
  
DECISION of the FEI TRIBUNAL 

 
dated 30 September 2009 

 
 
 
 
Positive Medication Case No.: 2009/17 
 
Horse: DRAKON   FEI Passport No: BUL153012 
 
Person Responsible: Ms Catrin Alexandrova  
 
Event: CH-CIC1*, Shumen, BUL 
 
Prohibited Substance:  2-(1-hydroxyethyl) promazine;  
     2-(1-hydroxyethyl)-7-hydroxypromazine 
 
 
1. COMPOSITION OF PANEL 
 
  Mr Pierre Ketterer 
   Prof Dr. Jens Adolphsen 
  Mr Hernán Mendez Cañas   
    
 
2. SUMMARY OF THE FACTS 
 
 2.1 Memorandum of case: By Legal Department. 
 
 2.2 Summary information provided by Person Responsible (PR): 

The FEI Tribunal duly took into consideration all evidence, submissions 
and documents presented in the case file, as also made available by 
and to the PR. 

 
2.3 Oral hearing: None: by correspondence. 
 

 
3. DESCRIPTION OF THE CASE FROM THE LEGAL VIEWPOINT 
 
 3.1 Articles of the Statutes/ Regulations which are applicable or 

have been infringed: 
 
  Statutes 22nd edition, revision effective 15 April 2007, updated 21 

November 2008 (“Statutes”), Arts. 1.4, 34 and 37. 
 
  General Regulations, 23rd edition, effective 1 January 2009, Arts. 118, 

143.1 and 169 (“GRs”).  
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   Internal Regulations of the FEI Tribunal, effective 15 April 2007. 
 
  The Equine Anti-Doping and Medication Control Rules ("EADMCR"), 1st 

edition 1 June 2006, updated with modifications by the General 
Assembly, effective 1 June 2007 and with modifications approved by 
the Bureau, effective 10 April 2008. 

 
  Veterinary Regulations (“VR”), 11th edition, effective 1 January 2009, 

Art. 1013 and seq. and Annex II (the “Equine Prohibited List”). 
 
   FEI Code of Conduct for the Welfare of the Horse. 
 
 3.2 Person Responsible: The rider, Ms Catrin Alexandrova, is under 18 

years of age and therefore a minor.  Pursuant to GR Article 118.4.1, 
her coach, Ms Tanya Marcheva, is acting as her representative in this 
proceeding. 

 
 3.3 Justification for sanction: 
 
  GR Art. 143.1: “Medication Control and Anti-Doping provisions are 

stated in the Anti-Doping Rules for Human Athletes, in conjunction with 
The World Anti-Doping Code, and in the Equine Anti-Doping and 
Medication Control Rules.”  

 
  EADMCRs Art. 2.1.1: “It is each Person Responsible's personal duty to 

ensure that no Prohibited Substance is present in his or her Horse's 
body during an Event. Persons Responsible are responsible for any 
Prohibited Substance found to be present in their Horse's bodily 
Samples.” 

 
 
4.  DECISION 
 
 4.1 Factual Background 
 

1.  DRAKON (the “Horse”) participated at the CH-CIC1*, in Shumen, 
Bulgaria, on 23 May 2009 (the “Event”), in the discipline of 
Eventing. The Horse was ridden by Ms Catrin Alexandrova, who is 
the Person Responsible in accordance with Article 118.4.4 GR (the 
“PR”). 

 
2. The Horse was selected for sampling on 23 May 2009.  

 
3. Analysis of the urine sample no. FEI-0072012 taken from the Horse 

was performed at the FEI approved laboratory, the Laboratoire des 
Courses Hippiques (“LCH”), in Paris, by Mr Yohan Glavieux, Senior 
Analyst, under the supervision of Dr Yves Bonnaire, Director of the 
Laboratory. The analysis revealed the presence of 2-(1-
hydroxyethyl) promazine and 2-(1-hydroxyethyl)-7-
hydroxypromazine (Certificate of Analysis dated 10 June 2009). 
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4. The substances detected are metabolites of Acepromazine, which is a 
sedative. These substances, when present in a Horse’s body, are 
classified as “Prohibited Substances” under the Equine Prohibited 
List, in the class of “Medication A”.  

 
5. No request had been made to administer 2-(1-hydroxyethyl) 

promazine and 2-(1-hydroxyethyl)-7-hydroxypromazine to the 
Horse, and no medication form had been submitted for these 
substances. 

 
4.2 The Proceedings 
 

6. The presence of the Prohibited Substances following the laboratory 
analysis, the possible rule violation and the consequences involved 
were officially notified to the PR by the FEI Legal Department on 1 
July 2009. 

 
7. The Notification Letter of 1 July 2009 included notice that the 

Person Responsible was provisionally suspended and granted her 
the opportunity to be heard at a preliminary hearing before the FEI 
Tribunal. 

 
8. The PR did not request a preliminary hearing. 

 
 

4.3 The B-Sample Analysis 
 

9. Together with the Notification Letter of 1 July 2009, the PR also 
received notice that she was entitled to the performance of a B-
Sample confirmatory analysis on the positive sample. The PR was 
also informed of her right to attend or be represented at the 
identification and opening of the B-Sample.  

 
10. The PR declined to exercise her right to have the B-Sample 

confirmatory analysis performed. 
 

4.4 The further proceedings 
 

11. On 10 July 2009, the PR wrote to the FEI to explain that she was 
not capable of speaking English and therefore needed an extension 
of the deadline to provide her responsive submissions in the case.  

 
12. On 15 July 2009, Ms Tanya Marcheva, Coach and representative of 

the PR, submitted explanations to the FEI. Along with the 
explanations, a statement by the PR as well as a leaflet of the 
product CALMIVET were produced. In the submission, it is 
explained that the Horse was purchased three years ago and that 
after purchase they realized that the Horse experienced anxiety 
while travelling and consequently often injured itself in the truck 
during transport. These injuries had caused problems because they 
were preventing the Horse from being fit to compete upon arrival 
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at the various events. In order to ensure safe transport of the 
Horse, they had administered CALMIVET granules, produced in 
France by Vetoquinol, to the Horse, and that it was indicated on 
the brochure for the product that CALMIVET may be given to sport 
and race horses. The PR, through her coach, further explained that 
they did not know that the product was forbidden, and that, had 
they known, she would not have administered the product. Finally, 
in her capacity as coach of the PR, Ms Tanya Marcheva assumes 
“full responsibility” for the mistake.   

 
13. The PR, in her statement, confirms the explanations by Ms. Tanya 

Marcheva.  
 

14. By email of 16 July 2009, the Secretary General of the Bulgarian 
Equestrian Federation confirmed that the Horse has travelling 
problems. 

 
15. By e-mail of 16 July 2009, Ms Tanya Marcheva further pointed out 

that the section of the website of the Bulgarian NF that is supposed 
to inform riders about new FEI Rules and Regulations has not been 
updated in the past two years and that therefore veterinarians in 
Bulgaria are not well-informed on these matters through this 
website.  

 
16. On 6 August 2009, the FEI submitted a Veterinary Statement by Mr 

Graeme Cooke, FEI Veterinary Department Director, to the PR. 
According to the statement, the administration of the product 
CALMIVET as described by the PR’s submission was a possible 
normal indication for its administration. That however, the use of 
such substance during travel has to be carefully monitored to 
ensure that the horse travels safely free from overdose and other 
potential side effects. Mr Graeme Cooke noted that while the 
product’s brochure may provide a dosage for “sport and race 
horses”, the substance contained in that product, Acepromazine, is 
classified as a Doping Prohibited Substance under the EADMCR.  

 
17. By correspondence of 10 August 2009, Ms Tanya Marcheva, on 

behalf of the PR and in response to the Veterinary Statement, 
confirmed that they had no objections to the facts set forth in the 
documents produced to them by the FEI. 

 
18. On 23 September 2009, the FEI submitted a new Veterinary 

Statement by Mr Graeme Cooke following a question of clarification 
of the classification of the Prohibited Substances made by the FEI 
Tribunal. Mr Graeme Cooke corrected his first statement and 
indicated that Acepromazine is not classified as “Doping” Prohibited 
Substance, but as “Medication A” Prohibited Substance under the 
EADMCR “as it is regularly used and licensed for horses”.  

 
19. By correspondence of 25 September 2009, Ms Tanya Marcheva, on 

behalf of the PR and in response to the second Veterinary 
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Statement, accepted the clarifications submitted by the FEI. 
 

4.5 Jurisdiction 
 

20. The Tribunal has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to the 
Statutes, GRs and EADMCR. 

 
4.6 The Person Responsible  

 
21. The PR is the Person Responsible for the Horse, in accordance with 

GR Art. 118.4.4, as she was the rider of the Horse at the Event.  
 

4.7 The Decision 
 

22. The Tribunal is satisfied that the Laboratory report relating to the 
A-Sample reflects that the analytical tests were performed in an 
acceptable method and that the findings of the LCH are accurate. 
The FEI Tribunal is satisfied that the test results evidence the 
presence of 2-(1-hydroxyethyl) promazine and 2-(1-hydroxyethyl)-
7-hydroxypromazine, which are Prohibited Substances, in the 
sample taken from the Horse at the Event. The PR did not contest 
the accuracy of the test results or the positive finding. 

 
23. The FEI has thus sufficiently proven the objective elements of an 

offence in accordance with Article 3 EADMCR. The Prohibited 
Substances in this case, when present in a sample, are classified as 
“Medication A” Prohibited Substances. The PR has acknowledged 
the EADMCR violation, so there is no dispute on this point. 
Consequently, the only question before the Tribunal is whether the 
Sanction should be eliminated or reduced pursuant to EADMCR 
Article 10.5.  

 
24. In doping and medication cases, the doctrine of strict liability as 

described in Article 2.1.1 EADMCR is applied. When a positive case 
has been proven by the FEI, the PR has the burden of proof to 
show that he bears No Fault or No Negligence for the positive 
findings, Article 10.5.1 EADMCR, or No Significant Fault or No 
Significant Negligence, Article 10.5.2 EADMCR. Significantly, in 
order to avail himself of the defences set forth in Articles 10.5.1 
and 10.5.2 EADMCR, the PR must also establish how the Prohibited  

 Substance entered into the Horse’s system. 
 

25. The Tribunal has repeatedly expressed the view that it is the 
responsibility of competitors to inform themselves of all substances 
administered to horses which are destined for participation in 
international events and to ensure that such horses do not have 
any Prohibited Substances in their systems. 
 

26. The PR has established the first prerequisite of EADMCR Article 
10.5.1 and 10.5.2 by explaining to the satisfaction of the Tribunal 
that the Prohibited Substances entered the Horse’s system via a 
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treatment with the product CALMIVET to enable the Horse to travel 
anxiety free.  

 
27. In deciding the sanctions, the FEI Tribunal considered, on the one 

hand, the Medication A violation and the administration of the 
Prohibited Substances without a declaration of such treatment. The 
Tribunal finds that the PR was negligent in participating with her 
Horse at the Event following the administration of the Prohibited 
Substances during the days in proximity to the Event. 

 
28. On the other hand and in mitigation, the Tribunal takes into 

consideration the PR’s “amateur status” and the fact that she is a 
minor, along with the cooperation provided by the PR and her 
representative during the investigation. 

 
29. According to Article 9 EADMCR, disqualification from the event is 

automatic when there is a positive finding. 
 

30. According to Article 173.4 of the GRs, the present decision is 
effective from the day of written notification to the persons and 
bodies concerned. 

 
 

4.8 Disqualification 
 

31. As a result of the foregoing, the FEI Tribunal disqualifies the Horse 
and the PR from the Event and all medals, points and prize money 
won at the Event must be forfeited, in accordance with Article 9 
EADMCR. 

 
4.9 Sanctions  

 
32. As a consequence of the foregoing, the FEI Tribunal has decided to 

impose the following sanctions on the PR, in accordance with 
Article 169 GR and Article 10 EADMCR: 

 
1) The PR shall be suspended for a period of four (4) 

months to commence immediately and without further 
notice from the date of the notification. The period of 
Provisional Suspension, effective since 1 July 2009, shall 
be credited against the period of ineligibility imposed in 
this decision. 

 
2) The PR shall contribute CHF 750.- towards the legal 

costs of the judicial procedure.  
 
 
5. DECISION TO BE FORWARDED TO: 
 
 5.1 The person sanctioned: Yes 
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 5.2 The President of the NF of the person sanctioned: Yes 
 

5.3 The President of the Organising Committee of the event 
through his NF: Yes 

 
5.4 Any other: No 

 
 
 
 
 
                                             FOR THE PANEL 
 

 

                                       
 

___________________________ 
                 THE CHAIRMAN Mr Pierre Ketterer 


