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• Reference score system – short introduction

• Reference score – idea behind

• Reference score – explanation how to use the system

• Reference score – how to use it - practise

AGENDA



Reference score - Introduction



4

v Reference scores system of setting up the score is replacing system which uses Basic 
Scores 

v 2022 “Cartwheel” + Free Test Exercises
v 2023 Compulsory exercises  and remaining Technical Test exercises 

v Reference scores incorporate mechanical and performance faults into one score box and 
minimize the use of additional deductions

v Terminology and deductions are standardized by using 5 General Criteria to asses the 
exercise

v Free Test Exercises – refer to 5 General Criteria (Harmony with the horse, 
Body Control&Posture, Quality of Movement, Balance and Flaxibility)

v Compulsory exercises 2023 and “Cartwheel” – detailed description of 
Mechanics and Reference score boxes, animation and graphics added 
throughout

REFERENCE SCORE - INTRODUCTION
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• Basic Score versus Reference score
– Basic score = maximum score (described by one mechanical fault) -

specific deductions - performance and mechanical deviations (up to 3 
points)
• Only few basic scores per exercises, many specific deductions, no 

consistency in the structure of basic scores per exercise

– Reference score = score box (described by requirements and deviations 
linked to the essences) - specific deductions - performance mistakes not 
linked to the essence (up to 1 point)

REFERENCE SCORE - INTRODUCTION



Reference score – Idea behind
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v Development of the Sport

v Harmonize scoring in Compulsory, Technical Test and Free Test by using same 
system

v To avoid double punishment in the Comp and TT exercises

v Consistency of descriptions among all Compulsory and TT exercises

v Scores of the judges - to limit big differences

REFERENCE SCORE – IDEA BEHIND



Reference score – How to use the system
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v General Criteria
v Harmony with the horse
v Body Control&Posture
v Quality of Movement
v Balance
v Flexibility

REFERENCE SCORE – HOW TO USE IT
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v Compulsory Exercises

REFERENCE SCORE – HOW TO USE IT
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v Technical Exercises

REFERENCE SCORE – HOW TO USE IT
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v Free Test Exercises

REFERENCE SCORE – HOW TO USE IT

Code of Points  - at the beginning of each 
structure Group are listed 3 main General 
Criteria which describing the essence of the 
exercises in that group
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v Compulsory and Technical Test
REFERENCE SCORE – HOW TO USE IT

v Legend (on page 29)

✔ Requirements : must be fulfilled to obtain the 
corresponding Reference score 

➖ Deviations: these deviations are already 
accounted for in the corresponding Reference 
score. The score is the same if the Vaulter shows 
one or more deviations listed for that score

💬 Notes: describing additional deviations that are 
also included in the corresponding Reference Score 
(and do not entail additional deductions).
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• Identify which reference score box matches the exercise
• Reference score box is 1 point 
– We use decimals to move within the box (reason why it calls Reference score)
– The minuses in the box leads us to the correct reference score box 
– Judge can decide about decimals 
– The score is the same if the Vaulter shows one or more deviations (minuses) listed for that score

• To the above score we need to apply specific deduction (e.g. missing canter stride)

• Plus additional deduction for faults not linked to the essence up to 1 point in total (e.g. not stretched 
arm in flag or basic seat, bent knee in mill, loose toes in swing exercises etc)

REFERENCE SCORE – HOW TO USE IT
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Reference scores- Practise
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• VAULT ON
• https://youtu.be/2mZRE4cRm-I
• SLOW MOTION: https://youtu.be/LUtWJz5OAzI

• SCISSOR FORWARD
• https://youtu.be/_h-nb11g7K0
• SLOW MOTION: https://youtu.be/ZtTmhPDpN08

• STAND
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujcA1bYpFCc
• SLOW MOTION: https://youtu.be/Z0LWShKRckM

REFERENCE SCORE – PRACTISE

https://youtu.be/2mZRE4cRm-I
https://youtu.be/LUtWJz5OAzI
https://youtu.be/_h-nb11g7K0
https://youtu.be/ZtTmhPDpN08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujcA1bYpFCc
https://youtu.be/Z0LWShKRckM


THANK YOU


