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Background



• Across all sporting disciplines 

Evidence demonstrates that 
harassment & abuse occur:

• At all levels (elite higher risk)

• Worldwide

Compounded by lack of regulatory 
policies in sports organisations



Underpinned 

by evidence 

“Our main 

finding is that 

sexual 

harassment 

occurs in all 

sport groups.”

Fasting, K., Brackenridge, CH, Sundgot-Borgen, 

J. (2004) “Prevalence of sexual harassment 

among Norwegian female elite athletes in 

relation to sport type” International Review for 

the Sociology of Sport, 39(4) pp. 373–386.



Safeguarding 
Policies…

 Safeguard athletes

 Protect the integrity of sport and sports 

organisations

 Protect those working within sport

 Promote the value of safe sport  



Foundation

Olympic Agenda 2020 

• Recommendation 18

IOC Code of Ethics

• Article 1.4

Basic Principles of Good Governance 

• Article 6.2

Olympic Movement Medical Code

• Article 1.1.1

7th International Athletes Forum

• Recommendation 2d



The IOC 
Toolkit



Process 

Four IOC 
Commissions

IOC                             
Working Group

Virtual Task 
Force

IOC Toolkit



Five sections

Preparation

Positioning

Core Components 

Implementation

Preventative measures 



• Competition 

• For events 
sanctioned by the 
organisation

• Organisational

• Applicable for all 
stakeholders of your 
organisation

Two policy types:



A step-by-step 

guide

1127/03/2018XXX

Rejection of harassment 

and abuse in statutes / 

Code of Ethics or similar 

document  

Inclusion of case studies 

and reference materials 

from across the Olympic 

Movement 



What is our 
role?  



• Are to key to athlete safeguarding 

– Apex of a network of organisations

– Leadership

– Promotion of sport

– Protection of the image of sport 

– Vicinity to athletes

– National knowledge  

National 

Federations 



Reporting
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Tools for 
assistance 



IOC PHAS 

initiatives 

Educational Materials  

• IOC Athlete Safeguarding course

• SHA interactive videos

• Female Athlete Health Tool 

Consensus Statements

• Harassment and Abuse in Sport (2007)

• Harassment and Abuse in Sport (2016)

IOC Games-Time Framework: 

• Olympic Games 

• Youth Olympic Games 



https://www.olympic.org/athlete365/library/safe-sport/ 

Where to access the IOC PHAS 
tools?



Thank you 


