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23 October 2018 

Dear Member Federations, 

Please find below a summary of the proposed changes to the Para Dressage Rules 
together with the corresponding explanations, the comments received as well as 
the reasoning for accepting or not accepting each comment. 

Modifications to the text are indicated in red print; text that has been moved from 
one location to another is indicated in green.  

Kindly note that modifications of a purely editorial nature and corrections to 
spelling and/or article numbers are not included in the summary below. 

The proposed change will be submitted for voting at the FEI General Assembly 
2019.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bettina de Rham 

Director, Para Dressage 

  

PROPOSALS FOR 2019 MODIFICATIONS TO THE PARA DRESSAGE 
RULES 

 
NF Comments on the Rule Proposals 
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1. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8422.1.4 –Conditions of participation 
Where required, the Classifiers must be invited to arrive 24 hours before the draw takes 
place. All Athletes with Review Grade status or with Tracking Code OA, or those with 
Confirmed status who have been granted approval for reclassification, must undergo 
evaluation before the draw takes place. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This has been altered for clarification as to which Athletes need to be Classified before the 
draw. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Where required, the Classifiers must be invited to arrive 24 hours before the draw takes 
place. All New Athletes, Athletes with Review Grade status or Review with Fixed Review 
Date status where the date has passed or with Tracking Code OA, or those with Confirmed 
status who have been granted approval for reclassification, must undergo evaluation before 
the draw takes place. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
N/A 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

2. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8422.4 –Conditions of participation 
Athletes with an impairment are allowed to compete in FEI Dressage Competitions using 
compensating aids according to the FEI Classification Master List, as defined by PE Dressage 
Rules and subject to the approval of the FEI Dressage Committee. Any such applications for 
participation in FEI Dressage Events must reach the FEI prior to 31st December of the year 
preceding participation. Each case will be considered individually by the FEI. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
To update and clarify what aids Para-Equestrian Classified Athletes are allowed to use in 
able-bodied FEI Dressage competitions. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Athletes with an impairment are allowed to compete in FEI Dressage Competitions using 
compensating aids according to the FEI Classification Master List and Standard 
compensating aids allowed for Athletes, as defined by PE Dressage Rules and subject to the 
approval of the FEI. Dressage Committee. Any such applications for participation in FEI 
Dressage Events must reach the FEI prior to 31st December of the year preceding 
participation. Each case will be considered individually by the FEI. 
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Comments received 
USA 
Please clarify the process of approval and especially who approves “compensating aids” 
going forward. 
 

FEI feedback 
As previously, and as per Article 8428 and the FEI Para Equestrian Classification Rules, 
Athletes have all approved Compensating Aids (profile-specific approved by Classifiers, and 
non-standard compensating aids approved by the Compensating Aids Panel) noted on the 
Masterlist. Any Compensating Aids on the Masterlist, or in the list of Standard Compensating 
Aids allowed for all Athletes, may be used in FEI Dressage Competitions. 
 
Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

3. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8423.1.2 –Invitations and Entries 
3* Events: Each Event will comprise of three (3) Dressage Tests for each of the five (5) 
Grades of Athletes as follows;- 
First Test – 1st Team Test may have a separate prize giving for each individual Athlete. 
Second Test – Individual Test (which is also the 2nd Team Test). 
Third Test – The Freestyle to Music Test. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This change is to specify that the Team and Individual Tests are open to all Athletes. 
 
Proposed Wording 
3* Events: Each Event will comprise of three (3) Dressage Tests for each of the five (5) 
Grades of Athletes as follows;- 
First Test – 1st Team Test open to all may have a separate prize giving for each individual 
Athlete. 
Second Test – Individual Test (which is also the 2nd Team Test) open to all. 
Third Test – The Freestyle to Music Test. 
See also Article 8421 of the PE Dressage Rules. 
 
Comments received 
USA 
The term “open to all” is a little unclear: Is it optional or required – maybe clarify? 

FEI feedback 
The Para Equestrian Technical Committee (PETC) agreed that all Athletes should ride both 
Individual and Team test in 3* events, so have replace “is open to all” with “to be ridden by 
all Athletes”. 
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Proposed Final Wording 
3* Events: Each Event will comprise of three (3) Dressage Tests for each of the five (5) 
Grades of Athletes as follows;- 

First Test – 1st Team Test (to be ridden by all Athletes)open to all may have a separate 
prize giving for each individual Athlete. 

Second Test – Individual Test (which is also the 2nd Team Test) open to all(to be ridden by 
all Athletes). 

Third Test – The Freestyle to Music Test. 

See also Article 8421 of the PE Dressage Rules. 

 
 

4. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8423.2 –Invitations and Entries 
The 1st Team Test may also be ridden by individuals who are not members of a team. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
In CPEDI3*s all Athletes must compete in all Tests, this was not clear in previous Rules. 
 
Proposed Wording 
The 1st Team Test is may also be ridden by individuals who are not members of a team. 

Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

5. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8425.1 –Draw for the starting order 
There must be a separate draw for each (Grade I to V) Competition, conducted in order of 
the Competition. For CPEDI3* and below, it is recommended that a draw is prepared in 
advance (a pre-draw) by the OC and the President of the Ground Jury and preferably the 
Athletes’ representative. It shall be published and presented at a meeting that includes the 
President or a Member of the Ground Jury, and the Chef d'Equipes (or responsible persons). 
Unauthorised persons should not be admitted to this meeting. 
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Explanation for Proposed Change 
There is no longer an Athlete’s Representative at all competitions, so this was removed from 
the Article. It was also agreed that the Chief Steward should be included at the meeting 
where the pre-draw is presented. 
 
Proposed Wording 
There must be a separate draw for each (Grade I to V) Competition, conducted in order of 
the Competition. For CPEDI3* and below, it is recommended that a draw is prepared in 
advance (a pre-draw) by the OC and the President of the Ground Jury and preferably the 
Athletes’ representative. It shall be published and presented at a meeting that includes the 
President or a Member of the Ground Jury, Chief Steward and the Chef d'Equipes (or 
responsible persons). Unauthorised persons should not be admitted to this meeting. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

6. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8427.3 –Dress 
Protective Headgear must be worn by Athletes (as well as any other person) at all times 
whilst mounted. For Competition, hat covers may be black or another dark colour. Any 
Athlete violating this rule must immediately be prohibited from further riding until such 
headgear is properly in place. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This wording was added for Athletes’ welfare. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Protective Headgear must be worn by Athletes (as well as any other person) at all times 
whilst mounted. For Competition, hat covers may be black or another dark colour. Any 
Athlete violating this rule must immediately be prohibited from further riding until such 
headgear is properly in place and securely fastened. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above 
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7. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8427.4 –Dress 
Black or brown boots or stout riding shoes with heels must be worn. Plain black or brown 
half-chaps or gaiters to the knee may be used. 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
The colour of boots was updated to align with a later article. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Black or brown dark colour boots or stout riding shoes with heels must be worn. Plain black 
or brown dark colour half-chaps or gaiters to the knee may be used. 

Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

8. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8427.5 –Dress 
For Competitions, cream, beige or white jodhpurs or breeches shall be worn, with a black 
or dark jacket. Contrast colouring and piping is allowed. Striped or multi-coloured coats are 
not permitted. Tasteful and discreet accents, such as a collar of a different hue or modest 
piping or crystal decorations, are acceptable. 

Breeches:    white or off-white.  

Stock or tie: white, off-white or same colour as coat. 

Gloves:  white, off-white or same colour as coat. 

Riding boots:  black or same colour as coat. 

Spurs:  see paragraph 1.8 below. 

Safety vests (including inflatable) are permitted. 

Gloves may be worn. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This article was updated to allow any colours for Athletes’ jackets. The PETC decided that 
this would update the sport and make it more attractive for spectators, as well as allowing 
Athletes to show some more personality in their presentation. 
 
The article was also updated to remove any duplicates. 
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Proposed Wording 
For Competitions, cream, beige, or white or off-white jodhpurs or breeches shall be worn, 
with a black or darkplain colour jacket. Contrast colouring and piping is allowed. Striped or 
multi-coloured coats are not permitted. Tasteful and discreet accents, such as a collar of a 
different hue or modest piping or crystal decorations, are acceptable. 
 
Breeches:    white or off-white.  
 
Stock or tie: white, off-white or same colour as coat. 
 
Gloves:  if worn, may be white, off-white or same colour as coat. 
 
Riding boots:  black or same colour as coat. 
 
Spurs:  see paragraph 1.8 below. 
 
Safety vests (including inflatable), dark in colour, are permitted. 
 
Gloves may be worn. 
 
Comments received 
NED - We would like to suggest that the stock or tie will be optional instead of compulsory. 

FEI feedback 
This comment would constitute a new change, and so will be postponed to 2020 for 
consideration by the PETC. 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

9. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8427.7 –Dress 
Spurs are optional. Spurs must be made of metal. The shank must be either curved or 
straight, pointing directly back from the centre of the spur when on the Athlete’s boot. Spurs 
must not be offset, unless allowed as a compensating aid and noted on the FEI Classification 
Master List. The arm of the spur must be smooth and blunt. If rowels are used, they must 
be blunt, smooth and free to rotate. Metal spurs with round hard plastic knobs (‘Impuls’ 
spurs) or “Dummy” spurs with no shank are allowed. 

Athletes abusing the Horse whether intentionally or not may be asked to remove spurs by 
the Foreign Technical Delegate, Chief Steward or President of the Ground Jury. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
For clarification. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Spurs are optional as a Standard compensating Aid. Spurs must be made of metal. The 
shank must be either curved or straight, pointing directly back from the centre of the spur 
when on the Athlete’s boot. Spurs must not be offset, unless allowed as a non-Standard 
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compensating aid and noted on the FEI Classification Master List. The arm of the spur must 
be smooth and blunt. If rowels are used, they must be blunt, smooth and free to rotate. 
Metal spurs with round hard plastic knobs (‘Impuls’ spurs) or “Dummy” spurs with no shank 
are allowed. 
Athletes abusing the Horse whether intentionally or not may be asked to remove spurs by 
the Foreign Technical Delegate, Chief Steward or President of the Ground Jury.   
Comments received 
USA 
Please clarify that the intent is that a rider can no longer be asked to remove spurs by the 
TD / Chief Steward / President of the GJ. i.e. normal application of Abuse Rules would be 
the applicable Article. 

FEI feedback 
This would be covered by the General Welfare of the Horse rules, so normal application of 
abuse rules will come in to play. 
 
Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

10. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8428 –Saddlery 
The whole article has been updated. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
The same changes have been proposed for the FEI Dressage Rules, to clearly state what is 
and is not allowed in terms of saddlery. The fixed images were causing confusion as to 
whether small modifications were allowed. This wording will allow all equipment which 
adheres to the wording to be allowed for use in competition, not only those that are exactly 
as the images.  
The articles concerning compensating aids were updated to be more clearly defined, and 
the standard compensating aids were named “standard” and “profile-specific” compensating 
aids to make three clear types of aids. 
 
Proposed Wording 
SaddleryEquipment and Compensating Aids 

1. Equipment: 

1.1 Saddle 

1.1.1 A well fitting, well maintained saddle, suitable to the Horse and Athlete shall be used. 
Any modification or adaptation to a saddle must ensure the Athlete’s safety and must not 
affect the welfare of the horse, especially regarding size, shape and weight.  
 
At the halt there must be a clear three centimetres (3cm) between any means of support 
and the Athlete’s trunk. Any adaptations to a saddle must allow the Athlete to fall free of 
the Horse. No saddle must be deeper in the seat than twelve centimetres (12cm) with the 
seat pressed down. This is measured from the seat to the middle of a line from top of 
pommel to top of cantle. Any modification or adaptation to the saddle must be noted on the 
Classification Master List as a Compensating Aid. 

1.1.2 Stirrups must have closed branches, and no attachments. Safety stirrups must have 



 

ANNEX Pt 17.3  
16 - 20 November 2018, Manama (BRN)  
 
closed branches of metal or other breakaway material. The stirrup leathers must have a 
release mechanism where they are attached to the saddle. Unless stated on the FEI 
Masterlist, Stirrup leathers must be on the outside of the saddle flap. 

1.1.3 Plain saddle pads may be used and should be white or of conservative colour. Plain 
or national saddlecloths may be used. See Article 135 of the FEI GRs, regarding Advertising 
and Publicity on Athletes and Horses. 

1.2 Snaffle or Double Bridle with noseband 

1.2.1 Except for the buckles and padding the headstall and noseband must be made 
entirely of leather or leather-like material. Padding is allowed on bridles. Nylon or other non-
metal material may be used to reinforce leather in the headstall but must not be in direct 
contact with the horse. Elastic inserts are permitted in the crownpiece and cheek pieces only 
and must not be in direct contact with the Horse or the bit.  

1.2.2 A browband is required, and except for the parts that attach to the crownpiece or 
headstall, is not required to be made of leather or leather-like material.  

1.2.3 The crownpiece of the bridle must lie immediately behind the poll and may extend 
forward onto the poll but must not be fitted to lie behind the skull.  

1.2.4 A throatlatch is required except when the combined noseband or Micklem noseband 
are used.  

1.2.5 A rein is a continuous, uninterrupted strap or line from the bridle bit to the hand. Each 
bit must be attached to a separate rein and reins may only be attached to the bit so that 
the reins can freely glide. Reins must not be made of rope or rope-like material. Any rein 
from any bit in the Horse’s mouth must be in direct contact with the Athlete. When riding in 
a double bridle the two (2) reins on one (1) side must either both go to the Athlete’s hand(s) 
or be connected into one (1) rein before reaching the Athlete (split reins). 

1.2.5 Martingales, blinkers, side, balancing, running, bearing and similar reins are 
forbidden. Any rein adaptation that produces a similar effect to these forbidden reins is not 
permitted.  

1.2.6  A double bridle must have a cavesson noseband, bridoon and curb with curb chain. 
A combined noseband may be used without the lower “flash” noseband. The curb chain can 
be made of metal, leather or a combination. Lip strap and rubber, leather or sheepskin cover 
for curb chain are optional. Neither a cavesson nose band nor a curb chain may ever be as 
tightly fixed so as to harm the Horse. 

1.2.7 A plain snaffle bridle is required to be used with a regular cavesson noseband, a 
dropped noseband, a flash noseband, a crossed noseband, a combined noseband or as a 
Micklem bridle. 

1.2.8 At any level of competition a noseband may never be so tightly fixed that it causes 
harm to the horse, and must be checked as per the Stewards Manual noseband protocol. 

1.3 Bits 

Snaffle, Bridoon and curb bits must be smooth with a solid surface. Twisted and wire bits 
are prohibited. Bits must be made of metal, and/or rigid plastic, or durable synthetic material 
and may be covered with rubber/latex. Bits must not place mechanical restraint upon the 
tongue. The diameter of the mouthpiece of the bridoon/snaffle and/or curb must be such so 
as not to hurt the Horse. Minimum diameter of mouthpiece to be twelve millimetres (12 
mm) for curb bit and ten millimetres (10 mm) for bridoon/snaffle bit and ten millimetres 
(10mm) for ponies. The diameter of the mouthpiece is measured adjacent to the rings or 
the cheeks of the mouthpiece. 

1. 3.1 Snaffle Bits 
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1.3.1.1 Snaffle bits may be used with loose ring, D-Ring and Eggbutt cheeks. Single 
or double jointed snaffles may also be used with upper or lower cheeks, hanging cheeks, 
full cheeks or Fulmer cheeks. 

1.3.1.2 Flexible rubber or synthetic snaffles are permitted.  

1.3.1.3 A snaffle may have up to two joints. A bushing or coupling is permitted as the 
centre link in a double jointed snaffle, however, the surface of the centre piece must be solid 
with no moveable parts. The centre link may be tilted in a different orientation from the 
mouthpiece but must have rounded edges and may not have the effect of a tongue plate. 

1.3.1.4 A double jointed snaffle or snaffle with rotating mouthpiece may be shaped 
to allow tongue relief. The maximum height of the deviation is 30mm from the lower part 
of tongue side to the highest part of the deviation. The widest part of the deviation must be 
where the mouthpiece contacts the tongue and must have a minimum width of 30mm. The 
mouthpiece of a jointed or unjointed snaffle may be shaped in a curve within the dimensions 
specified above. 

1.3.2 Bridoons – a bridoon is defined as a snaffle bit that is used together with a curb bit 
to form a double bridle. 

1.3.2.1 Bridoons may be used with loose ring, D-Ring and eggbutt cheeks. 

1.3.2.2 Bridoons must have one or two joints. A bushing or coupling is permitted as 
the centre link in a double jointed bridoon, however, the surface of the centre piece must 
be solid with no moveable parts and may not have the effect of a tongue plate. 

1.3.2.3 Bridoons where the centre link(s) of the bit can lock and have the effect of a 
mullen mouth snaffle are not permitted. 

1.3.2.4 Flexible rubber bridoons are not permitted.  

1.3.3 Curb Bits 

1.3.3.1 The lever arm of the curb bit is limited to ten centimetres (10 cm) (length below the 
mouth piece). The upper cheek must not be longer than the lower cheek. If the curb has a 
sliding mouthpiece, the lever arm of the curb bit below the mouth piece should not measure 
more than ten centimetres (10 cm) when the mouth piece is at the uppermost position.  

1.3.3.2 Curbs may have straight or S-shaped cheeks. They may have rotating lever 
arms. 

1.3.3.3 The mouthpiece may be straight or shaped to allow tongue relief. The 
maximum height of the deviation is 30mm from the lower part of tongue side to the highest 
part of the deviation. The widest part of the deviation must be where the mouthpiece 
contacts the tongue and must have a minimum width of 30mm. 

1.3.3.4 If the curb has a sliding mouthpiece, the lever arm of the curb bit below the 
mouth piece should not measure more than ten centimetres (10 cm) when the mouth piece 
is at the uppermost position. Curb "chain" can be made of metal or leather or a combination. 
Cover for curb “chain” can be made of leather, rubber or sheep skin. Curb chain hooks can 
be fixed or not fixed. 

1.4.   Decoration 

1.4.1. Any decoration of the Horse with extravagant items is strictly forbidden. 

1.4.3. False tails/tail extensions are permitted only with the prior permission of the FEI. 
Requests for such permissions should be directed to the FEI Para-Equestrian Dressage 
Department, accompanied by photographs and a Veterinary Certificate. False tails may not 
contain any metal parts, except for hooks and eyelets, or extra added weight. 

1.4.4. Ear hoods are permitted for all Events, and may also provide noise reduction. 
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However, ear hoods must not cover the horse’s eyes and ear plugs are not permitted, with 
the exception of Article 8428.8.5. The ear hoods should be discreet in colour and design. 
Ear hoods may not be attached to the noseband. 

 

1.4.5. Ear plugs on Horses are allowed at prize giving ceremonies only. 

1.5 Boots and bandages: At all international Events, boots and/or bandages on the Horse’s 
legs are forbidden while competing in the arena. The boots and/or bandages must be 
removed before entering the space around the Competition arena or the Athlete will be 
penalized. See Article 430 of the Dressage Rules. 

1.61. Identification numbers are to be worn by the Horse at all times when it is out of the 
stable. Each Horse keeps the same identification number provided to the Athlete throughout 
the Event.  It is compulsory that this number be worn by the Horse while actively competing 
and at any time while working in the exercise and schooling areas or being hand walked 
(from the time of their arrival until the end of the Event) so that they can be identified by 
all Officials including the Stewards. Failure to display this number incurs first a warning and, 
in the case of a repeated offence, a fine imposed on the Athlete by the Ground Jury. The 
identification numbers shall be discreet on white background, the colour of the numbers 
may vary. 

1.7. Warming-up and training areas. The paragraphs above are valid also for warming-
up arenas and other training areas. Boots, bandages are allowed. Lungeing cavessons, 
single direct side reins or double sliding side reins (triangle/dreieck zügel) are permitted 
when lungeing. Lungeing is allowed with one (1) lunge line only, attached to either a 
lungeing cavesson or a snaffle bridle/bridoon. Lungeing with the lunge line attached to the 
curb is not allowed. Fixed or sliding reins must allow for natural head and neck movement. 
Reins must not be too tight as to hold the head and neck in a fixed position. 

2. Bridles and bits: For details see current list of FEI approved bits. 

 

Captions to plates showing permitted bits    

Various double bridle bits 

Bridoons: 

1.  Loose ring bridoon bit 

2 a,b,c Bridoon bit with jointed mouthpiece where the middle piece should be 
   rounded. Eggbutt sides also allowed. 

2 d  Bridoon bit with rotating middle piece 

2 e Bridoon Rotary bit with rotating middle piece 

2. f Bridoon Rotary bit with rotating middle piece and looped rings 

3.  Eggbutt bridoon bit 

4.  Bridoon bit with hanging cheeks 

 

Curbs: 

5. Half-moon curb bits 

6.+7. Curb bit with straight cheeks and port 

8. Curb bit with port and sliding mouthpiece (Weymouth) 
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 A curb bit with rotating lever arm is also allowed 

9. Variation of bits No 6, 7 & 8 

10. Curb bit with S-curved cheeks 

11. Curb chain (metal or leather or a combination) 

12. Lip strap 

13. Leather cover for curb chain 

14. Rubber or sheep skin cover for curb chain 

 

Various snaffle bridle bits 

1.  Loose ring snaffle 

2.a,b,c,d,e  Snaffle with jointed mouthpiece where middle piece should be rounded 

3. Eggbutt snaffle  

4. Racing snaffle D-ring 

5. Eggbutt snaffle with cheeks  

6. Loose ring snaffle with cheeks (Fulmer) 

7. Snaffle with upper cheeks only 

8. Hanging cheek snaffle 

9. Straight bar snaffle. Permitted also with mullen mouth and with eggbutt rings. 

10. Snaffle with rotating mouthpiece 

11. Snaffle with rotating middle piece 

12. Rotary bit with rotating middle piece 

13 Rotary bit with rotating middle piece and looped rings 

 Various double bridle bits 

“All drawings of bits are removed” 

 

2.1. Athletes must use snaffle or double bridles. Double bridles must have a cavesson 
noseband, bridoon and curb bit with a curb chain. Cover for curb “chain” can be made of 
leather, rubber or sheep skin. The cavesson noseband may never be so tightly fixed as to 
harm the Horse. Lip strap and rubber or leather covers for the curb chain are optional. 
Athletes abusing the Horse, whether intentionally or not, will be asked to make changes by 
the Foreign Technical Delegate, Chief Steward or President of the Ground Jury. 

2.2. Bridoon, snaffle and curb must be made of metal and/or rigid plastic and may be 
covered with rubber/latex. Wrapping of bits with any kind of material and flexible rubber 
bits are not permitted. The lever arm of the curb bit is limited to ten centimetres (10 cm) 
(length below the mouth piece), and never be shorter than the upper arm. If the curb has 
a sliding mouthpiece, the lever arm of the curb bit below the mouthpiece should not measure 
more than ten centimetres (10 cm) when the mouthpiece is at the uppermost position. The 
diameter of the mouthpiece of the bridoon and/or curb must be such so as not to hurt the 
Horse. Minimum diameter of mouthpiece to be twelve millimetres (12 mm) for curb bit and 
ten millimetres (10 mm) for bridoon bit. Snaffles must have a minimum diameter of fourteen 
millimetres (14mm) for horses and ten millimetres (10mm) for ponies. The diameter of the 
mouth piece is measured adjacent to the rings or the cheeks of the mouthpiece. The reins 
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must be attached to the bit. 

3. Nosebands. It is obligatory to use a noseband. A cavesson, drop or flash noseband must 
be used with a snaffle bridle. A cavesson noseband only must be used with a double bridle. 
Normal dropped nosebands and flash straps must lie in the chin groove. A Horse may be 
equipped with no more than one (1) noseband (a Flash noseband is considered to be one 
noseband). Nosebands must not cause discomfort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Permitted nosebands   
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1. Dropped noseband 2. Cavesson noseband 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Flash noseband 4. Crossed noseband (pictured)/  
    Mexican noseband 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Combined noseband – no throat lash         6. Micklem bridle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1, 3, 4 and 6 are not permitted when a double bridle is used. 

5, when used as a double bridle, the lower strap of the nose band is not allowed. 

 

 

Example of Double bridle with cavesson noseband, bridoon bit and curb chain 
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                 Double sliding side reins (triangle/Dreieckzügel) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.   Saddles  

4.1. A well fitting, well maintained saddle, suitable to the Horse and Athlete shall be used. 
At the halt there must be a clear three centimetres (3cm) between any means of support 
and the Athlete’s trunk. Any adaptations to a saddle must allow the Athlete to fall free of 
the Horse. No saddle must be deeper in the seat than twelve centimetres (12cm) with the 
seat pressed down. This is measured from the seat to the middle of a line from top of 
pommel to top of cantle. 

2. Compensating Aids 

2.1.1 Standard compensating aids are aids or equipment, other than approved saddlery 
or equipment as outlined in the FEI Dressage Rules, which may be used by the athletes 
across all functional profiles. Standard compensating Aids are allowed to be used by all 
Athletes and do not need to be noted on the FEI Masterlist. 

2.1.2 Profile-specific compensating aids are aids or equipment, other than approved 
saddlery, which may be used by nominated profiles and must be noted on the FEI Masterlist 
following Classification evaluation. These are listed in the summary table of Annex X. 

2.1.3 Non standard compensating aids are aids, other than those above, required by an 
individual athlete and not described specifically in these rules. The aid is prescribed 
specifically for the athlete to enable them to ride the horse without providing an advantage 
over other athletes within the same Profile or Grade. These aids may include modifications 
to a Standard or Profile-specific Compensating aid, or a piece of non standard equipment 
custom made for the athlete.  

2.1.3.1 The use of a non-standard compensating aid must be approved by the FEI 
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Compensating Aids Panel before the Event at which it is to be used takes place. Any such 
request must be submitted to the FEI in writing with supporting documentation (medical 
documentation, aid description, photos, etc.) at least two weeks before the day of the horse 
inspection for the event to which it will apply. If approved by the FEI Compensating Aids 
Panel, the aid is added for the Athlete to the FEI Classification Master List. 

2.1.3.2 For Athletes who have not previously undergone a Classification Evaluation, at their 
first competition (where they are being Classified) non-standard compensating aids may be 
approved by the Chief Steward, Chief Classifier and President of the Ground Jury. To be 
used at all following competitions the full request must be made to the Compensating Aids 
Panel and listed on the FEI Masterlist. 

2.1.4 Subject to the noted provisions, all saddlery and special equipment used in competition 
shall correspond to that allowed under FEI Dressage Rules. It is the responsibility of the 
Athlete to ensure that all special equipment/compensating aids they use in competition meet 
the requirements under the Para-Equestrian Dressage rules, and that any standard or 
profile-specific compensating aids used are noted for that Athlete on the FEI Classification 
Master List. 

2.24.2. Hand Holds –  

2.2.1 All Athletes may use a The use of a soft (flexible) handhold to assist the Athlete to 
balance. The soft hand hold, must not be more than thirty centimetres (30cm) widein length, 
and no more than 10 centimetres (10 cm) above the top of the pommel when held., to assist 
the Athlete to balance, It may be attached to the front of the saddle, in front of or above 
the pommel. This is a standard compensating aid.Such a handhold may not be more than 
ten centimetres (10cm) above the top of the pommel when held. 

2.2.2 All Athletes may use a neck strap as a hand hold. For this purpose a breast plate is 
allowed. This is a standard compensating aid. 

2.2.3 Athletes within nominated Functional profiles may use a hard (fixed/rigid) handhold if 
required. The hard handhold must comply with the same measurement criteria as the soft 
handhold above. Any deviation from these measurements will be considered as a non-
standard compensating aid. Hard hand holds must be stated on the FEI Classification Master 
List for that Athlete. If a hard (fixed/rigid) handhold is essential, it must be stated on the 
FEI Classification Master List. The hard handhold must comply with the same measurement 
criteria as the soft handhold. The FEI reserves the right to allow dispensation to these 
measures according to the specific impairment of an Athlete. 

5. Plain numnahs may be used. Plain or national saddlecloths may be used. See Article 135 
of the FEI GRs, regarding Advertising and Publicity on Athletes and Horses. 

2.36. Whips. –  

2.3.1 All athletes may use one (1) whip (a total maximum length of one hundred twenty 
centimetres -120 cm-) as a standard compensating aid. 

2.3.2 Athletes within nominated profiles may use two (2) whips if required and must be 
stated on the FEI Classification Master List for that Athlete. 

2.3.3 Any alteration to a conventional or a curved whip must be approved by the FEI as a 
non-standard compensating aid and must be stated on the FEI Classification Master List.  

One (1) whip (a total maximum length of one hundred twenty centimetres -120 cm-) may 
be carried. Two (2) whips may only be used if they are specified as a compensating aid for 
the Athlete on the FEI Classification Master List. Any alteration to conventional or curved 
whips must be approved by the Foreign Technical Delegate, Foreign Judge or Chief Steward. 
If whips are required for use in Dressage Competitions for able-bodied Athletes, this must 
be stated on the FEI Classification Master List. 
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7.   Other PE Saddlery Aids allowed/not allowed 

7.1. Breast plates, neck straps, handholds (see 4.2 above) are allowed. Martingales, 
blinkers, side, balancing, running, bearing and similar reins are forbidden. Any rein 
adaptation that produces a similar effect to these forbidden reins is not permitted. Any rein 
from any bit in the Horse’s mouth must be in direct contact with the Athlete. This means 
that  

if riding in a double bridle the two (2) reins on one (1) side must either both go to the 
Athlete’s hand(s) or be connected into one (1) rein before reaching the Athlete (split reins).  

2.4 Reins –  

2.4.1 Split reins, and elastic rein inserts are standard compensating aids for all Athletes and 
do not need to be noted on the Classification Masterlist.Elastic insert reins are allowed.  

2.4.2 Athletes within nominated functional profiles may require the use of foot reins when 
no other reins can be controlled by the arm(s) or hand(s)/fingers from the upper part of the 
body of the Athlete. Foot reins must be stated on the FEI Classification Master List as a 
compensating aid for that AthleteFoot reins are only allowed when no other reins are going 
to be controlled by arm(s) or hand(s)/fingers from the upper part of the body of the Athlete. 

7.2. 2.4.3 If the rein is not used in a conventional manner, it must be in as straight a line 
as possible from the Athlete’s point of contact on the reins to the Horse’s mouth.  

2.4.4 For Athletes with two (2) very short armsAthletes within nominated functional profiles 
with two (2) very short arms may use reins may be run through rings that are attached to 
the front of the saddle by leather straps. These rings must not be in a fixed position, but 
shall be loose. Athletes using such rings must have details notedReins used in this way must 
be stated on the FEI Classification Mater List as a compensating aid for that Athlete. Refer 
to 4.2. 

7.32.5. Strapping attached to Saddlery 

2.5.1 Athletes must not be held in position by any mechanism that does not automatically 
release in the event of an accident. Any strapping used, such as Velcro, leather or elastic, 
must allow the Athlete to fall free from the Horse. 

7.4.2.5.2 Velcro may be used on the lower limbs to assist the Athlete in the saddle where 
there is an identified need as determined by the Athlete’s functional profile and Grade. The 
use of Velcro in this way must be recorded as a compensating aid for the Athlete on the FEI 
Classification Master List. 

7.4.12.5.3 The total amount of overlapping Velcro, or similar material, used by any Athlete, 
must not exceed fifty square centimetres (50 sq. Cm). Each overlap contact must not exceed 
the dimensions of three centimetres by six centimetres (3cmx6cm). The total area of 
overlapping Velcro or similar material per leg must not exceed three centimetres (3cm) wide 
by six centimetres (6cm) of overlap contact. For safety reasons it is recommended that it is 
fastened in a ‘V’ shape.  

2.5.4 Athletes in nominated Profiles may use a strap to attach the stirrup leather to the girth 
or the stirrup iron to the girth to assist control of the lower leg. The strap must be stated on 
the FEI Classification Masterlist as a compensating aid for that Athlete. 

7.52.6. Stirrups 

2.6.1 Athletes with one (1) leg may ride with one (1) stirrup. If the Athlete rides with a 
prosthesis two (2) stirrups must be used.  

2.6.2 Athletes within nominated Profiles may ride without stirrups if required. This must be 
stated on the FEI Classification Master List as a compensating aid for that Athlete 

A Velcro or thin leather strap may be used to attach the stirrup leather or the stirrup iron to 
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the girth to assist control of the lower leg where there is an identified need as determined 
by the Athlete’s functional profile and Grade. This must be recorded as a compensating aid 
for the Athlete on the FEI Classification Master List.  

7.6. Velcro or similar materials must, in all cases, allow the Athlete to fall free of the Horse. 

7.7.2.6.3 Elastic rubber bands may be used to keep the feet in the stirrups. Such elastic 
must be of a width and strength to allow the Athlete to fall free of the Horse. Magnetic 
stirrups are permitted. These are both standard compensating aids for all Athletes and do 
not need to be noted on the Masterlist 

7.8.2.6.4 To prevent the possibility of the foot sliding through the stirrup, stirrups may be 
closed at the front (enclosed stirrups), these are standard compensating aids for all athletes 
and do not need to be marked on the masterlist.  

If an Athlete has only one (1) leg he may ride with only one (1) stirrup. If he uses a 
prosthesis he must use two (2) stirrups. An Athlete may only ride without the use of stirrups 
if this is specified on the FEI Classification Master List. 

8.   Decoration 

8.1. Any decoration of the Horse with unnatural items, such as ribbons or flowers, etc. in 
the tail, etc., is strictly forbidden. 

8.2. Normal plaiting of the Horse's mane and tail, however, is allowed. 

8.3. False tails are permitted only with the prior permission of the FEI. Requests for such 
permissions should be directed to the FEI Dressage Department, accompanied by 
photographs and a Veterinary Certificate. False tails may not contain any metal parts, except 
for hooks and eyelets. 

8.4. Ear hoods are permitted for all Events, and may also provide noise reduction. However, 
ear hoods must not cover the horse’s eyes and ear plugs are not permitted, with the 
exception of Article 8428.8.5. The ear hoods should be discreet in colour and design. Ear 
hoods may not be attached to the noseband. 

 

8.5. Ear plugs on Horses are allowed at prize giving ceremonies only. 

9. The use of a non-standard compensating aid must be approved by the FEI Compensating 
Aids Panel before the event takes place. Any such request must be submitted to the FEI in 
writing with supporting documentation (medical documentation, aid description, photos, 
etc.) two weeks before the day of the horse inspection for the event to which it will apply. 
If approved by the FEI Compensating Aids Panel, the aid is added for the Athlete to the FEI 
Classification Master List. 

10.3 Subject to the noted provisions, all saddlery and special equipment permissible shall 
correspond to that allowed under FEI Dressage Rules. It is the responsibility of the Athlete 
to ensure that all special equipment/compensating aids are allowed under the Para-
Equestrian Dressage rules, and that any used are noted for that Athlete on the FEI 
Classification Master List. 

11.4   Checking Saddlery and Equipment  

11.14.1. A visual check before leaving the last warm up arena may be conducted by the 
Stewards to prevent Athletes going into the field of play with any forbidden equipment. 
However, it remains the full responsibility of the Athlete not to enter with any forbidden 
piece of Saddlery. A Steward must be appointed to check the saddlery of each Horse 
immediately after he leaves the arena. Any discrepancy will be reported to the Judge at C, 
for penalties refer to Article 8430.3. The checking of the bridle must be done with the 
greatest caution, as some Horses are very touchy and sensitive about their mouths (see FEI 



 

ANNEX Pt 17.3  
16 - 20 November 2018, Manama (BRN)  
 
Steward’s Manual). 

The Steward must use disposable surgical gloves when checking the bit (one -1- pair of 
gloves per Horse) and gloves should be worn until the tack check is complete. 
Comments received 
EEF: 
Removal of equipment drawings 
Strong opposition against the removal of the equipment drawings because the sole text 
cannot be understood by a non-native English speaker which makes good stewarding almost 
impossible and opens the door to individual interpretations. It is agreed that the drawings 
that were used up to now may be outdated but it is desirable to have a combination of both 
in the sport rules, updated equipment drawings together with a detailed text explanation. 
 
GER: 
All drawings of bits are removed. This is unfavorable, especially for Stewarding.  
The images should definitely remain in the rules. The precise texts should be added. The 
combination of text and drawing is the best way to avoid misunderstandings. 
 
NED: 
1.1.2. In this article is written: safety stirrups must have closed branches of metal or other 
breakaway material. What is meant exactly with breakaway material, because metal is not 
a breakaway material.  
1.1.3. The term conservative is insufficient concrete. Maybe this term could be changed to 
make it more clear.  
1.2.3. The crownpiece must not be fitted to lie behind the skull, but a lot of crownpieces of 
bridles will lie further back then behind the skull. Will these still be allowed?  
1.2.4. The term Micklem is used, but this is a brand name. Is only this brand allowed?  
1.2.7 The term Micklem is used again, same question as 1.2.4.  
4.1. A visual check may be conducted by the stewards. Will this be done on request of the 
rider or may this be declined as well before the test because of the concentration of the 
riders. For the riders self it would be better to get the check before entering the warming 
up arena. 
 
USA 
1.1.3. Please confirm whether the intent that Saddle Pads have not trim to them.  
1.2.6. It is recommended that the word “bit” is added after the word “bridoon”. 
1.4.1. Decoration. It is requested that more clarification is given to “Extravagant”. One 
person’s extravagance in another’s conservatism.  
Article 1.4.3. Decoration. False Tails. It is suggested the order of the wording is changed 
slightly.  
1.4.3. False tails/tail extensions are permitted only with the prior permission of the FEI. 
Requests for such permissions should be directed to the FEI Para-Equestrian Dressage 
Department, accompanied by photographs and a Veterinary Certificate. False tails may not 
contain any metal parts or extra added weight, except for hooks and eyelets.  
1.4.7. Other PE Saddlery Aids allowed/not allowed. The numbering in this section is difficult 
to follow in the marked up version but it appears confusing. 
 
AUT 
Removal of equipment drawings 
We are against removing the drawings. 
The explanation is very detailed and complex. It leaves a lot of room for interpretation. This 
should be avoided by any means. One would be to add the relevant pictures to the text.  
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CAN 
Art 8428 Equipment and Compensating Aids: Equestrian Canada requests further 
clarification on the tightness of the nosebands and curb chains as the current wording is 
very subjective. We feel that the addition of the Noseband Control Protocol, AnnexV.10 of 
the 2018-Para Dressage Stewards manual, would provide much needed clarification. 
Art 8428.1.3. Equipment and Compensating Aids- Bits: Equestrian Canada requests 
further clarification on the diameter allowed for a snaffle bit as it appears in the proposed 
changes to have decreased by 4mm. 
Question- Art 8428 Equipment and Compensating Aids: The diagrams for bits and 
bridles have been removed from the 2019 Para-Dressage rules. Will the new reference for 
these diagrams be the “Summary of Approved and Not Permitted Equipment for FEI 
Dressage Events”? If this document will be the new reference, we suggest this be included 
in the 2019-Para Dressage Rules. 
 
FEI feedback 
The above comments have been grouped by subject, each comment has been considered 
by the PETC. 
 
Images – the PETC and DTC have agreed to add the images in an annex to be used to help 
clarify. This annex will only show examples of each type of equipment, and the equipment 
allowed will not be limited by these images. The annex should always be used in conjunction 
with the written articles, as they will hold precedence. The “Summary of Approved and Not 
Permitted Equipment for FEI Dressage Events” will be removed from the website and any 
equipment that does not adhere to the rules will not be allowed. Any subsequent changes 
would need to be submitted as rule changes. 
 
Saddles – the wording has been revised to clarify what is allowed for safety stirrups and 
saddle pads. 
 
Bridles – An image will be added to the equipment annex to show where the crown piece 
may sit behind the ears. Micklem bridles, or those of a similar design are allowed. A change 
has been made to clarify this. 
 
Bits – the minimum diameter for snaffles will be 14mm (10mm for ponies), for bridoon 
10mm and for curb 12mm. The word bit was included where necessary. 
 
Decoration – this article will be renamed “additional items” and will be listed below ear plugs 
and has been clarified. The false tails wording has been clarified to align with Dressage 
Rules. 
 
Stewarding – the visual check in the warm-up ring is for the Athletes benefit, but can be 
declined by the Athlete. The noseband protocol in the Stewards Manual is currently being 
reviewed. 
 
Some minor changes were made to align with FEI Dressage Rules and to clarify wording. 
 
Proposed Final Wording 
Article 8428   SaddleryEquipment and Compensating Aids 

2. Equipment (for reference images please see Annex XI): 

1.2 Saddle 

1.3.1 A well fitting, well maintained saddle, suitable to the Horse and Athlete shall be used. 
Any modification or adaptation to a saddle must ensure the Athlete’s safety and must not 
affect the welfare of the horse, especially regarding size, shape and weight.  
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At the halt there must be a clear three centimetres (3cm) between any means of support 
and the Athlete’s trunk. Any adaptations to a saddle must allow the Athlete to fall free of 
the Horse. No saddle must be deeper in the seat than twelve centimetres (12cm) with the 
seat pressed down. This is measured from the seat to the middle of a line from top of 
pommel to top of cantle. Any modification or adaptation to the saddle must be noted on the 
Classification Master List as a Compensating Aid. 

1.3.2 Stirrups must have closed branches, and no attachments. Safety stirrups must have 
closed branches of metal or other breakaway material. The stirrup leathers must have a 
release mechanism where they are attached to the saddle. Unless stated on the FEI 
Masterlist, Stirrup leathers must be on the outside of the saddle flap. 

1.3.3 Plain colour saddle pads may be used Contrast colouring and piping is allowed. 
Striped or multi-coloured saddle pads are not permitted.and should be white or of 
conservative colour. Plain or national saddlecloths may be used. See Article 135 of the FEI 
GRs, regarding Advertising and Publicity on Athletes and Horses. 

1.4 Snaffle or Double Bridle with noseband 

1.4.1 Except for the buckles and padding the headstall and noseband must be made 
entirely of leather or leather-like material. Padding is allowed on bridles. Nylon or other non-
metal material may be used to reinforce leather in the headstall but must not be in direct 
contact with the horse. Elastic inserts are permitted in the crownpiece and cheek pieces only 
and must not be in direct contact with the Horse or the bit.  

1.4.2 A browband is required, and except for the parts that attach to the crownpiece or 
headstall, is not required to be made of leather or leather-like material.  

1.4.3 The crownpiece of the bridle must lie immediately behind the poll and may extend 
forward onto the poll but must not be fitted to lie behind the skull.  

1.1.11.4.4 A throatlatch is required except when the combined noseband or Micklem 
noseband are used.  

1.4.5 A rein is a continuous, uninterrupted strap or line from the bridle bit to the hand. 
Each bit must be attached to a separate rein and reins may only be attached to the bit so 
that the reins can freely glide. Reins must not be made of rope or rope-like material. Any 
rein from any bit in the Horse’s mouth must be in direct contact with the Athlete. When 
riding in a double bridle the two (2) reins on one (1) side must either both go to the Athlete’s 
hand(s) or be connected into one (1) rein before reaching the Athlete (split reins). 

1.4.6 Martingales, blinkers, side, balancing, running, bearing and similar reins are 
forbidden. Any rein adaptation that produces a similar effect to these forbidden reins is not 
permitted.  

1.4.7  A double bridle must have a cavesson noseband, bridoon and curb with curb chain. 
A combined noseband may be used without the lower “flash” nosebandstrap. The curb chain 
can be made of metal, leather or a combination. Lip strap and rubber, leather or sheepskin 
cover for curb chain are optional. Neither a cavesson nose band nor a curb chain may ever 
be as tightly fixed so as to harm the Horse. 

1.4.8 A plain snaffle bridle is required to be used with a regular cavesson noseband, a 
dropped noseband, a flash noseband, a crossed noseband, a combined noseband or as a 
Micklem (or similar design) bridle. 

1.4.9 At any level of competition a noseband may never be so tightly fixed that it causes 
harm to the horse, and must be checked as per the Stewards Manual noseband protocol. 

1.5 Bits 

Snaffle, Bridoon and curb bits must be smooth with a solid surface. Twisted and wire bits 
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are prohibited. Bits must be made of metal, and/or rigid plastic, or durable synthetic material 
and may be covered with rubber/latex. Bits must not place mechanical restraint upon the 
tongue. The diameter of the mouthpiece of the bridoon/snaffle and/or curb must be such so 
as not to hurt the Horse. Minimum diameter of mouthpiece to be twelve millimetres (12 
mm) for curb bit and ten millimetres (10 mm) for bridoon/snaffle bit. Snaffles must have a 
minimum diameter of fourteen millimetres (14mm) for horses and ten millimetres (10mm) 
for ponies. The diameter of the mouthpiece is measured adjacent to the rings or the cheeks 
of the mouthpiece. 

1.3.1 Snaffle Bits 

1.3.1.1 Snaffle bits may be used with loose ring, D-Ring and Eggbutt cheeks. Single 
or double jointed snaffles may also be used with upper or lower cheeks, hanging cheeks, 
full cheeks or Fulmer cheeks. Loose rings may have a sleeve fitted around part of the ring. 

1.3.1.2 Flexible rubber or synthetic snaffles are permitted.  

1.3.1.3 A snaffle may have up to two joints. A barrel or ball joint is permitted as the 
centre link in a double jointed snaffle, however, the surface of the centre piece must be solid 
with no moveable parts other than a roller. The centre link may be tilted in a different 
orientation from the mouthpiece but must have rounded edges and may not have the effect 
of a tongue plate. 

1.3.1.4 A double jointed snaffle or snaffle with rotating mouthpiece may be shaped 
to allow tongue relief. The maximum height of the deviation is 30mm from the lower part 
of tongue side to the highest part of the deviation. The widest part of the deviation must be 
where the mouthpiece contacts the tongue and must have a minimum width of 30mm. The 
mouthpiece of a jointed or unjointed snaffle may be shaped in a curve within the dimensions 
specified above. 

1.3.2 Bridoon Bits – a bridoon is defined as a snaffle bit that is used together with a curb 
bit to form a double bridle. 

1.3.2.1 Bridoons may be used with loose ring, D-Ring and eggbutt cheeks. 

1.3.2.2 Bridoons must have one or two joints. A barrel or ball joint is permitted as 
the centre link in a double jointed bridoon, however, the surface of the centre piece must 
be solid with no moveable parts other than a roller. The centre link may not have the effect 
of a tongue plate. 

1.3.2.3 Bridoons where the centre link(s) of the bit can lock and have the effect of a 
mullen mouth snaffle are not permitted. 

1.3.2.4 Flexible rubber/synthetic bridoons are not permitted.  

1.3.3 Curb Bits 

1.3.3.1 The length of the lever arm below the mouthpiece of the curb bit is limited to ten 
centimetres (10 cm). The upper cheek must not be longer than the lower cheek. If the curb 
has a sliding mouthpiece, the lever arm of the curb bit below the mouthpiece should not 
measure more than ten centimetres (10 cm) when the mouthpiece is at the uppermost 
position.  

1.3.3.2 Curbs may have straight or S-shaped cheeks. They may have rotating lever 
arms. 

1.3.3.3 The mouthpiece may be straight or shaped to allow tongue relief. The 
maximum height of the deviation is 30mm from the lower part of tongue side to the highest 
part of the deviation. The widest part of the deviation must be where the mouthpiece 
contacts the tongue and must have a minimum width of 30mm. 

1.3.3.4 If the curb has a sliding mouthpiece, the lever arm of the curb bit below the 
mouth piece should not measure more than ten centimetres (10 cm) when the mouth piece 
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is at the uppermost position. Curb "chain" can be made of metal or leather or a combination. 
Cover for curb “chain” can be made of leather, rubber or sheep skin. Curb chain hooks can 
be fixed or not fixed. 

1.4.   DecorationAdditional Items 

1.4.1. Any decoration of the Horse with extravagant items is strictly forbidden. 

1.4.31. False tails/tail extensions are permitted only with the prior permission of the 
FEI. Requests for such permissions should be directed to the FEI Para-Equestrian Dressage 
Department, accompanied by photographs and a Veterinary Certificate. False tails may not 
contain any metal parts, (except for hooks and eyelets), or extra added weight. 

1.4.42. Ear hoods are permitted for all Events, and may also provide noise reduction. 
However, ear hoods must not cover the horse’s eyes and ear plugs are not permitted, with 
the exception of Article 8428.8.5. The ear hoods should be discreet in colour and design. 
Ear hoods may not be attached to the noseband. 
 
1.4.53. Ear plugs on Horses are allowed at prize giving ceremonies only. 

1.4.4. Any decoration of the Horse is not allowed with extravagant items is strictly forbidden. 

1.5 Boots and bandages: At all international Events, boots and/or bandages on the Horse’s 
legs are forbidden while competing in the arena. The boots and/or bandages must be 
removed before entering the space around the Competition arena or the Athlete will be 
penalized. See Article 430 of the Dressage Rules. 

1.61. Identification numbers are to be worn by the Horse at all times when it is out of 
the stable. Each Horse keeps the same identification number provided toby the Athlete 
throughout the Event.  It is compulsory that this number be worn by the Horse while actively 
competing and at any time while working in the exercise and schooling areas or being hand 
walked (from the time of their arrival until the end of the Event) so that they can be identified 
by all Officials including the Stewards. Failure to display this number incurs first a warning 
and, in the case of a repeated offence, a fine imposed on the Athlete by the Ground Jury. 
The identification numbers shall be discreet on white background, the colour of the numbers 
may vary. 

1.7. Warming-up and training areas. The paragraphs above are valid also for warming-
up arenas and other training areas. Boots, bandages are allowed. Lungeing cavessons, 
single direct side reins or double sliding side reins (triangle/dreieck zügel) are permitted 
when lungeing. Lungeing is allowed with one (1) lunge line only, attached to either a 
lungeing cavesson or a snaffle bridle/bridoon. Lungeing with the lunge line attached to the 
curb is not allowed. Fixed or sliding reins must allow for natural head and neck movement. 
Reins must not be too tight as to hold the head and neck in a fixed position. 

 

2. Bridles and bits: For details see current list of FEI approved bits. 

 

Captions to plates showing permitted bits    

Various double bridle bits 

Bridoons: 

1.  Loose ring bridoon bit 
2 a,b,c Bridoon bit with jointed mouthpiece where the middle piece should be 
   rounded. Eggbutt sides also allowed. 
2 d  Bridoon bit with rotating middle piece 
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2 e Bridoon Rotary bit with rotating middle piece 
2. f Bridoon Rotary bit with rotating middle piece and looped rings 
3.  Eggbutt bridoon bit 
4.  Bridoon bit with hanging cheeks 
 
Curbs: 

5. Half-moon curb bits 
6.+7. Curb bit with straight cheeks and port 
8. Curb bit with port and sliding mouthpiece (Weymouth) 
 A curb bit with rotating lever arm is also allowed 
9. Variation of bits No 6, 7 & 8 
10. Curb bit with S-curved cheeks 
11. Curb chain (metal or leather or a combination) 
12. Lip strap 
13. Leather cover for curb chain 
14. Rubber or sheep skin cover for curb chain 
 

Various snaffle bridle bits 

1.  Loose ring snaffle 
2.a,b,c,d,e  Snaffle with jointed mouthpiece where middle piece should be rounded 
3. Eggbutt snaffle  
4. Racing snaffle D-ring 
5. Eggbutt snaffle with cheeks  
6. Loose ring snaffle with cheeks (Fulmer) 
7. Snaffle with upper cheeks only 
8. Hanging cheek snaffle 
9. Straight bar snaffle. Permitted also with mullen mouth and with eggbutt rings. 
10. Snaffle with rotating mouthpiece 
11. Snaffle with rotating middle piece 
12. Rotary bit with rotating middle piece 
13 Rotary bit with rotating middle piece and looped rings 
 Various double bridle bits 

 

Bridoons: 

 

 

 

                    1                                              2a  
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                      3                                              2b 

 

   

 

 

 4 2c 

  

 

                                                                        2d                                                        

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

                          

                                                           2e 

 

 

 

 

 

  2f 

 

 

 

 

Curbs: 

 

  

                                              

 

 5 6 
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  7       8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 9            10 

 

 

 

 

  

 11 13 

 

 

 

  

 12      14 

 

 

 

 

Various snaffle bridle bits 

 

 

 1 2a 
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 3 2b 

 

 

 

 4 2c 

 

 

 

 

 

 5 6 

 

 

 

 

 7 8 

 

 

 

 

  9 

   10 

   

   

 

                       11                                                      

 

                                       

 

12. Rotary bits  
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13 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1. Athletes must use snaffle or double bridles. Double bridles must have a cavesson 
noseband, a bridoon and curb bit with a curb chain. Cover for curb “chain” can be made of 
leather, rubber or sheep skin. The cavesson noseband may never be so tightly fixed as to 
harm the Horse. Lip strap and rubber or leather covers for the curb chain are optional. 
Athletes abusing the Horse, whether intentionally or not, will be asked to make changes by 
the Foreign Technical Delegate, Chief Steward or President of the Ground Jury. 

2.2. Bridoon, snaffle and curb must be made of metal and/or rigid plastic and may be 
covered with rubber/latex. Wrapping of bits with any kind of material and flexible rubber 
bits are not permitted. The lever arm of the curb bit is limited to ten centimetres (10 cm) 
(length below the mouth piece), and never be shorter than the upper arm. If the curb has 
a sliding mouthpiece, the lever arm of the curb bit below the mouthpiece should not measure 
more than ten centimetres (10 cm) when the mouthpiece is at the uppermost position. The 
diameter of the mouthpiece of the bridoon and/or curb must be such so as not to hurt the 
Horse. Minimum diameter of mouthpiece to be twelve millimetres (12 mm) for curb bit and 
ten millimetres (10 mm) for bridoon bit. Snaffles must have a minimum diameter of fourteen 
millimetres (14mm) for horses and ten millimetres (10mm) for ponies. The diameter of the 
mouth piece is measured adjacent to the rings or the cheeks of the mouthpiece. The reins 
must be attached to the bit. 

3. Nosebands. It is obligatory to use a noseband. A cavesson, drop or flash noseband must 
be used with a snaffle bridle. A cavesson noseband only must be used with a double bridle. 
Normal dropped nosebands and flash straps must lie in the chin groove. A Horse may be 
equipped with no more than one (1) noseband (a Flash noseband is considered to be one 
noseband). Nosebands must not cause discomfort. 
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Permitted nosebands   

 

1. Dropped noseband 2. Cavesson noseband 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Flash noseband 4. Crossed noseband (pictured)/  
    Mexican noseband 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Combined noseband – no throat lash         6. Micklem bridle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1, 3, 4 and 6 are not permitted when a double bridle is used. 

5, when used as a double bridle, the lower strap of the nose band is not allowed. 

 

 
Example of Double bridle with cavesson noseband, bridoon bit and curb chain 
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                 Double sliding side reins (triangle/Dreieckzügel) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4.   Saddles  

4.1. A well fitting, well maintained saddle, suitable to the Horse and Athlete shall be used. 
At the halt there must be a clear three centimetres (3cm) between any means of support 
and the Athlete’s trunk. Any adaptations to a saddle must allow the Athlete to fall free of 
the Horse. No saddle must be deeper in the seat than twelve centimetres (12cm) with the 
seat pressed down. This is measured from the seat to the middle of a line from top of 
pommel to top of cantle. 

2. Compensating Aids 

2.1.1 Standard compensating aids are aids or equipment, other than approved saddlery 
or equipment as outlined in the FEI Dressage Rules, which may be used by the athletes 
across all functional profiles. Standard compensating Aids are allowed to be used by all 
Athletes and do not need to be noted on the FEI Masterlist. 

2.1.2 Profile-specific compensating aids are aids or equipment, other than approved 
saddlery, which may be used by nominated profiles and must be noted on the FEI Masterlist 
following Classification evaluation. These are listed in the summary table of Annex IX. 

2.1.3 Non Standard compensating aids are aids, other than those above, required by an 
individual athlete and not described specifically in these rules. The aid is prescribed 
specifically for the athlete to enable them to ride the horse without providing an advantage 
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over other athletes within the same Profile or Grade. These aids may include modifications 
to a Standard or Profile-specific Compensating aid, or a piece of non-Standard equipment 
custom made for the athlete.  

2.1.3.1 The use of a non-standard compensating aid must be approved by the FEI 
Compensating Aids Panel before the Event at which it is to be used takes place. Any such 
request must be submitted to the FEI in writing with supporting documentation (medical 
documentation, aid description, photos, etc.) at least two weeks before the day of the horse 
inspection for the event to which it will apply. If approved by the FEI Compensating Aids 
Panel, the aid is added for the Athlete to the FEI Classification Master List. 

2.1.3.2 For Athletes who have not previously undergone a Classification Evaluation, at their 
first competition (where they are being Classified) non-standard compensating aids may be 
approved by the Chief Steward, Chief Classifier and President of the Ground Jury. To be 
used at all following competitions the full request must be made to the Compensating Aids 
Panel and listed on the FEI Masterlist. 

2.1.4 Subject to the noted provisions, all saddlery and special equipment used in competition 
shall correspond to that allowed under FEI Dressage Rules. It is the responsibility of the 
Athlete to ensure that all special equipment/compensating aids they use in competition meet 
the requirements under the Para-Equestrian Dressage rules, and that any standard or 
profile-specific compensating aids used are noted for that Athlete on the FEI Classification 
Master List. 

2.24.2. Hand Holds –  

2.2.1 All Athletes may use a The use of a soft (flexible) handhold to assist the Athlete to 
balance. The soft hand hold, must not be more than thirty centimetres (30cm) widein length, 
and no more than 10 centimetres (10 cm) above the top of the pommel when held., to assist 
the Athlete to balance, It may be attached to the front of the saddle, in front of or above 
the pommel. This is a standard compensating aid.Such a handhold may not be more than 
ten centimetres (10cm) above the top of the pommel when held. 

2.2.2 All Athletes may use a neck strap as a hand hold. For this purpose a breast plate is 
allowed. This is a standard compensating aid. 

2.2.3 Athletes within nominated Functional profiles may use a hard (fixed/rigid) handhold if 
required. The hard handhold must comply with the same measurement criteria as the soft 
handhold above. Any deviation from these measurements will be considered as a non-
standard compensating aid. Hard hand holds must be stated on the FEI Classification Master 
List for that Athlete. If a hard (fixed/rigid) handhold is essential, it must be stated on the 
FEI Classification Master List. The hard handhold must comply with the same measurement 
criteria as the soft handhold. The FEI reserves the right to allow dispensation to these 
measures according to the specific impairment of an Athlete. 

5. Plain numnahs may be used. Plain or national saddlecloths may be used. See Article 135 
of the FEI GRs, regarding Advertising and Publicity on Athletes and Horses. 

2.36. Whips. –  

2.3.1 All athletes may use one (1) whip (a total maximum length of one hundred twenty 
centimetres -120 cm-) as a standard compensating aid. 

2.3.2 Athletes within nominated profiles may use two (2) whips if required and must be 
stated on the FEI Classification Master List for that Athlete. 

2.3.3 Any alteration to a conventional or a curved whip must be approved by the FEI as a 
non-standard compensating aid and must be stated on the FEI Classification Master List.  

One (1) whip (a total maximum length of one hundred twenty centimetres -120 cm-) may 
be carried. Two (2) whips may only be used if they are specified as a compensating aid for 
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the Athlete on the FEI Classification Master List. Any alteration to conventional or curved 
whips must be approved by the Foreign Technical Delegate, Foreign Judge or Chief Steward. 
If whips are required for use in Dressage Competitions for able-bodied Athletes, this must 
be stated on the FEI Classification Master List. 

7.   Other PE Saddlery Aids allowed/not allowed 

7.1. Breast plates, neck straps, handholds (see 4.2 above) are allowed. Martingales, 
blinkers, side, balancing, running, bearing and similar reins are forbidden. Any rein 
adaptation that produces a similar effect to these forbidden reins is not permitted. Any rein 
from any bit in the Horse’s mouth must be in direct contact with the Athlete. This means 
that  

if riding in a double bridle the two (2) reins on one (1) side must either both go to the 
Athlete’s hand(s) or be connected into one (1) rein before reaching the Athlete (split reins).  

2.4 Reins –  

2.4.1 Split reins, and elastic rein inserts are standard compensating aids for all Athletes and 
do not need to be noted on the Classification Masterlist.Elastic insert reins are allowed.  

2.4.2 Athletes within nominated functional profiles may require the use of foot reins when 
no other reins can be controlled by the arm(s) or hand(s)/fingers from the upper part of the 
body of the Athlete. Foot reins must be stated on the FEI Classification Master List as a 
compensating aid for that AthleteFoot reins are only allowed when no other reins are going 
to be controlled by arm(s) or hand(s)/fingers from the upper part of the body of the Athlete. 

7.2. 2.4.3 If the rein is not used in a conventional manner, it must be in as straight a line 
as possible from the Athlete’s point of contact on the reins to the Horse’s mouth.  

2.4.4 For Athletes with two (2) very short armsAthletes within nominated functional profiles 
with two (2) very short arms may use reins may be run through rings that are attached to 
the front of the saddle by leather straps. These rings must not be in a fixed position, but 
shall be loose. Athletes using such rings must have details notedReins used in this way must 
be stated on the FEI Classification Mater List as a compensating aid for that Athlete. Refer 
to 4.2. 

7.32.5. Strapping attached to Saddlery 

2.5.1 Athletes must not be held in position by any mechanism that does not automatically 
release in the event of an accident. Any strapping used, such as Velcro, leather or elastic, 
must allow the Athlete to fall free from the Horse. 

7.4.2.5.2 Velcro may be used on the lower limbs to assist the Athlete in the saddle where 
there is an identified need as determined by the Athlete’s functional profile and Grade. The 
use of Velcro in this way must be recorded as a compensating aid for the Athlete on the FEI 
Classification Master List. 

7.4.12.5.3 The total amount of overlapping Velcro, or similar material, used by any Athlete, 
must not exceed fifty square centimetres (50 sq. Cm). Each overlap contact must not exceed 
the dimensions of three centimetres by six centimetres (3cmx6cm). The total area of 
overlapping Velcro or similar material per leg must not exceed three centimetres (3cm) wide 
by six centimetres (6cm) of overlap contact. For safety reasons it is recommended that it is 
fastened in a ‘V’ shape.  

2.5.4 Athletes in nominated Profiles may use a strap to attach the stirrup leather to the girth 
or the stirrup iron to the girth to assist control of the lower leg. The strap must be stated on 
the FEI Classification Masterlist as a compensating aid for that Athlete. 

7.52.6. Stirrups 

2.6.1 Athletes with one (1) leg may ride with one (1) stirrup. If the Athlete rides with a 
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prosthesis two (2) stirrups must be used.  

2.6.2 Athletes within nominated Profiles may ride without stirrups if required. This must be 
stated on the FEI Classification Master List as a compensating aid for that Athlete 

A Velcro or thin leather strap may be used to attach the stirrup leather or the stirrup iron to 
the girth to assist control of the lower leg where there is an identified need as determined 
by the Athlete’s functional profile and Grade. This must be recorded as a compensating aid 
for the Athlete on the FEI Classification Master List.  

7.6. Velcro or similar materials must, in all cases, allow the Athlete to fall free of the Horse. 

7.7.2.6.3 Elastic rubber bands may be used to keep the feet in the stirrups. Such elastic 
must be of a width and strength to allow the Athlete to fall free of the Horse. Magnetic 
stirrups are permitted. These are both standard compensating aids for all Athletes and do 
not need to be noted on the Masterlist 

7.8.2.6.4 To prevent the possibility of the foot sliding through the stirrup, stirrups may be 
closed at the front (enclosed stirrups), these are standard compensating aids for all athletes 
and do not need to be marked on the masterlist.  

If an Athlete has only one (1) leg he may ride with only one (1) stirrup. If he uses a 
prosthesis he must use two (2) stirrups. An Athlete may only ride without the use of stirrups 
if this is specified on the FEI Classification Master List. 

8.   Decoration 

8.1. Any decoration of the Horse with unnatural items, such as ribbons or flowers, etc. in 
the tail, etc., is strictly forbidden. 

8.2. Normal plaiting of the Horse's mane and tail, however, is allowed. 

8.3. False tails are permitted only with the prior permission of the FEI. Requests for such 
permissions should be directed to the FEI Dressage Department, accompanied by 
photographs and a Veterinary Certificate. False tails may not contain any metal parts, except 
for hooks and eyelets. 

8.4. Ear hoods are permitted for all Events, and may also provide noise reduction. However, 
ear hoods must not cover the horse’s eyes and ear plugs are not permitted, with the 
exception of Article 8428.8.5. The ear hoods should be discreet in colour and design. Ear 
hoods may not be attached to the noseband. 
 
8.5. Ear plugs on Horses are allowed at prize giving ceremonies only. 

9. The use of a non-standard compensating aid must be approved by the FEI Compensating 
Aids Panel before the event takes place. Any such request must be submitted to the FEI in 
writing with supporting documentation (medical documentation, aid description, photos, 
etc.) two weeks before the day of the horse inspection for the event to which it will apply. 
If approved by the FEI Compensating Aids Panel, the aid is added for the Athlete to the FEI 
Classification Master List. 

10.3 Subject to the noted provisions, all saddlery and special equipment permissible shall 
correspond to that allowed under FEI Dressage Rules. It is the responsibility of the Athlete 
to ensure that all special equipment/compensating aids are allowed under the Para-
Equestrian Dressage rules, and that any used are noted for that Athlete on the FEI 
Classification Master List. 

11.43.   Checking Saddlery and Equipment  

11.13.1. A visual check before leaving the last warm up arena may be conducted by the 
Stewards to prevent Athletes going into the field of play with any forbidden equipment. 
However, it remains the full responsibility of the Athlete not to enter with any forbidden 
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piece of Saddlery. A visual check can be declined by the Athlete as it is intended to help the 
Athlete but is not compulsory. A Steward must be appointed to check the saddlery of each 
Horse immediately after he leaves the arena. Any discrepancy will be reported to the Judge 
at C, for penalties refer to Article 8430.3. The checking of the bridle must be done with the 
greatest caution, as some Horses are very touchy and sensitive about their mouths (see FEI 
Steward’s Manual). 

The Steward must use disposable surgical gloves when checking the bit (one -1- pair of 
gloves per Horse) and gloves should be worn until the tack check is complete. 

 

Additional Annex  

ANNEX XI – EQUIPMENT/SADDLERY REFERENCE 
 
This annex is to be used as a reference to Article 8428, and must only be used in 
conjunction with the written rules which take precedence over this annex. The images 
below are examples only, and similar equipment which produce the same effect on the 
horse are also allowed if they adhere to the written rules. 
 
Saddles 

 
Example of Dressage saddle 

 
Bridles 

 
 

Ex. of Double Bridle, used with 
cavesson noseband, throat lash, 
bridoon and curb bits, and curb 
chain 

Crown piece may not extend 
beyond the two arrows 
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Ex. of Cavesson noseband Ex. of dropped noseband Ex. of noseband with flash strap 

 

 

 

Ex. of crossed/mexican/grackle 
noseband 

Ex. of combined noseband – no 
throat lash necessary 

Ex. of Micklem style bridle – no 
throatlash necessary 

 
Bits 
 
Cheek Pieces: 
   

Ex. of Loose Ring cheek Ex. of Eggbutt cheek Ex. of D-Ring cheek 
  

 
Ex. of upper cheek Ex. of full cheek Ex. of hanging cheek 
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Ex. of Fulmer cheek 
 
 
Mouthpieces: 
   

Ex. of single jointed mouthpiece Ex. of double jointed mouthpiece Ex. of double jointed mouthpiece 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Ex. of unjointed mouthpiece Ex. of bushing centrepiece Ex. of coupling centrepiece 
 

 

 
Ex. of coupling centrepiece Ex. of centrepiece with a roller Port deviation measurements 

 
Curb Bits: 

  

 

Ex. of curb with straight cheeks Ex. of curb with port and sliding 
mouthpiece (rotating arms also 
allowed) 

Ex. of curb with S cheeks 
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Maximum size of lever arm 

 
  

Ex. of Curb chain Ex. of Leather cover for curb chain 
  

Ex. of lip strap Ex. of cover for curb chain 
 

 

11. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8429.6.1 –Arena and exercise areas 
A separate hut or platform must be provided for each Judge. It must be raised not less than 
zero point fifty meters (0.50m) (for Freestyle Tests possibly a little higher) above the 
ground, in order to give the Judges a good view of the arena. The booth/hut must be large 
enough to accommodate four (4) persons. Judges’ booths must be equipped with side 
windows. Judges’ huts should provide good views of the entire arena. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This article was introduced to align with able bodied Dressage rules, which was introduced 
to allow Judges to communicate easily in case of blood, lameness, error of course or 
equipment issues. 
 
Proposed Wording 
A separate hut or platform must be provided for each Judge. It must be raised not less than 
zero point fifty meters (0.50m) (for Freestyle Tests possibly a little higher) above the 
ground, in order to give the Judges a good view of the arena. The booth/hut must be large 
enough to accommodate four (4) persons. Judges’ booths must be equipped with side 
windows. Judges’ huts should provide good views of the entire arena. For FEI Championships 
and Games, each Judges hut must be equipped with a button linked to the Judges Signalling 
System, allowing each judge to discreetly inform the C-Judge in case of blood, lameness, 
error of course or equipment. A Judges Signalling button is optional for other Events. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
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NA 

Proposed Final Wording  
Proposal stays as above. 

 

12. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8429.6.2 –Arena and exercise areas 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This has been introduced to align with able-bodied Dressage and to clarify who is allowed in 
the Judges huts. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Only officiating people (to include officials fulfilling promotion requirements) are allowed in 
the Judges’ huts. Any requests for exceptions must be made in advance to the President of 
the Ground Jury and must be  included in the FJ reportreported to the FEI. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

13. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8429.10 –Arena and exercise areas 
At least one (1) practice arena of twenty meters by sixty meters (20mx60m) must be placed 
at the disposal of the Athletes from the time of the opening of the stables. If possible this 
arena should be of the same consistency as the Competition arena footing.  A 20mx60m 
arena should have the ability to mark out a 20mx40m arena. Arena space should be 
adequate to accommodate a maximum of eight (8) Athletes in a 20mx60m arena and a 
maximum of six (6) Athletes in a 20mx40m arena at any one time.  Provision must be made 
for Athletes with visual impairment to train alone. The OC should ensure that all Athletes 
are given equal training times. If possible these arenas should be of the same consistency 
as the Competition arena footing. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
VI Athletes should be able to train and warm up alone if they request to do so. 
 

Proposed Wording 
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At least one (1) practice arena of twenty meters by sixty meters (20mx60m) must be placed 
at the disposal of the Athletes from the time of the opening of the stables. If possible this 
arena should be of the same consistency as the Competition arena footing.  A 20mx60m 
arena should have the ability to mark out a 20mx40m arena. Arena space should be 
adequate to accommodate a maximum of eight (8) Athletes in a 20mx60m arena and a 
maximum of six (6) Athletes in a 20mx40m arena at any one time.  Provision must be made 
for Athletes with visual impairment to train alone and warm up alone if the Athlete requests 
it. The OC should ensure that all Athletes are given equal training times. If possible these 
arenas should be of the same consistency as the Competition arena footing. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

14. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8430.9.2 –Execution of the Tests 
On the grounds of safety, Athletes in Grade I, II, III and Profile 36 (totally blind) may be 
accompanied around the outside arena by the trainer or his representative before the Test 
starts. They may be led, but must not be schooled from the ground. This person may stand 
outside the arena on the field of play during the Test. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This phrase was added to clarify where Athletes with high support needs can have outside 
help from a representative. 
 

Proposed Wording 
On the grounds of safety, Athletes in Grade I, II, III and Profile 36 (totally blind) may be 
accompanied around the outside arena by the trainer or his representative before the Test 
starts. They may be led, but must not be schooled from the ground. This person may stand 
outside the arena on the field of play during the Test. The Athlete may again be accompanied 
around the outside arena after they have finished their test. Only in case of danger they 
may be accompanied from the inside arena, otherwise this would be considered as 
unauthorised assistance (see article 8430.14.1) and must result in elimination. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
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NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

15. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8430.11.4 –Execution of the Tests 
If the Horse is Eliminated pursuant to the above, or if the Horse is injured during the Test 
and starts bleeding after finishing the Test, it should be examined by an FEI Veterinarian 
prior to the next Competition to determine if it is fit to continue in the Event the following 
day(s). The decision of the FEI Veterinarian is not subject to appeal. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
Clarification was needed to state who makes the decision in this case of a Horse being 
eliminated due to blood. 
 
Proposed Wording 
If the Horse is Eliminated pursuant to the above, or if the Horse is injured during the Test 
and starts bleeding after finishing the Test, it should be examined by an FEI Veterinarian 
prior to the next Competition to determine if it is fit to continue in the Event the following 
day(s). The decision of the President of the Ground Jury, based on the recommendation of 
the FEI Veterinarian, is not subject to appeal. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

16. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8430.12 –Execution of the Tests 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
PETC requested that a title be added to this article. 
 

Proposed Wording 
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Beginning/End of the Test. A Test begins with the entry at A and ends after the salute 
at the end of the Test, as soon as the Horse moves forward. For the sole purpose of checking 
the Athlete/Horse for blood or correct equipment, the Test is not considered ended until 
after the check of the equipment. The Athlete should leave the arena in the way that is 
prescribed in the text of the Test. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

17. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8430.13.3 –Commanders and Callers 
13.3. Radio communication may not be used during the Test Exceptions to this are as below 
in 13.3.1 and 13.3.2. 

13.3.1 Those Athletes, qualified as above (13.2) to use a commander, who are also deaf or 
hearing impaired as identified through the classification process may use sign language 
and/or they may use a radio headset during all tests. This will be stated as a compensating 
aid on the FEI Classification Master List 

13.3.2 All Athletes who have been allowed a commander or caller/s as a compensating aid 
on the FEI Classification Master List are permitted to use a headset during all tests. 

13.3.3 In the above (13.3.1 and 13.3.2), it is the responsibility of the Athlete to provide a 
fully functioning headset with an extra receiver to enable the steward to listen to all 
communication going from the coach/helper to the Athlete. If this is not the case, the Athlete 
will not be permitted to use the equipment and must ride the test without it. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This article was updated as it was recently decided that all Athletes who have a commander 
or caller on the Masterlist are allowed to use a headset in all tests. 
 
Proposed Wording 
13.3. Radio communication may not be used during the Test Exceptions to this are as below 
in 13.3.1 in 13.3.1 and 13.3.2. 
 
13.3.1 Those Athletes, qualified as above (13.2) to use a commander, who are also deaf or 
hearing impaired as identified through the classification process may use sign language 
and/or they may use a radio headset during all tests. This will be stated as a compensating 
aid on the FEI Classification Master List 
 
13.3.12 All Athletes who have been allowed a commander or caller/s as a compensating aid 
on the FEI Classification Master List are permitted to use a headset during all tests. 
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13.3.23 In the above (13.3.1 and 13.3.2), it is the responsibility of the Athlete to provide a 
fully functioning headset with an extra receiver to enable the steward to listen to all 
communication going from the coach/helper to the Athlete. If this is not the case, the Athlete 
will not be permitted to use the equipment and must ride the test without it. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

18. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8430.14.1 –Other Outside assistance 
Any other outside assistance or intervention, including coaching by voice, signs etc., may 
result in elimination, at the discretion of the President of the Ground Jury or the Judge at C.  
Explanation for Proposed Change 
For clarification. 
Proposed Wording 
Any other unauthorised outside assistance or intervention, including coaching by voice, signs 
etc., may will result in elimination, at the discretion of by the President of the Ground Jury 
or the Judge at C. 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

19. Chapter II Para Equestrian Dressage Events 

Article No. 8435 –Calculation and Publishing of Results 
Note:  For PE the word ‘Classification’ applies to the Functional Classification of Athletes and 
is not applied to scoring and results. 

1. After each performance and after each Judge has given his collective marks, which must 
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be done with due consideration, the Judges' sheets pass into the hands of the scorers. The 
marks are multiplied by the corresponding coefficients, where applicable, and then totalled.  

2. The Total Score is obtained by adding the total points on each of the Judges' sheets. 
Percentages should also be obtained against the maximum total points available. Penalty 
percentage points for errors in the execution of the test are deducted from the total score. 
All results must be published in percentages with numbers to three (3) places after the 
decimal point. 

3. The Individual Results are calculated as follows: 

3.1. In all Competitions the winner is the Athlete having obtained the highest percentage, 
the second placed Athlete is the one with the next highest percentage and so on. 

3.2. In case of equality of percentages for the first three (3) places, the higher collective 
marks will decide on the better placing. In the case of equality of collective marks for the 
first three (3) places, and in case of equality of percentages for remaining places, the 
Athletes are given the same placing. 

3.3. In case of equality of percentages in a Freestyle Test for the first three (3) places, the 
higher artistic marks will decide on the better placing. In the case of equality of marks for 
the remaining places, the Athletes are given the same placing. 

4. The Team results for CPEDIs are calculated as follows: In all Team Competitions the 
winning team is the one having the highest combined percentage scores from the Team and 
Individual Tests added together of their three best Athletes, the second placed team is the 
one with the next highest percentage, and so on. In case of equality of percentages, the 
winning team is the one (1) whose third placed athlete out of the best three (3) has the 
best result Team & Individual added together. For Championships and Games refer to 
Chapters V and VI. 

See also Article 8422.1 (Re. Reducing a score of ten (10) penalty percentages per Judge if 
Athlete is competing in the in the wrong Grade). 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This article was updated to align with a change suggested in able-bodied Dressage, to 
explain clearly how marks are calculated. 
Proposed Wording 
1. After each performance the points awarded by each Judge will be added up by the scorer 
using a calculator with a printout. (A computer program may be used in addition). The 
printout is to be stapled to each original score sheet. The provisional scores from each Judge 
are posted on the score board, (marked as ‘Provisional’) with the individual and total scores 
of all the Judges and the percentage score. 
After each performance the percentage awarded by each Judge will be calculated and 
published separately and provisionally, in addition to the general total.  
 
1.1  The reference maximum total points to be used for the calculation is indicated on 
each test sheet.  
 
For example:   Team Test: 280 points. 
     Freestyle: 150 points for technical and 150 points for 
artistic 
 
1.2  Percentages: all percentage calculations must be rounded up or down to three (3) 
decimals after the decimal point as per the following principle and example: 0.0011-0.0014 
down; 0.0015 – 0.0019 up. 
 
2.  Calculations: 
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2.1  In tests with technical marks only, the total average percentage per Judge is 
calculated by adding the total marks per movement divided by the maximum total points 
(see 435.1.1) x 100. 
 
2.2  In tests with technical and artistic marks or technical and quality marks, the total 
average percentage per Judge is calculated by adding the technical and artistic percentages 
or technical and quality percentages and dividing by two. 
 
2.3 The final percentage is obtained by adding the total average percentage per Judge 
divided by the number of Judges. 
 
 For example:   1) Total average percentage per Judge: E= 69.990%, 
H=70.333%,      C=70.205% M=71.120%, B= 69.660%;  
    2) Final percentage: 70.244%. 
 
All results must be published in percentages with numbers to three (3) places after the 
decimal point. 
23. If an Athlete withdraws prior to a Competition or retires, etc. during the performance of 
a Test, the words “retired”, “withdrawn”, “eliminated”, “excused” or “no show” must appear 
after the Athlete’s name in the result sheet. 
34. The President of the Ground Jury or Judge at C must sign an official results sheet for 
each class. The sheets can then be released to the Athletes.  
45. After the announcement of the final results of the Competition and the general total 
points and percentages, the score awarded by each Judge are published under his own 
name, communicated to the press and to the FEI (See Article 8433.3 of the PE Dressage 
Rules). 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

20. Chapter III Officials 

Article No. 8437.5.1 –Ground Jury 
For World Equestrian Games and for the Paralympic Games, the Jury must show 
international representation and the President of Ground Jury and the other members of the 
Ground Jury must be chosen from the FEI lists of PE 5* Judges appointed by the PE 
Committee and approved by the Bureau of the FEI. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
For clarification. 
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Proposed Wording 
For World Equestrian Games and for the Paralympic Games, the Jury must show 
international representation and the President of Ground Jury and the other members of the 
Ground Jury must be chosen from the FEI lists of PE 5* Judges appointed by the PE 
Committee and approved by the Bureau of the FEI. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

21. Chapter III Officials 

Article No. 8437.12 –Ground Jury 
Reserve Judge. One (1) reserve Judge must be appointed for all levels of FEI 
Championships and Games when seven (7) or five (5) members of the Ground Jury are 
appointed, in case one (1) of the Judges is unable to attend. The reserve Judge should be 
present for the FEI World Equestrian Games and Continental Championships, and whenever 
possible for lower level Championships and Games. Any exceptions to be approved by the 
FEI. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
PED does not currently have lower level Championships, so this wording could be removed. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Reserve Judge. One (1) reserve Judge must be appointed for all levels of FEI 
Championships and Games when seven (7) or five (5) members of the Ground Jury are 
appointed, in case one (1) of the Judges is unable to attend. The reserve Judge should be 
present for the FEI World Equestrian Games and Continental Championships, and whenever 
possible for lower level Championships and Games. Any exceptions to be approved by the 
FEI. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 
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22. Chapter III Officials 

Article No. 8438.1.1 –Foreign Technical Delegate 
A Foreign Technical Delegate must be appointed for all Championships and Games. The OC 
will appoint the Foreign Technical Delegate, who must be approved by the FEI. FEI will 
appoint the Foreign Technical Delegate(s) for Championships and Games. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
The Foreign Technical Delegate is appointed for Championships by the FEI, and are no longer 
used in lower level events. 
 
Proposed Wording 
A Foreign Technical Delegate must be appointed for all Championships and Games. The OC 
will appoint the Foreign Technical Delegate, who must be approved by the FEI. FEI will 
appoint the Foreign Technical Delegate(s) for Championships and Games. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal remains as above. 

 

23. Chapter III Officials 

Article No. 8439 – Classifiers 
1. Classification will be offered at the discretion of the OC/NF and must be announced 
as soon as the event is added into the Calendar of FEI Events (deadlines: refer to calendar 
rules). Each NF hosting an International Competition must nominate at least one 
International Event where Classification will be offered. 

2. Classification, for nominated International Competitions where Classification takes 
place, is carried out in line with the IPC Classification Code by a Classification Panel of two 
(2) FEI PE Classifiers with at least one (1) classifier being from a different NF to the Athlete. 
For all CPEDI3* and above, two (2) FEI PE Classifiers must be present, and one (1) classifier 
must be from a foreign NF. The Classifiers must remain until the first appearance is 
completed of all Classified Athletes. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
Throughout 2018 the PETC trialled having Classification events at only nominated Events, 
rather than at all events as had been previously. This was to try and reduce some costs for 
OCs. Not having Classifiers and Classification at all events proved to cause many problems 
for Review Athletes and non-competing Athletes who required Observation Assessment. The 
PETC agreed that as so many complications arose concerning Athletes’ Classification, and 
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as this is such an important part of the sport, that Classification should be re-introduced at 
all events in 2019. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Classification will be offered at the discretion of the OC/NF and must be announced as soon 
as the event is added into the Calendar of FEI Events (deadlines: refer to calendar rules). 
Each NF hosting an International Competition must nominate at least one International 
Event where Classification will be offered. 

2. Classification, for nominated International Competitions where Classification takes place, 
is carried out in line with the IPC Classification Code by a Classification Panel of two (2) FEI 
PE Classifiers with at least one (1) classifier being from a different NF to the Athlete. For all 
CPEDI3* and above, two (2) FEI PE Classifiers must be present, and one (1) classifier must 
be from a foreign NF. The Classifiers must remain until the first appearance is completed of 
all Classified Athletes. 
 
Comments received 
NED 
The two sentences are meaning the same thing. It can be clear in one sentence. 

FEI feedback 
The PETC agreed with NED and have made the below changes for clarification. 
 

Proposed Final Wording 
Classification will be offered at the discretion of the OC/NF and must be announced as soon 
as the event is added into the Calendar of FEI Events (deadlines: refer to calendar rules). 
Each NF hosting an International Competition must nominate at least one International 
Event where Classification will be offered. 

21. Classification, for nominated International Competitions where Classification takes 
place, is carried out in line with the IPC Classification Code by a Classification Panel of two 
(2) FEI PE Classifiers with at least one (1) classifier being from a different NF to the Athlete. 
For all CPEDI3* and above, two (2) FEI PE Classifiers must be present, and one (1) classifier 
must be from a foreign NF. The Classifiers must remain until the first appearance is 
completed of all Classified Athletes. 

 
 

24. Chapter III Officials 

Article No. 8443.1.4-1.6 – Stewards 
1.4 For Championships and Games, the FEI will appoint one (1) Level 3 Chief Steward. Two 
(2) Level 1 Stewards, or above, must be appointed by the OC in addition. 
 
1.5 At CPEDIs, one (1) Level 2 (Chief Steward) and one (1) Level 1 Stewards must be 
appointed by the OC. 
 
1.6 Stewards 
According to the size (number of overall competitors at the Event) and type of Event, a 
sufficient number of Stewards must be appointed by the OC in consultation with the Chief 
Steward. 
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Explanation for Proposed Change 
The numbers of FEI certified Stewards was deemed to be too low and the PETC has decided 
to raise the minimum amount at events.  
 
Proposed Wording 
2.4 For Championships and Games, the FEI will appoint one (1) Level 3 Chief Steward. 
Two At least three (23) Level 1 Stewards, or above, must be appointed by the OC in 
addition. 
 
2.5 At CPEDIs, one (1) Level 2 (Chief Steward) and at least two one (12) Level 
1 Stewards or above must be appointed by the OC. 
 
2.6 Stewards 
According to the size (number of overall competitors at the Event) and type of Event, a 
sufficient number of Stewards must be appointed by the OC in consultation with the Chief 
Steward  prior to the Event. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

25. Annex VII Codex for FEI Para-Equestrian Judges 

Article No. 5.1 
Only officiating people are allowed in the Judges’ huts. 
 
Explanation for Proposed Change 
This was included to align with able-bodied Dressage and to clarify exactly who is allowed 
in the Judges huts. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Only officiating people are allowed in the Judges’ huts.Only officiating people (to include 
officials fulfilling promotion requirements) are allowed in the Judges’ huts. Any requests for 
exceptions must get prior approval from the President of the Ground Jury and must be 
reported to the FEIincluded in the FJ report. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 
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Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

26. Annex VII Codex for FEI Para-Equestrian Judges 

Article No. Annex 7 
 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
This wording has been added by the PETC to align with the system in able-bodied Dressage 
competitions whereby the Judging Panel must meet after the competition to discuss any 
differences in scores with more than 5% differences. This should also be accompanied by 
video at high level events. 
 
Proposed Wording 
The President of the Ground Jury and/or the Competition/Foreign Judge must meet with 
Judges for evaluation when the total result differ more than five percent (5%) during a test. 
The meeting must take place within twenty four (24) hours after the Competition and with 
video of the concerned Athlete/Horse combinations for high Level Events. Video is 
recommended for low Level Events. 
 
Comments received 
GER - clarification: 
The categories are named lower level, higher level, Championships, Paralympic Games 
(see Art. 8420). We therefore recommend to reword:  
“… must take place…for Championships and Paralympic Games high Level Events. Video is 
recommended for lower Level and higher Level Events.” 
By that wording, there cannot be a misunderstanding between higher Level Events (CPEDI 
3*)  and Championships and Paralympic Games. 
 

FEI feedback 
The PETC agree that video must be used in Championships and Games, and that it is 
recommended in CPEDI3* and below, as per the changes below. 

Proposed Final Wording 
The President of the Ground Jury and/or the Competition/Foreign Judge must meet with 
Judges for evaluation when the total result differs more than five percent (5%) during a 
test. The meeting must take place within twenty four (24) hours after the Competition and 
with video of the concerned Athlete/Horse combinations for high Level EventsChampionships 
and Games. Video is recommended for low Level EventsCPEDI3* and below. 
 

 

27. Annex IX Organising Classification at Para-Equestrian Events 

Article No. Annex 9 
 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
The annex for organising Classification at Para-Equestrian events was previously included in 
the FEI Classification Rules, and the PETC determined that OCs are unlikely to see the annex 
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in that Rulebook. OCs will be looking at the Para-Equestrian Dressage Rules for event 
organisation, so the Classification organisation should be included in these rules. 
 
Proposed Wording 
1. Invitation from the OC to the members of the Classification Panel 
1.1 Classifiers are FEI Officials and are invited by the OC of the Event and must be 
approved by the FEI. A list of accredited FEI Classifiers is maintained by the FEI and 
available on the FEI website. 
1.2 The OC must provide a written invitation to the members of the Classification Panel 
well in advance and include confirmation of: 
• The date and venue of the Event 
• Travel to and from the venue, including daily travel to and from the venue 
• Accommodation arrangements which should be with other Officials such as the 
Judges  
• The undertaking by the OC to meet all expenses incurred by Classifiers, either by 
providing the facilities or by paying all their relevant costs. The expenses must cover return 
travel from the Classifier’s home to the Event venue, accommodation, all transport and 
subsistence at the venue to a reasonable standard and any other essential expenses 
• The dates and times of the Classification process;  
• The date the Classifier is expected to arrive and leave of the Event.  
1.3 The members of the Classification Panel will respond without delay in writing to 
confirm acceptance or otherwise. 
1.4 The Classification Panel are required to be present 24 hours prior to the competition 
draw taking place to complete Athlete Evaluations for New or Review/Review- Fixed Review 
Date competing Athletes. Any change to this should be negotiated between the OC and the 
Chief Classifier. 
1.5 The Classification Panel should remain at the Event to complete any Observation 
assessments during the first appearance of Athletes. 
1.6 Arrival and departure dates may need to be negotiated beyond that discussed above 
dependent on the number of Athletes requiring Evaluation and the number of non-
competing Athletes requiring Evaluation for the purpose of FEI Classification.  
2. Athlete Evaluation facilities to be organised by the OC for the purpose of Classification 
2.1 A room must be made available to the Classification Panel for the sole purpose of 
Athlete evaluation and should fulfil the following requirements:  
• Private and clean. 
• Wheelchair accessible, that is, ramped with no steps. 
• Large enough to accommodate the two Classifiers, the Athlete (who may be in a 
wheelchair) and the Athlete’s representative. 
• Equipped with a height adjustable examination table with a pillow; four sturdy chairs 
(without arms or wheels) and a table or desk 
• Clean handwashing facilities.  
• A climate controlled space (air conditioned where possible) is recommended if the 
Classification Panel is required to work in extreme temperatures.  
• Access to a power supply in the room for electronic devices.  
• A lockable area where confidential files and computers can be stored.  
• An appropriate waiting area located near the Classification room. 
• Signage indicating the location of the Classification room. 
3. The Classification Panel shall have access to administration facilities such as 
photocopying and provided with communiqués such as start lists, results and other 
information for Officials.  
4. A private area is to be provided nearby the Competition arena for the Classification 
Panel to view the Athletes in Competition. 
5. Scheduling Athlete Evaluation 
5.1 The OC is responsible for scheduling Athlete Evaluation in consultation with the Chief 
Classifier for the Event. 
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5.2 A fee of 40 Euros (or equivalent) can be imposed for each FEI Classification 
completed for Athletes not previously FEI Classified or Athletes with Confirmed Status who 
have requested a re-Classification through the FEI Medical Review request process, 
competing and non-competing, with all money being paid to the OC or other nominated 
body such as the NF.  
5.3 No fee is to be imposed for Athletes undergoing Review or Review-Fixed Review Date 
evaluation.   
5.4 All competing Athletes with New or Review Grade status or those with Confirmed 
status, who have been approved for re-Classification, must undergo Evaluation before the 
competition draw takes place, allowing time for the Classifiers to complete all associated 
tasks, notify the OC of any changes to Grade status and relevant Officials of any 
compensating aids to be used. 
5.5 After the closing date of entries, the OC shall send to the nominated Chief Classifier 
a list of all entered Athletes, their nation, listed Profile number and Grade.  
5.6 The Chief Classifier shall request an excel copy of the current FEI Classification 
Master List from the FEI to cross reference with the list of entered Athletes. Once confirmed, 
the Chief Classifiers will inform the OC of any Review Athletes requiring evaluation. The 
compensating aids allowed for each Athlete will also be checked and sent to the OC.  
5.7 The OC is required to circulate a list of all entered Athletes, their Profile and Grade 
to the TD, Chief Steward and Judges.  
5.8 The OC is responsible for scheduling all necessary Athlete Evaluations to take place 
before the draw takes place. Adequate meal times and breaks must be scheduled for the 
Classification Panel. 
5.9 At least forty-five minutes should be designated for each evaluation. The Chief 
Classifier should inform the OC if they think a longer session may be required for an Athlete. 
5.10 The OC will inform the Athlete’s NF of the date and time of the Athlete’s scheduled 
Evaluation prior to the Event, or immediately upon their arrival at the Event.  
5.11 It is the responsibility of the Athlete’s NF to ensure their Athlete arrives for their 
scheduled evaluation on time with any necessary documentation if not already provided to 
the FEI and requested by the Classification Panel for that Event. 
5.12 If an Observation Assessment in Competition is required for the Athlete, the time 
and place are to be agreed upon by the Athlete, the OC, the Athlete’s NF, the Technical (if 
required) and the Classification Panel. 
The Chief Classifier will communicate the results of Athlete Evaluations to the OC and NF as 
soon as possible following the completion of the Athlete Evaluation. 
 
Comments received 
IPC recommendation at Head of Classification Meeting. 

FEI feedback 
Following the recommendation of the IPC at the Heads of Classification meetings, this annex 
will instead be published as Guidelines on the FEI Classification page of the website. 

Proposed Final Wording 
Annex to be published instead as Guidelines. 
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28. Annex X Compensating Aids Summary 

Article No Annex 10 
 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
The table summarising Compensating Aids should be visible in the FEI Para-Equestrian 
Dressage Rules. This table clearly states which Aids are allowed to be used by which 
Athletes, and whether or not they should be stated on the Masterlist. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Please see table in Rules Modification. 
 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 

 

29. Annex XI Per Diems 

Article No. Annex 11 
 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
To align with able-bodied Dressage the Per Diems are no longer a short article in the Annex 
IV, but have been set out clearly in an annex of their own. 
 
Proposed Wording 
Per Diem for Judges, Technical Delegate, Classifiers and Chief Steward:  
 

1. Per diem of EUR 100 per day, (remuneration for miscellaneous costs. This amount is 
net after relevant taxes being borne by the OC), The per diem is due for all officiating 
days  

 
2. Judges: for more details see Annex 7  

 
1.3. Veterinary Delegates: see VRs 

 
Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposal stays as above. 
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Minor Changes 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
For clarification and consistency in the use of terms. 

Proposed Wording 
8422.8.6 The OC can decide that Horses may be ridden in and around the Competition 
arena at a time designated by the OC in consultation with the Foreign Technical Delegate 
(or Foreign JudgePresident of the Ground Jury) and/or Chief Steward. 
 
8422.7 No Horse may be schooled outside the designated schooling times without the 
permission of the Foreign Technical Delegate or Foreign JudgePresident of the Ground Jury 
and/or Chief Steward. No Horse may be schooled outside the designated schooling areas 
at any time after the Horse has been accepted at the venue. Schooling in the stable is not 
allowed. No Horse may leave the venue until after the last Competition and prize giving 
without the permission of the Foreign Technical Delegate and/or Foreign JudgePresident of 
the Ground Jury and the OC. 
 
8422.8.9 No Horse is to leave the Event ground for any purpose unless authorized by a 
veterinarian acting in the interest of the health of the Horse.  In such a case the veterinarian 
must inform the Foreign Technical Delegate and/or Foreign JudgePresident of the Ground 
Jury and the Chief Steward of his decision immediately. 
 
8424.1.2 In the event of an accident or illness of an Athlete declared as a starter, who 
consequently cannot start in a Test, this Athlete may, with the approval of the OC, together 
with Foreign Technical Delegate and/or the President of the Ground Jury, start in a later 
Competition, but only as an individual Athlete. 
 
8429.1.2 At all other International Events, the Competition arena has to be checked and 
approved by the Foreign Judge or the President of the Ground Jury. 
 
8429.3.2 Any publicity applied on the fence must previously be approved by the Foreign 
JudgePresident of the Ground Jury/Foreign Technical Delegate. 
In accordance with the above stated positioning of publicity, it is always permissible to place 
the name and/or logo of the FEI approved Event on the Dressage fence following approval 
of the FEI/Foreign JudgePresident of the Ground Jury/Foreign Technical Delegate before the 
Competitions. 
 
8429.6.1 Cars may be used at Competitions below 4*from 3* and below. 
 
8429.9 On no account, and under penalty of disqualification, may an Athlete/Horse use 
the Competition arena at any time other than during his performance in a Competition or 
during an allocated training session. 
Exceptions may be made by the Foreign Technical Delegate (where appointed) and/or the 
President of the Ground Jury.  
 
8429.11 For Competitions where it is not practical for the Athletes to ride their Horses 
around the outside of the arena prior to entering the arena, Athletes can be permitted to 
enter the arena for a period of time before the bell is sounded. The OC together with the 
President of the Ground Jury and/or Foreign Technical Delegate (where one is appointed) 
can decide whether Athletes must leave the arena before commencing their Test, or must 
start from the inside of the arena. 
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Comments received 
No comments received. 

FEI feedback 
NA 

Proposed Final Wording 
Proposals stay as above with the addition of the name of “Para-Equestrian Dressage” being 
shortened to “Para Dressage” throughout the document. 

 

Other Comments 

Comments received 
NED 
Reduce the number of mandatory officials  
We feel that the number of officials required for events could be decreased without negative 
sport impact. This Official side is costing a lot for OCs. 
 
Prize scale  
We would like to opt for a minimum prize scale in good relation to the entry fee for CPEDI3* 
and higher  
 
Furthermore we would like to advise you to harmonize the rules of all eight disciplines 
wherever possible. Unity in the rules will create more clarity for all parties involved and will 
lead to less questions and/or issues in the sport. 
FEI feedback 
Number of Officials – a review of the event levels is to be discussed at the 2019 Para Forum. 
The number of officials could be reduced in lower level events. Also to note that the 
requirements have been reduced as a TD is no longer required other than at Championships 
and Games. This will be kept note of and discussed next year. 
 
Prize Scale – this is a cross-discipline issue, and will be taken note of. 
 
Harmonisation of rules – this is always attempted as best possible. 
 
Proposed Final Wording 
NA 

 


