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14:00 Objectives of session and Horse score 2024 update (Rob / Lise)

14:30 FEI Veterinary Rules and processes (Göran - online)

15:10 Horse Inspection – the future ? (Elin - online)

15:30 Break

15:45 Update on Side Reins Study (Sophie - online)

16:15 Training of the Vaulting Horse / Judging session / Discussion (Rob / Lise)

16:30 Participative Workshop – in person and online (break out rooms) (all)

17:00 Return of groups, short presentations, and discussion (all)

17:30 End of session

Sat morning 9:05-9:30 – summary of Friday and more judging (Rob / Lise)
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First – we all love our horses and our sport

Welfare in Vaulting Horses – how do we keep our horses (and our sport) safe?

• Rome 2022 + Online forum 2023 + Side reins study

•

•

•

• Salzburg 2023 + … 

• = Rules and Guidelines for 2025 and onwards
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•

•

✓ Squads – shorter freestyles (R) + fewer/no triples (G)

✓

✓
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•

•

• A2 – separated into 3 subscores with higher impact to ‘willingness / 
obedience’ (G)

• A3 – canter allowed before trot assessment (trot round) without penalty (G)

•

• Updates in wording in guidelines for Horse Score (G)
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•

– Reduction in work load

• Time

• Weight ?

• How do we assess work load ?

• Maximum triples or no triples

– Intention! Requires consideration from team 
around the horses not to try and circumvent 
the rules/guidelines

– Important that it doesn’t pay to increase 
number of triples (tech score & artistic score 
(CoH?))
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•

Feedback: 

Mainly worried about horse availability for smaller countries especially for 
Squad

Safer for Horses and Vaulters – especially when renting a horse unseen

New opportunity for Individuals to compete more than one Horse to obtain 
qualification + gain experience
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• Position of head and neck

• Canter / collection

• Willingness replacing or added 
together with obedience
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The Horse goes forward in a canter with obvious impulsion from the 
hindquarters to develop the muscles towards the collected canter with 
an uphill tendency and accurate engagement of the hindquarters.
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The Horse goes forward in a canter with obvious impulsion from the 
hindquarters to develop the muscles towards the collected canter with 
an uphill tendency and accurate engagement of the hindquarters.
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At the aids of the lunger, the Horse must show a minimum of a quarter 
round of working trot with a clear two-beat trot rhythm, to be assessed 
by the judges. 

It is permitted for the Horse to halt, walk, and/or canter before 
showing the trot round. The Judge at A signals to the Lunger when the 
Horse is assessed fit to compete. 

After the bell, at the aids of the lunger the Horse should make a smooth 
transition into canter. Before the canter transition, a short halt or walk strides 
are allowed. At the latest 30 sec after the bell, the first exercise must be 
commenced. Within the 30 sec, adjustment of equipment (e.g. length of side 
reins) is allowed. 
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Quality of Canter and Throughness (Quality of training)
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•

• Willingness (50 %) + back and 
forth (25 %) + in and out (25 %) 

– 3 boxes for subscores like 
we already have in A1

– Already in base scores but 
not separated out – this we 
can do for next year, but 
the reference scores are 
already there 
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• A3

– No penalty for canter before trot in trot round / trot assessment

• Better trot and more relaxed horses in the actual performances

– Min 1/4 trot round shown, but judge can choose to see more before ringing 
the bell

– (this is not new – just a clarification) 
Enforcement of the 30 sec rule from bell till start of performance is at the 
discretion of judge at A (but keep it fair between competitors)
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Salzburg- Horse 4 - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtcUxiGAn4E&t=3s
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Salzburg - Horse 3 - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYUfVSs8eUc
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Salzburg - Horse 8 - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnKSEeTzlCc
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Salzburg - Horse 7 - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-g8eoYuUc2U
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Salzburg - Horse 5 - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y28ab3cdyl0


47

Salzburg - Horse 1 - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0clvtZ26jA
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• Horse Inspection(s) 

o what is the purpose of the Horse Inspection(s)? 

o how do we best achieve that purpose?

• Horse monitoring in warm up / at training during events

o what is the purpose of the monitoring? 

o how do we best achieve that purpose?

• Horse evaluation in the main arena during entry, trot round, and vaulting 
performance

o what is the purpose of the evaluation? 

o how do we best achieve that purpose?

• Additional comments / any other areas where we need to focus

Discussion topics on how we best safeguard physical and mental Horse Welfare 
in Vaulting:



THANK YOU !


