough and do not reflect challenges in the 

field. Additions are proposed to the current text. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

Additions to Article 1004.1 is proposed as follows: 

 

1. Horses are not permitted to compete in FEI Events: 

  

a) with hyposensitive or hypersensitive areas of the body;  

b) with a tracheotomy/tracheostomy (i.e. a surgical opening through the skin into the 

trachea); 

c) following gene doping (i.e. the non-therapeutic use of cells, genes, genetic elements 

or the modulation of gene expression having the capacity to improve performance);  

c)d) following any form of genetic modification; 

e) following blood doping, or similar methods (e.g. ozone haemotherapy); 

f) with any object that punctures the skin with the exception of staples used for the 

purpose of wound closure; 

g) wearing contact lenses unless permission has been granted from the FEI Veterinary 

Department; and 

d)h) if the hair on the limbs has been clipped at any point during their presence at 

an FEI Event site. Permission must be granted from the VC/VD by the PTV for 

clipping required for veterinary purposes, prior to any investigation or treatment 

taking place.   

 

Comments received 

 

BEL NF: suggest an addition to the proposed wording for Article 1004.1 part h) as described 

below. Event sites might be existing locations and the Ground Jury is only responsible during 

the show to take any appropriate action. 

‘if the hair on the limbs has been clipped at any point during their presence at an FEI Event 

site during the Event. Permission must be granted from the VC/VD by the PTV for clipping 

required for veterinary purposes, prior to any investigation or treatment taking place.’   

 

CAN NF: suggest clearer wording in the following proposal regarding point f): 

If the horse’s legs are clipped while at an FEI competition without permission from the VC/VD 

and in an attempt to hyper sensitize the limbs. 

 

GER NF: requests that the use of stitches is considered in relation to point f) as they may 

be more suitable than the use of staples for wound closure on certain parts of the body e.g. 

eye area. 

 

With respect to point h) they suggest the addition of the term ‘and/or shaved’. They welcome 

the new rule but consider it insufficient and the length of the hair should be considered.  

 

IRL NF: suggest an addition to the proposed wording for Article 1004.1 part h) as follows  

‘if the hair on the limbs has been shaven/clipped at any point during their presence at an 

FEI Event site. Permission must be granted from the VC/VD by the PTV for shaving/clipping 

required for veterinary purposes, prior to any investigation or treatment taking place.’   

 

USA NF: believe the intent of point f) is unclear and it would be very difficult to enforce. 

They request: 

- if the intent of this regulation applies to any clipping anywhere on the limb.  

- if clipping of certain areas is believed to be linked to hypersensitivity then the relevant 

area of the limb should be defined and propose the following wording ‘Clipping of the ???? 

area of the lower limb is not permitted during an FEI Event. If clipping is required as part of 



 

veterinary treatment or investigation, then permission must be sought by the PTV from the 

VC/VD’  

- if this regulation is relevant to disciplines that are not considered to be subject to 

hypersensitivity issues. If this is considered to be necessary in all disciplines, a request has 

been made for the reasoning.  

FEI feedback 

 

The FEI is not in favour of using the term ‘during the event’ in paragraph f) as this will 

restrict the rule to the ‘Period of the Event’ which is a shorter amount of time than the time 

the horse remains on the venue. The FEI wishes to prevent the clipping/shaving of limbs at 

all times.  

 

The suggestions to add ‘stitches’ and ‘shaven’ will both be incorporated into the proposed 

change in paragraph h). In addition the part of the limb in question will be clarified and the 

disciplines affected.  

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

2. Horses are not permitted to compete in FEI Events: 

  

a) with hyposensitive or hypersensitive areas of the body;  

b) with a tracheotomy/tracheostomy (i.e. a surgical opening through the skin into the 

trachea); 

c) following gene doping (i.e. the non-therapeutic use of cells, genes, genetic elements 

or the modulation of gene expression having the capacity to improve performance);  

c)d) following any form of genetic modification; 

e) following blood doping, or similar methods (e.g. ozone haemotherapy); 

f) with any object that punctures the skin with the exception of wound closure 

materials; 

g) wearing contact lenses unless permission has been granted from the FEI Veterinary 

Department; and 

d)h) if the hair on the limbs has been clipped and/or shaven at any point during 

their presence at an FEI Event site . Permission must be granted from the VC/VD by 

the PTV for clipping and/or shaving required for veterinary purposes, prior to any 

investigation or treatment taking place.   

 

 

4. Separation of Treatment Boxes 

Article No. 1008.3 – Stables 

 

3. A minimum of two stables of at least 3x3m, labelled as ‘Treatment Boxes’  must be 

provided in an easily accessible location. The number of Treatment Boxes must be 

determined by the VD and VSM, based on the number of entries and the Discipline in 

question. Additional Treatment Boxes may be requested by FEI Veterinary Department. 

Treatment Boxes must be easy to clean, available at all times when the stables are open 

and must not be used for EADCM sampling.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Treatment boxes are often located between Horses in the FEI Stables Area and considered 

a risk to other horses. An amendment is proposed to paragraph 3. 

 



 

Proposed Wording 

 

An amendment to Article 1008.3 is proposed as follows: 

 

A minimum of two stables of at least 3x3m, labelled as ‘Treatment Boxes’. They must be 

provided in an easily accessible location and separated with a barrier from individual stables. 

The number of Treatment Boxes must be determined by the VD and VSM, based on the 

number of entries and the Discipline in question. Additional Treatment Boxes may be 

requested by FEI Veterinary Department. Treatment Boxes must be easy to clean, available 

at all times when the stables are open and must not be used for EADCM sampling.  

 

Comments received 

 

CAN NF: suggest the following proposal for consideration: 

‘There must be a solid partition between the treatments box and any other box/stall in which 

a horse may be stabled so that contact between horses is not possible…’ 

 

GER NF: request clarification concerning the term ‘barrier’. Barriers could be problematic to 

implement for smaller events. They suggest having treatment boxes either nearby the stable 

area or if available in the veterinary centre as lonely treatment boxes could be an invitation 

for abuse. 

 

FEI feedback 

 

The FEI will incorporate the suggestion of solid partitions between treatment boxes and 

stables and the possibility of having treatment boxes in veterinary centres. 

 

Article 1008.3 already requests testing boxes to be of at least 3x3m in size.  

Proposed Final Wording 

 

2. A minimum of two clean stables of at least 3x3m, labelled as ‘Treatment Boxes’. They 

must be provided in an easily accessible location and separated with a solid partition 

from individual stables or be located in a veterinary treatment centre. The number of 

Treatment Boxes must be determined by the VD and VSM, based on the number of 

entries and the Discipline in question. Additional Treatment Boxes may be requested by 

FEI Veterinary Department. Treatment Boxes must be easy to clean, available at all 

times when the stables are open and must not be used for EADCM sampling.  

 

 

5. Use of Enclosures (also known as ‘yards’) 

Article No. 1008 – Stables 

 

There is no current regulations that concern the use of enclosures (or ‘yards’) at FEI events. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Enclosures are used in certain events and guidance is needed regarding their use and 

construction in view of the welfare of the horse. Three paragraphs have been added to the 

Regulations concerning enclosures. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

Three new paragraphs are to be added to Article 1008 as follows: 

 



 

‘Enclosures may be provided at FEI Events in exceptional circumstances.’ 

  

‘Only one Horse should occupy an individual enclosure.’  

 

‘Each enclosure must adhere to the following requirements: 

a) a minimum size of 3m x 3m  

b) solid construction with partitions designed to prevent horses from kicking those in 

    adjacent enclosures  

c) good ventilation 

d) adequate electrical points must be available in the vicinity of the enclosures;  

e) adequate shade must be provided;  

f) good quality water and feed;  

g) fire precautions and evacuation plans, including an area for evacuation in the incident of 

any such emergency;  

h) adequate Horse wash down facilities, so that Horses do not wait more than 10 minutes 

to be washed;  

i) adequate space between rows of enclosures yards for Horse/ Athlete equipment and to 

allow the safe movement of Horses around the enclosure areas; 

j) consideration is to be given to the safety of housing stallions in enclosures.’ 

 

Comments received 

 

AUS NF: Stables are rarely available at events and neither are permanent yards. Many 

events are held on private properties where the building of such yards is not an option. 

Since there are no hire companies providing yards in Australia many of our competitors 

engineer their own portable yards. In response to this, in 2010 Equestrian Australia brought 

the following regulation:  

"Stabling and yards should be of solid construction. From 01 January 2010, the use of 

electrified tape, strings, ropes or chains, will not be permitted at EA Events." 

 
AUS NF suggest the following changes to the proposed regulations: 
 
‘Enclosures may be provided used at FEI Events in exceptional circumstances.’ 

 
‘Each enclosure must adhere to the following requirements: 

a) a minimum size of 3m x 3m  

b) solid construction with partitions designed to prevent horses from kicking those in 

    adjacent enclosures be of solid and safe construction 

c) good ventilation 

d) adequate electrical points must be available in the vicinity of the enclosures;  

e) adequate shade must be provided;  

f) good quality water and feed;  

g) fire precautions and evacuation plans, including an area for evacuation in the incident of 

any such emergency;  

h) adequate Horse wash down facilities, so that Horses do not wait more than 10 minutes 

to be washed;  

i) adequate space between rows of enclosures yards for Horse/ Athlete equipment and to 

allow the safe movement of Horses around the enclosure areas; 

j) consideration is to be given to the safety of housing stallions in enclosures.’ 

 

CAN NF: requests clarification as the current wording could imply that each enclosure must 

have adequate wash down facilities. They feel this should be amended to clearly state this 

rule applies to the stabling area. 

 

IRL NF: suggest a definition of ‘Enclosures’ is added to the glossary  

 



 

NZL NF:  has concerns for the future of eventing in NZL. Most competitions would not be 

able to run under this proposed rule change as currently worded. Many would become CNCs, 

not happen at all and they may have to limit higher level FEI events to only 2 or 3 venues. 

They explain that their horses are very much used to spending time in yards and outdoors 

in fields, and spending long periods in stables can be quite alien and distressing for them. 

They request what standards will be required for each level of competition and definition of 

‘Enclosures may be provided at FEI Events in exceptional circumstances’.  

 

NZL suggests the following changes to the proposed text: 

‘Each enclosure must adhere to the following requirements: 

a) a minimum size of 3m x 3m  

b) solid construction with partitions designed to prevent horses from kicking those in 

    adjacent enclosures be designed to prevent horses from kicking those in adjacent 

enclosures 

be of sturdy construction to ensure the safety of horses at all times 

c) good ventilation 

d) adequate electrical points must be available in the vicinity of the enclosures;  

e) adequate shade should must be provided wherever possible to ensure comfort for horses;  

f) good quality water and feed;  

g) fire precautions and evacuation plans, including an area for evacuation in the incident of 

any such emergency;  

h) adequate Horse wash down facilities, so that Horses do not wait more than 10 minutes 

to be washed;  

i) adequate space between rows of enclosures yards for Horse/ Athlete equipment and to 

allow the safe movement of Horses around the enclosure areas; 

j) consideration is to be given to the safety of housing stallions in enclosures.’ 

 

With reference to point d) some of the remote event locations do not have electricity on site 

in the yarding area. If this is compulsory these events will no longer be able to run FEI 

classes. With reference to point f) the NF suggests this is not the correct place for this 

requirement. Finally, the proposed amendments give strong guidance but leave some 

discretion for the TD/VD to use common sense depending on weather conditions, and local 

circumstances. 

 

FEI feedback 

 

The wording concerning the construction of enclosures has been modified to permit more 

flexibility in construction methods and a definition of enclosures will be added to the 

glossary. With respect to the provision of electricity, the FEI understands that access will be 

variable depending on the event’s location however on-site electricity is required. The 

requirement to provide feed and water will remain in the text so that it is a point that is not 

missed by the reader should they only refer to the yards section of the regulations.   

 

Proposed Final Wording 

‘Enclosures may be provided at FEI Events in exceptional circumstances’ 

  

‘Only one Horse should occupy an individual enclosure’  

 

‘Each enclosure must adhere to the following requirements: 

a) a minimum size of 3m x 3m;  

b) of solid and safe construction designed for the safety of the horse;  

c) adequate electrical points must be available in the vicinity of the enclosures;  

d) adequate shade must be provided;  

e) good quality water and feed;   

e) fire precautions and evacuation plans, including an area for evacuation in the event of 

any such emergency;  



 

g) adequate Horse wash down facilities close to the enclosure area, so that Horses do not 

wait more than 10 minutes to be washed;  

h) adequate space between rows of enclosures/yards for Horse/Athlete equipment and to 

allow the safe movement of Horses around the enclosure areas; 

i) consideration is to be given to the safety of housing stallions in enclosures.’ 

 

A definition of ‘enclosures’ will be added to the glossary as follows: 

‘An enclosure (also known as a yard) is an enclosed area in which a horse can move freely, 

similar to a small paddock or a ‘livestock pen’. Enclosures may or may not have a roof.’   

 

 

6. Use of Practice and Exercise Areas 

Article No. 1021 – Practice, Exercise, Warm-up and Grazing Areas 

 

1. Practice arenas must be fully stewarded at all times when they are officially open and 

be subject to random controls when they are officially closed. 

 

2. Movement of Horses between the stables, grazing areas, practice arenas and main arena 

must be strictly controlled by Stewards.  

 

3. When a grazing area is provided, it is subject to random control by Stewards.  

 

4. Horses must only be grazed or walked in hand in the grazing area. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

It was considered that priority needed to be clarified regarding the use practice and exercise 

areas. An addition is proposed to the current Article. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

A new paragraph is to be added to Article 1021 as follows: 

 

‘Horses competing in FEI Events must be given priority access to practice arenas over 

accompanying horses.’ 

 

Comments received 

 

GER NF: The proposed addition must not apply to national horses also competing in national 

classes. 

FEI feedback 

 

National horses do not fall under jurisdiction of the FEI regulations, the rule therefore only 

applies to FEI-registered horses. 

Proposed Final Wording 



 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

7. Timings of Horse Inspections for Endurance Events 

Article No. 1035 – Horse Inspections’ Timings 

 

Endurance: Within 24 hours before the competition starts  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification was required regarding the timings of Horse Inspections and CEI3* events and 

Championships. An amendment has been made to the existing text in the table. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

The following amendment is proposed to be included in the table in Article 1035: 

 

For CEI* and CEI2* Events: Wwithin 24 hours before the Competition starts. For CEI3* 

Events and above, including Championships: not earlier than 12 hours before and no longer 

than 24hrs before the Competition starts 

 

Comments received 

 

CAN NF: suggests the use of “not earlier” is not clear enough and would like to suggest the 

use of “no less”. 

FEI feedback 

 

The FEI is in agreement with the suggestion which will be incorporated into the text.  

Proposed Final Wording 

 

For CEI* and CEI2* Events: Wwithin 24 hours before the Competition starts. For CEI3* 

Events and above, including Championships: no less than 12 hours before and no longer 

than 24hrs before the Competition starts 

 

 

8. Use of the whip in Horse Inspection 

Article No. 1037.6 – Presentation of Horses 

 

6. Handlers may carry a whip of up to 120cm only, if necessary, except for the presentation 

of Driving Horses. 

 



 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The wording introduced last year will be changed to ensure harmonisation with discipline 

rules.  

  

Proposed Wording 

 

An amendment to Article 1037.6 is proposed as follows: 

 

‘Handlers may carry a whip of up to 120cm only, if necessary, except for the presentation 

of Driving Horses. in the disciplines of Jumping, Eventing, Dressage, Reining, Vaulting and 

Para-Dressage.  

 

Handlers may not carry a whip in the disciplines of Driving and Endurance.’  

 

Comments received 

 

SUI NF: welcome this change 

FEI feedback 

 

N/A 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

9. Hyposensitivity Control System 

Article No. 1049 –The Limb Sensitivity Examination 

 

This is a new regulation and there is no existing text in the Veterinary Regulations. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The proposed Hyposensitivity Control System would apply to Endurance in order to protect 

the horses from injury by identifying horses with lower limb hyposensitivity and prevent/stop 

them from competing in an Endurance ride. It would also ensure a level playing field and 

have a deterrent effect. 

 

The Hyposensitivity Control System can occur (i) pre-ride; (ii) during the ride; and after the 

ride. 

 

Any Examinations will be carried out by the Hyposensitivity Control System Teams which 

shall consist of two FEI Examining Veterinarians. If several Hyposensitivity Control System 



 

Teams are officiating at the same Endurance Event, there must be a designated Primary 

Examining Veterinarian who would be responsible for liaising with the Ground Jury and 

Veterinary Commission. 

 

Consequences for a horse failing to pass the Hyposensitivity Control System 

Examination: 

 

- A member of the Ground Jury (Foreign Judge) is requested 

- The Horse is disqualified (by a decision of the Ground Jury member upon the 

recommendation of the Hyposensitivity Control System Team) 

- A withdrawal of the Horse is not allowed once the Examination has been initiated  

- There is no appeal and no re-examination allowed if a Horse fails the Hyposensitivity 

Control System Examination 

- The Horse will be sampled (urine and/or blood) 

- A mandatory rest period of 4 weeks will apply to the Horse 

- In addition, the Horse must successfully pass a Hyposensitivity Control System 

Examination prior to being entitled to compete again 

- The FEI may open a separate disciplinary procedure depending on the facts/evidence 

 

Failure to have a Hyposensitivity Control System Examination: 

 

- Refusal : A refusal to have his/her Horse examined will have the same consequences 

as mentioned above and a Yellow Warning Card 

- Difficult Horse: In the event that the Horse is “difficult” and cannot be examined, 

there should be two attempts to examine the Horse. If it is not possible to proceed 

with a Hyposensitivity Control System Examination after such two attempts, the 

Horse shall be eliminated and not allowed to compete at the Event at stake. 

- Withdrawal: It is not allowed to withdraw a Horse in order to avoid a Hyposensitivity 

Control System Examination 

 

Practicalities: 

 

(i) Pre-Ride Examination: The Hyposensitivity Control System Examination will take 

place close to the Vet Gate, either immediately before or after the First Horse 

Inspection 

(ii) During the Ride Examination: The Hyposensitivity Control System Examination 

will take place after the Vet Gate and before the Rest Area, after a Vet Gate 

Inspection as the Horse leaves the Vet Gate 

(iii) Post Ride Examination: The Hyposensitivity Control System Examination will take 

place in a location to be agreed with the Ground Jury/Veterinary Commission, 

any time after the Horse has finished the Ride until the end of the Period of the 

Event. Any Horse can be examined, including any Horse that has failed to 

qualify/finish. 

(iv) Selection of Horses: Ideally all Horses will be examined before the Ride but is not 

a requirement. A Horse may be examined several times during the period of the 

Event. If not all Horses are examined, the selection may be random and/or 

targeted. The Ground Jury and/or the Veterinary Commission shall decide on the 

targeted Horse(s) and the reason for targeting must be recorded. 

(v) Identity of the Horse: Must be checked before the Examination (starting number, 

microchip and/or passport) 

(vi) Video Recording: should ideally be used but its use is not mandatory for the 

Ground Jury to take a valid Decision to disqualify a Horse if it fails the 

Hyposensitivity Control System Examination 

(vii) Hyposensitivity Control System Examination Device: Must be FEI approved and 

certified 

 

Proposed Wording 



 

 

If the above is agreed, a Protocol will be added in the Final Draft of the Veterinary 

Regulations for approval at the FEI General Assembly, taking into account National 

Federations’ comments. 

 

Comments received 

 

GBR NF: are in support and would like to understand further how this can be accomplished 

in a green field scenario and perceive this will need very specific instructions on how this is 

to be carried out and evidence of success of such tests in order for this to be successfully 

implemented. 

 

SWE NF: request that when referring to sampling (i.e. urine and/or blood) that the following 

addition should be made: ‘...or other tissue, hair and/or bandage etc’ 

 

FEI feedback 

 

The Protocol concerning the hyposensitivity control system will be added as an Annex to the 

Veterinary Regulations. A reference to this Annex will be made in Article 1048, paragraph 

1.  

 

It is currently not possible to take samples of other tissue, hair and/or bandages at this 

stage as changes to the EADCMRs would be required to support the process and is already 

underway for possible future implementation. 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

An amendment will be made to Article 1048, paragraph 1 as follows:  

 

1. ‘The objectives of this Protocol the Limb Sensitivity Examination (see Art 1049) and the 

Hyposensitivity Control System Examination (see Annex VIII) are to: (i) safeguard the 

welfare of the horse, according to the Code of Conduct for the Horse, and (ii) to ensure 

a level playing field for all Athletes.’ 

 

The following text will form an additional Annex to the Veterinary Regulations: 

 

Annex VIII - Hyposensitivity Control System Examination 

 

I. Hyposensitivity Control System Examination 

 

1. All Endurance Horses are subject to Hyposensitivity Control System Examination 

(hereinafter in this Annex VIII the “Examination”) under the below Protocol throughout 

the Period of an Event, including, but not limited to, (i) pre-ride; (ii) during the ride; and 

(iii) after the ride. Horses may be examined once or on multiple occasions during the 

Period of an Event.   

 

2. If not all the Horses are examined, Horses may be selected randomly and/or targeted. 

The Ground Jury and/or the Veterinary Commission shall decide on the targeted Horse(s) 

and the reason for targeting must be recorded. All Horses selected to be tested must 

submit promptly to the Examination. A refusal by a PR or his/her representative to have 

his/her Horse examined will lead to Disqualification and a Yellow Warning Card. There is 

no obligation to examine any specific number of Horses at an Event. 

 

3. Any Examination will be carried out by the Hyposensitivity Control System teams (which 

shall consist of two FEI Examining Veterinarians) and where possible in the presence of 

at least one member of the GJ.  

 



 

4. If several Hyposensitivity Control System teams are officiating at the same Endurance 

Event, there must be a designated primary Examining Veterinarian who is responsible 

for liaising with the Ground Jury and Veterinary Commission. 

 

5. The Examination will be carried out using a Hyposensitivity Control System Examination 

device, as approved and certified by the FEI. If the Horse has an evasive reaction below 

18 Newtons, it is considered to be negative. No reaction, or a reaction to 18 Newtons or 

above is considered as positive and the Horse has failed to pass the Hyposensitivity 

Control examination.  

 

6. The identity of the Horse must be checked before the Examination (starting number, 

microchip and/or passport). 

 

7. Pre-Ride Examination: The Examination will take place close to the Vet Gate, either 

immediately before or after the First Horse Inspection. 

 

8. During the Ride Examination: The Examination will take place after the Vet Gate and 

before the Rest Area, after a Vet Gate Inspection as the Horse leaves the Vet Gate. 

 

9. Post Ride Examination: The Examination will take place in a location to be agreed with 

the Ground Jury/Veterinary Commission, any time after the Horse has finished the Ride 

until the end of the Period of the Event. Any Horse can be examined, including any Horse 

that has failed to qualify/finish. 

 

10. The Examination may be recorded by video but the use of video recording is not 

mandatory for the GJ to take a Decision. 

 

11. A withdrawal of the Horse is not allowed once the Examination the PR or Support 

Personnel has been notified that the examination is to take place.  

 

12. An examination for lameness, e.g. trotting the Horse, is not part of the Examination. 

 

13. The PR, and/or their representative, will have the right to be heard and the opportunity 

to present any information and/or evidence they wish. 

 

14. The member of the GJ attending the Examination, upon the recommendation of the 

Hyposensitivity Control System team, shall be entitled to (i) Disqualify a Horse for failing 

the Examination; (ii) impose a mandatory rest period of 4 weeks to the Horse applicable 

to CEIs and CENs, and (iii) require that the Horse be submitted to EADCMP sampling 

(urine and/or blood). 

 

15.  An oral and/or written Decision will be issued within thirty (30) minutes of the conclusion 

of the Examination. The GJ member will record the exact time that the Examination 

concluded. 

 

 

II. Disqualification and Other Consequences 

 

1. The notification that the PR has been Disqualified, that the Horse will be subject to a 

mandatory rest period of 4 weeks and that the Horse will be sampled (“Disqualification 

Form”) will be provided to the PR or their representative and signed by a representative 

of the Hyposensitivity Control System team, and one member of the GJ.  

   

2. The Disqualification Form must be signed by the PR, or their representative, to 

acknowledge the Disqualification. If the PR or their representative, refuses to sign the 

Disqualification Form, the GJ must note such refusal on the Disqualification Form. 



 

Refusing to sign will not invalidate the Disqualification or alter any of the consequences 

under this Annex.    

 

3. Copies of the Disqualification Form will be given to the PR and the President of the GJ. 

The original form will be retained by the FEI Veterinary Department.  

 

 

4. Any Horse Disqualified under this Annex must successfully pass a Hyposensitivity Control 

System Examination prior to be entitled to compete again at National and International  

Events.  

 

5. The FEI may open a separate disciplinary procedure against the Person Responsible 

and/or any other relevant person(s) depending on the facts and evidence. 

 

 

III. Failure to Submit to a Hyposensitivity Control System Examination 

 

1. Refusal : A refusal to have his/her Horse examined will have the following consequences: 

o The Horse is Disqualified 

o The Horse will be sampled (urine and/or blood) 

o A mandatory rest period of 4 weeks will apply to the Horse (applicable at CEIs 

and CENs) 

o The Person Responsible will receive a Yellow Warning Card 

 

2. Difficult Horse: In the event that the Horse is “difficult” and cannot be examined, two 

attempts will be made to examine the Horse. If it is not possible to proceed with an 

Examination after such two attempts, the Horse shall be Eliminated and not allowed to 

compete at the Event at stake. 

 

3. Withdrawal: It is not allowed to withdraw a Horse in order to avoid an Examination. 

 

IV. General Points 

 

1. There is no Appeal and no re-examination allowed if a Horse fails the Examination. 

 

2. If a PR is Disqualified under this Examination three (3) times in any twelve (12) month 

period, he/she will be automatically suspended for two (2) months unless exceptional 

circumstances dictate otherwise.  

 

3. All data collected during the Examination is the sole and exclusive property of the FEI 

and shall remain confidential except to the extent such information is included in the 

Decision.  

 

4. This Examination is independent from other rules, processes, and procedures in these 

VRs. Nothing in this Annex shall therefore be construed to limit the processes or 

consequences of other Articles in these VRs, including, but not limited to, Articles 1046 

and 1047. 

 

5. At the first Examination or before, the PR may declare any pre-existing issues relevant 

to the Examination. 

 

6. Examining Veterinarians must report to the FEI Veterinary Department using the Limb 

Sensitivity reporting forms.  

 

 

 



 

10. Use of ice 

Article No. 1064 – Non-Restricted Supportive Therapies 

 

1. Non-Restricted Supportive Therapies include:  

 

a) static magnetic equipment (e.g. magnetic rugs, magnetic leg and neck wraps);  

b) low frequency pulsed electromagnetic field (PEMF) machines (e.g. battery 

powered magnetic rugs and leg wraps, cytowave); 

c) laser therapy using lasers of classes I to III; 

d) massage and massage equipment (e.g. equissage); 

e) cooling equipment;  

f) light emitting diode (LED) therapy devices; 

g) cooling and heating pads; 

h) ionic boots;  

i) kinesio-taping; and 

j) vibration plates. 

 

2. Non-Restricted Supportive Therapies may be carried out by PRs, additional PRs and/or 

Support Personnel. PRs, additional PRs and/or Support Personnel must only carry out 

Non-Restricted Supportive Therapies on Horses they are directly responsible for.   

 

3. PRs, additional PRs and/or Support Personnel must seek specific approval from the 

VC/VD to carry out any therapies not listed above. 

 

4. The carrying out of Non-Restricted Supportive Therapies and associated equipment are 

subject to routine checks by the VC/VD, Stewards and other FEI Officials. 

 

5. The use of PEMF machines is only permitted if their electromagnetic field is below 0.1 

Tesla (1000 Gauss).  

 

6. Cooling with ice and water is not permitted if the temperature is below 0°C. 

 

7. Cooling with machines and other cooling equipment is only permitted if the VC/VD can 

lock the devices so the temperature does not fall below 0°C.   

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification is required concerning the use of ice for the purpose of cooling horses. An 

additional paragraph has been added to this Article. 

  

Proposed Wording 

 

A new paragraph is to be added to Article 1021 as follows: 

 

‘It is not permitted to insert ice or cold water into the Horse’s rectum.’ 

 

Comments received 

 

No comments received. 

FEI feedback 



 

 

N/A 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

11. Use of diathermy at FEI events 

Article No. 1065.1 – Restricted Supportive Therapies 

 

1. Restricted Supportive Therapies include: 

 

a) electrical current devices (e.g. TENS machines, NMES and H-wave); 

b) therapeutic ultrasound therapy; 

c) vacuum therapy; and 

d) physical therapies (e.g. physiotherapy, acupressure, trigger point massage, 

myofascial release, osteopathy, chiropractic and spinal manipulation). 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

A review has been carried out regarding the use of diathermy at FEI events. The review 

concluded there was no risk of fire relating to its use however the therapy could adversely 

affect the horse should it be used incorrectly. Diathermy is proposed to be permitted for use 

at FEI Events however it will be listed as a Restricted Therapy. 

 

An addition to the rules will appear in Article 1065 and diathermy will be removed from 

Article 1967 (Prohibited Supportive Therapies).  

  

Proposed Wording 

 

An amendment to Article 1065.1 is proposed as follows: 

 

1. Restricted Supportive Therapies include: 

a) electrical current devices (e.g. TENS machines, NMES and H-wave); 

b) therapeutic ultrasound therapy; 

c) vacuum therapy; and 

d)       diathermy; and 

d)e) physical therapies (e.g. physiotherapy, acupressure, trigger point massage, 

myofascial release, osteopathy, chiropractic and spinal manipulation). 

 

Comments received 

 

 No comments received. 



 

FEI feedback 

 

N/A 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

12. Use of therapeutic ultrasound at FEI events  

Article No. 1065 – Restricted Supportive Therapies 

 

1. Restricted Supportive Therapies include: 

a) electrical current devices (e.g. TENS machines, NMES and H-wave); 

b) therapeutic ultrasound therapy; 

c) vacuum therapy; and 

d) physical therapies (e.g. physiotherapy, acupressure, trigger point massage, 

myofascial release, osteopathy, chiropractic and spinal manipulation). 

 

2. Restricted Supportive Therapies may only be carried out by a Permitted Equine Therapist 

or a PTV who has undergone specific training in the therapy they are carrying out. 

 

3. The carrying out of Restricted Supportive Therapies and associated equipment are 

subject to routine checks by the VC/VD, Stewards and other FEI Officials. 

 

4. The VD may not approve the use of Restricted Therapies should the Horse’s welfare be 

compromised. 

 

5. Equine Permitted Therapists or PTVs must seek specific approval from the VC/VD to carry 

out any therapies not listed above.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

It has been decided that therapeutic ultrasound may be carried out by PRs and or their 

Support Personnel at FEI Events under PTV and PET supervision. The aim of the change is 

to ensure Horses can receive the therapy as required.  

  

Proposed Wording 

 

A new paragraph is to be added to Article 1065 as follows: 

 

‘Therapeutic ultrasound may be carried out by PRs, additional PRs and/or Support Personnel 

provided they are working under the supervision of a PTV or PET with a suitable 

qualification.’ 

 

Comments received 



 

 

 No comments received. 

 

FEI feedback 

 

The FEI has given further consideration to the proposal and would like to suggest that 

written permission is given to the PR, Additional PR or Support Personnel to help the rule to 

be policed more easily.  

Proposed Final Wording 

 

1. Restricted Supportive Therapies include: 

a) electrical current devices (e.g. TENS machines, NMES and H-wave); 

b) therapeutic ultrasound therapy*; 

c) vacuum therapy; and 

d) physical therapies (e.g. physiotherapy, acupressure, trigger point massage, 

myofascial release, osteopathy, chiropractic and spinal manipulation). 

*Therapeutic ultrasound may be carried out by PRs, additional PRs and/or Support Personnel 

provided they have obtained the prior written permission of a PTV or PET with a suitable 

qualification.   

 

2. Restricted Supportive Therapies may only be carried out by a Permitted Equine 

Therapist or a PTV who has undergone specific training in the therapy they are carrying out. 

 

3. The carrying out of Restricted Supportive Therapies and associated equipment are 

subject to routine checks by the VC/VD, Stewards and other FEI Officials. 

 

4. The VD may not approve the use of Restricted Therapies should the Horse’s welfare 

be compromised. 

 

5. Equine Permitted Therapists or PTVs must seek specific approval from the VC/VD to 

carry out any therapies not listed above.  

 

13. Dry Needling at FEI events  

Article No. 1066 – Acupuncture 

 

1. Acupuncture must only be carried out by a PTV who must supervise the Horse for 

the entire treatment. 

2. Only solid needles are allowed to be used. 

 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Following a number of enquiries, clarification is required concerning the carrying out of dry 

needling at FEI Events. The procedure is considered invasive and therefore only 

veterinarians have been considered suitable persons to carry out this technique. An 

additional paragraph will be added to the Article. 

  

Proposed Wording 



 

 

A new paragraph is to be added to Article 1066 as follows: 

 

1. Acupuncture must only be carried out by a PTV who must supervise the Horse for 

the entire treatment. 

2. Only solid needles are allowed to be used. 

3.     Dry needling may only be carried out by a PTV. 

 

Comments received 

 

IRL NF: suggest a definition of ‘Dry Needling’ is added to the glossary.  

FEI feedback 

 

The FEI will add a definition of dry needling to the glossary as suggested. 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

The following definition of dry needling will be added to the glossary: 

‘Dry needling: the insertion, followed by removal of a needle through the skin and muscle. 

Needles can be removed immediately or left in situ for a short period of time prior to 

removal.’ 

 

 

14. Requirement for Post Mortem Examinations 

Article No. 1081.1 – Post Mortem Examinations 

 

1. The VD must ensure that a full gross post mortem examination is carried out on any 

Horse that is euthanased or dies at an FEI Event regardless of the circumstances 

surrounding the Horse’s death.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Following a number of enquiries, clarification is required concerning where the post mortem 

examination should be carried out where the Horse has been referred from an Event to an 

external clinic for investigation which has resulted in euthanasia. The FEI considers such a 

situation to be related to Event participation, thus requiring a post mortem examination. A 

change is proposed to the existing text.  

  

Proposed Wording 

 

An amendment to Article 1065.1 is proposed as follows: 

 

‘The VD must ensure that a full gross post mortem examination is carried out on any Horse 

that is euthanased or dies as a result of participating in an at an FEI Event or after having 



 

been treated away from the Event site, regardless of the circumstances surrounding the 

Horse’s death.’ 

 

Comments received 

 

CAN NF: suggests a change to the proposed wording as follows: 

‘The VD must ensure that a full gross post mortem examination is carried out on any Horse 

that is euthanased or dies as a result of injuries or disease that occurred during an FEI Event 

or after having been treated away from the Event site for those injuries/disease, regardless 

of the circumstances surrounding the Horse’s death.’ 

 

GER NF: In case of fractures the main focus should be set on the examination of bone 

structure/changes in bone structure considering for example the widespread use of 

bisphosphonates. 

 

IRL NF: suggests a change to the proposed wording as follows: 

‘The VD must ensure that a full gross post mortem examination is carried out on any Horse 

that is euthanased or dies as a result of participating during the course of participating in 

an FEI Event or after having been treated away from the Event site, regardless of the 

circumstances surrounding the Horse’s death.’ 

 

 

FEI feedback 

 

The FEI is in agreement with the feedback from the Equestrian Canada and will incorporate 

these suggestions into the final proposal.  

 

The suggested text of ‘during the course of participating’ has been considered but the FEI 

believes the interpretation could be too wide thus potentially excluding cases that should 

have undergone a post mortem examination.  

 

During the course of post mortem examinations, additional tests are already routinely 

carried out to identify bone pathologies where appropriate. The FEI does not consider it 

necessary to add this to the Veterinary Regulations since it is case-specific. 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

‘The VD must ensure that a full gross post mortem examination is carried out on any Horse 

that is euthanased or dies as a result of injuries or disease that occurred during  at an FEI 

Event or after having been treated away from the Event site for those injuries/disease, 

regardless of the circumstances surrounding the Horse’s death.’ 

 

 

15. Stabling of Horses at FEI Events  

Article No. 1099.1 – Responsibilities 

 

1. PRs must ensure that they and their Horse(s) comply with all aspects of these VRs, 

and EADCMRs including but not limited to: 

 

a) the FEI Code of Conduct for the Welfare of the Horse; 

b) Horse Passports, including horse identification information, 

microchip details and FEI validation stickers, in accordance with the 

GRs, ensuring that their NFs are notified of all relevant changes or 

updates as required; 

c) biosecurity requirements; 



 

d) government animal health requirements for the international 

movement of Horses for competition; 

e)  vaccination requirements; 

f) Horse Inspections; 

g) FEI Medication Logbook;  

h) authorisation for veterinary treatment, medication or other 

supportive therapies received by the Horse during or shortly before 

an Event;  

i) all provisions related to the implementation of the EADCMRs and 

Elective Testing; 

j) limb sensitivity examination; 

k) pony measuring; and 

l) the reporting of equine fatalities resulting from FEI Event 

participation. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification is required regarding the necessity of stabling horses at FEI where stables have 

been provided by the OC. With respect to Article 1054 horses should be stabled where 

stables are provided by the OC.  

  

Proposed Wording 

 

An amendment to Article 1099.1 is proposed as follows: 

 

PRs must ensure that they and their Horse(s) comply with all aspects of these VRs, and 

EADCMRs including but not limited to: 

a) the FEI Code of Conduct for the Welfare of the Horse; 

b) Horse Passports, including horse identification information, microchip details and FEI 

validation stickers, in accordance with the GRs, ensuring that their NFs are notified of all 

relevant changes or updates as required; 

c) biosecurity requirements; 

d) government animal health requirements for the international movement of Horses 

for competition; 

e)  vaccination requirements; 

f)        ensuring that, during the Period of the Event, the Horse is stabled within the FEI 

          Stables, as described by Article 1008.7;  

f)g) Horse Inspections; 

g)h) FEI Medication Logbook;  

h) i) authorisation for veterinary treatment, medication or other supportive therapies 

received by the Horse during or shortly before an Event;  

i) j) all provisions related to the implementation of the EADCMRs and Elective Testing; 

j) k) limb sensitivity examination; 

k) l) pony measuring; and 

l) m) the reporting of equine fatalities resulting from FEI Event participation. 

 

Comments received 

 

IRL NF: are uncertain as to the connections between this proposal, Article 1099.1 (f) and 

Article 1054, which deals with horses leaving the Event; and with Article 1008. II.7, which 

deals with Enclosures. We suspect the drafters meant to refer to Article 1008.II.10 in the 

new proposals.  

FEI feedback 



 

 

The FEI intends that where Organising Committees are required to provide stables, that 

these stables are used by PRs, therefore the reference to Article 1008.7 will remain. Article 

1008.10 refers to the provision of stable security. 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

16. Registration of PTVs with OCs at FEI Events 

Article No. 1101 – Permitted Treating Veterinarians 

 

1. Permitted Treating Veterinarians may assume the following roles: 

 

 Veterinary Services Manager (VSM);   

 Veterinary Control Officer;  

 Treating Veterinarian (TV); 

 Team Veterinarian;  

 Athlete’s Private Veterinarian (APV); and   

 Holding Box Veterinarian. 

 

2. PTVs must have adequate professional indemnity insurance.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The FEI considers the need for all veterinarians to register their presence at FEI Events with 

the OC so they can be given the correct accreditation. An additional paragraph will be added 

to the Article. 

  

Proposed Wording 

 

A new paragraph is to be added to Article 1101 as follows: 

 

‘PTVs that are not appointed by the OC must register with the OC as veterinarians.’ 

 

Comments received 

 

IRL NF: suggests alternative wording to the proposed wording as follows:  

‘PTVs that are not appointed by the OC must register with the OC as veterinarians such’ 

FEI feedback 

 

The feedback has been considered but the FEI considers it necessary to keep the proposed 

wording for clarity.  

Proposed Final Wording 



 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

17. Registration of Team Veterinarians with VD/VCs at FEI Events 

Article No. 1006.7 – Team Veterinarians 

 

7. Team Veterinarians must, on arrival at FEI Events, provide the VC/ VD with their names, 

FEI Veterinarian ID card, contact information and details of the Horses under their care. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The FEI is proposing a harmonised recording system of identifying which veterinarians are 

treating which Horses at FEI Events. A change is proposed to the existing wording. 

  

Proposed Wording 

 

An amendment to Article 1106.7 is proposed as follows: 

 

‘Team Veterinarians must, on arrival at FEI Events, complete the PTV/PET Registration Form 

for that Event provide the VC/ VD with their names, FEI Veterinarian ID card, contact 

information and details of the Horses under their care prior to entering the secured stable 

area.’ 

 

Comments received 

 

SUI NF: In addition to the proposed change, PTVs must know where they can find the list 

and when they have to present themselves. 

FEI feedback 

 

It is the FEI’s intention to provide a form for PTV/PET registration which will be available on 

the website.  

 

The Veterinary Committee has given further consideration to the proposal. Since not all 

events require secured stables, this reference will be removed from the proposed text. 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

7. Team Veterinarians must, on arrival at FEI Events, complete the PTV/PET Registration 

Form for that Eventprovide the VC/ VD with their names, FEI Veterinarian ID card, contact 

information and details of the Horses under their care. 

 

 

18. Registration of APVs with VD/VCs at FEI Events 

Article No. 1107.6 – Athlete’s Private Veterinarians 

 



 

6. APVs must provide the VC/ VD with their names, FEI Veterinarian ID card, contact 

information and details of the Horse(s) under their care on arrival at the Event and prior to 

entering the secured stable area. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The FEI is proposing a harmonised recording system of identifying which veterinarians are 

treating which Horses at FEI Events. A change is proposed to the existing wording. 

  

Proposed Wording 

 

An amendment to Article 1107.6 is proposed as follows: 

 

‘APVs must, on arrival at FEI Events, complete the PTV/PET Registration Form for that Event 

provide the VC/ VD with their names, FEI Veterinarian ID card, contact information and 

details of the Horses under their care prior to entering the secured stable area.’ 

 

Comments received 

 

SUI NF: In addition to the proposed change, PTVs must know where they can find the list 

and when they have to present themselves. 

FEI feedback 

 

It is the FEI’s intention to provide a form for PTV/PET registration which will be available on 

the website.  

 

The Veterinary Committee has given further consideration to the proposal. Since not all 

events require secured stables, this reference will be removed from the proposed text. 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

‘APVs must, on arrival at FEI Events, complete the PTV/PET Registration Form for that Event. 

provide the VC/ VD with their names, FEI Veterinarian ID card, contact information and 

details of the Horses under their care. 

 

 

19. PETs working under supervision 

Article No. 1127.2 – Permitted Equine Therapists’ Role 

 

2. Permitted Equine Therapists must work under the supervision of a named PTV.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Following the introduction of Permitted Equine Therapists and the requirement for them to 

have undergone specific training in the therapy they wish to carry out, the FEI no longer 

believes it necessary for them to work under veterinary supervision. 

  

Proposed Wording 



 

 

The following paragraph will be removed from Article 1127: 

 

‘Permitted Equine Therapists must work under the supervision of a named PTV.’  

 

Comments received 

 

CAN NF: requests that the PET’s must identify the horses they will be treating if they will 

no longer be required to work under veterinary supervision. This will avoid potential 

solicitation within the FEI area. 

FEI feedback 

 

The Registration Form for PETs that is already in use already asks them to list which horses 

they are treating.  

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

 

20. Sanction for PTVs/PETs for failing to register at FEI Events  

Annex No. VI – Sanctions in case of FEI Veterinary Regulation Violations 

 

There is no sanction currently included in Annex VI. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Sanctions are required for the definitive sanctioning of rules violations and to provide clarity. 

A sanction will be added to Annex VI. 

  

Proposed Wording 

 

It is proposed that the following sanction will be added to Annex VI: 

 

Violation 

‘Failure of a Team Veterinarian,  Athlete’s Private Veterinarian or Permitted Equine Therapist 

to submit a PTV/PET Registration Form at the Event’ 

 

Sanction 

‘Report to FEI Veterinary Department. Warning, Removal from the FEI PTV List or PET List 

or  Suspension for up to a period of 1 year depending on the circumstances.’ 

 

Comments received 



 

 

No comments received. 

 

FEI feedback 

 

N/A 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Proposal stays as above. 

 

21. Sanction for clipping Horse’s limbs at FEI Events 

Annex No. VI – Sanctions in case of FEI Veterinary Regulation Violations 

 

There is no current wording in place as this sanction refers to a new regulation. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

A sanction is required to support the proposed regulation concerning the prohibition of 

clipping Horse’s limbs at FEI Events. The sanction is required so that clear, consistent action 

can be taken. The proposal has been added to Annex VI. 

  

Proposed Wording 

 

It is proposed that the following sanction will be added to Annex VI: 

 

Violation 

‘Clipping the hairs on the Horse’s limbs at an Event site.’ 

 

Sanction 

‘Disqualification of the Horse from the Event.’ 

 

Comments received 

 

CAN NF: suggest the below amendment to the proposed wording of the sanction: 

‘Clipping the hairs on the Horse’s limbs at an Event site without permission of the VD/VC’ 

FEI feedback 



 

 

The FEI is in favour of the proposed addition to the text and appropriate changes will be 

made to the proposal.  

Proposed Final Wording 

 

Violation 

‘Clipping and/or shaving the hairs on the Horse’s limbs at an Event site without permission 

of the VD/VC.’ 

 

Sanction 

‘Disqualification of the Horse from the Event.’ 

 

 

The following comments were received from National Federations but as they are not 

related to the changes proposed by the Veterinary Committee, they cannot be taken into 

consideration for the 2019 rules. 

Instead, they will be taken into consideration for the 2020 review on the FEI Veterinary 

Regulations in accordance with the FEI Rules revision policy available here. 

Prohibited Methods 

Article No. 1004.1 –Prohibited Methods 

 

1. Horses are not permitted to compete in FEI Events: 

e) with hyposensitive or hypersensitive areas of the body;  

f) with a tracheotomy/tracheostomy (i.e. a surgical opening through the skin into the 

trachea); 

g) following gene doping (i.e. the non-therapeutic use of cells, genes, genetic elements 

or the modulation of gene expression having the capacity to improve performance); 

and 

h) following blood doping, or similar methods. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

Comments received 

 

IRL NF: suggest a change to the wording as follows:  

 

1. Horses are not permitted to compete in FEI Events: 

a) with hyposensitive or hypersensitive areas of the body;  

b) with a tracheotomy/tracheostomy (i.e. an existing surgical opening through the skin 

into the trachea); 

c) following gene doping (i.e. the non-therapeutic use of cells, genes, genetic elements 

or the modulation of gene expression having the capacity to improve performance); 

and 

d) following blood doping, or similar methods. 

 

FEI feedback 

https://inside.fei.org/system/files/FEI%20Rules%20Revision%20Policy_9%20July%202018%20FINAL_PUBLISHED%209%20JULY_0.pdf


 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

 

Testing Boxes 

Article No. 1008.2 – Testing Boxes 

 

A minimum of two stables of at least 3x3m, labelled as ‘Testing Boxes’ must be provided 

in a safe and quiet area. For Competitions in which there are fewer than 10 Horses 

entered, it is acceptable to provide only one Testing Box. They must contain clean 

bedding and it must be possible to observe the Horse being sampled from outside the 

Testing Box. If the Testing Boxes are constructed on grass, a rubber matting floor must 

be installed. Additional Testing Boxes may be requested by the Testing Veterinarian or 

FEI Veterinary Department.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

 

Comments received 

 

SWE NF: suggest that the EADCM sampling boxes should also meet the size requirements 

of treating boxes, be labelled, easily accessible and be separated with a barrier from 

individual stables. 

FEI feedback 

 

  

Proposed Final Wording 
 

 



 

Presentation of Horses 

Article No. 1037 – Presentation of Horses 

 

1. Horses are presented for Horse Inspections by the Athlete, driver, lunger or groom (the 

“Handler”) who must be suitably dressed for handling Horses. 
 

2. For all Dressage and Eventing competitions and for Jumping FEI World Cup™ Finals, 

Championships and Games, the PR must present his own Horse(s) at the Horse 

inspection, unless the PR has been excused from this requirement in advance by the 

President of the GJ.   

 

3. Chefs d'Equipe, when present, must accompany their team Horses, in addition to their 

grooms and/or their Athletes.  

 

4. Horses’ competition number must be clearly displayed. 

 

5. All Horses must be presented for the Horse Inspection in a controlled and safe manner. 

This normally requires a bridle unless Discipline regulations permit a halter. Any 

equipment used for presentation of the Horse must be in accordance with the FEI Code 

of Conduct for the Welfare of the Horse and its use is at the discretion of the GJ. 
 

6. Handlers may carry a whip of up to 120cm only, if necessary, except for the presentation 

of Driving Horses. 

 

7. No Horse may be presented with its identity concealed in any manner by application of 

paint or dye for example. 

 

8. Horses are not permitted to wear bandages or blankets/rugs or equivalent. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

Comments received 

 

SUI NF: would strongly recommend prohibiting or regulating the length of ropes of the 

handlers as their ends are often used like a whip.  

FEI feedback 

 

Proposed Final Wording 



 

 

 

Post Mortem Examinations 

Article No. 1081.3 – Post Mortem Examinations 

 

3. The FEI will cover the cost of the gross post mortem examination and transport costs to 

the pathology centre, up to 650 Euros.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

Comments received 

 

SUI NF: 650 euros is not enough to cover the full cost of a full post mortem examination 

and transport. 

FEI feedback 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

 

Chapter IX: Pony Measuring 

Article No. 1082 - 1088 – Pony Measuring 

 

The entire chapter is referred to in this comment. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Proposed Wording 

 



 

Comments received 

 

SUI NF:  The procedure for pony measuring is inadequate. OCs are not well enough 

prepared for the measuring of pony at competition, source of many complaints and legal 

problems. Appeal measurement performed on pony after they are qualified for a 

Championship is definitely too late in the life of a pony. 

FEI feedback 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

 

Permitted Treating Veterinarians 

Article No. 1101.3 – Permitted Treating Veterinarians 

 

3. Permitted Treating Veterinarians may assume the following roles: 

 Veterinary Services Manager (VSM);   

 Veterinary Control Officer;  

 Treating Veterinarian (TV); 

 Team Veterinarian;  

 Athlete’s Private Veterinarian (APV); and   

 Holding Box Veterinarian. 

 

4. PTVs must have adequate professional indemnity insurance.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

Comments received 

 

SUI NF: A meeting between the PTV and Official Veterinarian should be mandatory at every 

show. 

FEI feedback 



 

 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

 

Permitted Equine Therapists’ Role 

Article No. 1127 – Permitted Equine Therapists’ Role 

 

1. Permitted Equine Therapists are responsible for carrying out Restricted Supportive 

Therapies at FEI Events. They are however only permitted to carry out the therapies 

listed on their FEI Database profile.  

 

2. Permitted Equine Therapists must work under the supervision of a named PTV. 

 

3. Permitted Equine Therapists must carry their FEI Identification card at all times and have 

it available for random checks by FEI Officials.  

 

4. Permitted Equine Therapists must understand their role as potential Additional Person 

Responsible and/or Support Personnel. 

 

5. Permitted Equine Therapists must: 

a) register themselves with the VC/VD on arrival at the Event before entering the 

Stable area and provide the VC/VD with the Permitted Equine Therapists 

Registration Form; 

b) ensure therapies are undertaken only in the area(s) agreed by the VC/VD; and 

c) seek specific approval from the VC/VD to carry out any therapies not listed under 

Article 1065.  

6. Permitted Equine Therapists are not allowed to compete in any Event where they are 

working as an OC appointed Permitted Equine Therapist. This includes any national class 

that may be running at the same Event.  

 

7. Permitted Equine Therapists are not allowed to carry out any treating or other official 

role in any Event in which they are working as an OC appointed Permitted Equine 

Therapist.  

 

8. Disciplinary actions will be taken against Permitted Equine Therapists who do not follow 

the Permitted Equine Therapists’ Codex and/or FEI rules and regulations. Such 

disciplinary actions may consist of a warning, a temporary suspension and/or removal 

from the Permitted Equine Therapist list.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 



 

Comments received 

 

SUI NF: In addition to the proposed change, PTVs must know where they can find the list 

and when they have to present themselves. 

FEI feedback 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

 

Presentation of Horses 

Article No. 1037 – Presentation of Horses 

 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

 

Comments received 

 

International Dressage Officials Club: 

For safety reasons, we are in favor of allowing ear plugs/hoods during vet inspection. The 

sole purpose of the vet check is to assess fitness to compete; possible health concerns (e.g. 

ring worms) should be identified during the inspection on arrival. 

FEI feedback 

 

Proposed Final Wording 



 

 

 

Treatments with non-oral medication and therapies not included on the EPSL 

Article No. 1062 – Treatments with non-oral medication and therapies not 

included on the EPSL 

 

1. The Veterinary Form B is used to authorise treatments with non-oral medication and 

therapies not included on the EPSL (e.g. rehydration fluids and antibiotics) during FEI 

Events. 

 

2. The Veterinary Form B must be filled in and signed by the PTV treating the Horse before 

submission to the VC/VD for authorisation.  

 

3. The VC/VD must provide a signed copy of the Veterinary Form B to the PTV who 

requested the treatment.   

 

4. A minimum of 10 litres of rehydration fluids may be requested for intravenous (IV) use. 

The VC/VD must assess the climatic conditions and/or the Horse’s clinical condition prior 

to authorisation. 

a) For Eventing, intravenous (IV) and naso-gastric fluids must not be administered 

within 12 hours before the start of the cross-country phase; and  

b) for Endurance, intravenous (IV) and naso-gastric fluids must not be administered 

within 12 hours before the start of the endurance race, or between any phases 

of the competition.  

 

5. Such substances may not be used between rounds or classes in which the Horse is 

competing on the same day or during the veterinary check rest during an Endurance 

Event 

 

6. A Veterinary Form B is not required for the treatment of Horses with the following 

substances: 

a) joint support: aminoglycans (e.g. Adequan), pentosan polysulphate (e.g. 

Pentosan), hyaluronic acid; 

b) injectable vitamins; 

c) amino acids; and 

d) injectable homeopathics. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

Comments received 



 

 

GBR NF: It is not required for oral products and logically should be restricted to injectable 

products only.  It is therefore suggested that inhaled products which are not on the ESPL 

should not require a form. 

FEI feedback 

 

Proposed Final Wording 

 

 

 


